ELINOR WONDERS WHY
Too Many Bags
PREMISE - June 28, 2019

Elinor’s Question: How can we avoid putting so many bags in the trash?
Logline: When Elinor and her friends give away oranges in specially decorated paper bags, which soon start filling the recycling bin, they realize it can be wasteful to use so many bags.
Curriculum Goals:
· [bookmark: _GoBack]LS5d. Begin to understand that animals and plants depend on other living things and nonliving things in the environment to meet some of their needs: Identify and observe the consequences of how plants and animals impact the environment (Elinor and her friends realize that their use of paper bags is making too much litter.)
· ND4. Appreciate the way that elements in the natural world change, interact, and are reused, and how we can organize our designed world to better fit and care for the environment (Elinor an her friends decide to only use paper bags when they really need them.) 
· SEP – TBD at outline 

Elinor, Olive, and Ari peer through the glass at the delicious treats at Mr. Raccoon’s bakery. They decide to share a muffin, and when Elinor hands their money to Mr. Raccoon, he hands them their treat in a decorative paper bag. The kids eat happily while walking to Elinor’s house, when she suddenly stops and points at an orange tree in her yard—she hadn’t noticed before, but a lot of the oranges in the tree are ripe and ready to pick! Ari suggests they eat some, but Olive points out that the tree is overflowing with them—it’s way too many oranges for the three of them to eat. Elinor looks at the paper bag with the muffin, and she has an idea: How about they play “store” and give the oranges away to the adults and kids in town, just like Mr. Raccoon sells treats at his bakery?

A short while later, they’re all set up: Elinor has made a storefront out of cardboard, Ari has flown up into the tree to pick a stack of oranges, and Olive has decorated a stack of paper bags, just like Mr. Raccoon’s. As Animal Town citizens walk by, the kids delight each of them with a free orange, presented in a decorative paper bag. Everything is going great, and the kids are happy that they’ve helped their neighbors—but then a paper bag with one of Olive’s drawings on it blows by their booth. Ari catches it in his wing and brings the bag over to the recycling bin, but as soon as he looks in the bin, he says, “Uh, Elinor? Olive? We have a problem.” The girls come over and see that the bin is full of their orange bags. And when a breeze picks up more of the bags and sends them flying all over town, it’s a scramble to get those bags back into the recycling bin! They’re glad that most of the Animal Town citizens have recycled their bags, but it’s clearly a problem that so many bags have just ended up being wasted. As if to punctuate this point, the next free orange recipient, Mr. Elephant, accepts an orange in a bag, immediately removes the orange from the bag, recycles the bag, and puts the orange in his pocket.

“Hmm,” says Elinor. “We use bags all the time. But maybe we don’t always need to.” Then she spots a banana sticking out of Mr. Elephant’s other pocket. She asks him why he’s not carrying it in a bag, and he explains that a banana doesn’t need a bag—it has a peel, and that’s like nature’s own bag for the fruit inside. The kids realize that oranges have peels, too, and while it makes sense for Mr. Raccoon to sell his muffins in bags—you don’t want to carry a muffin in your pocket!—there’s no need to give away an orange in a bag that will just be discarded. So Elinor and her friends go back to giving away the oranges without bags. And when Mr. Raccoon comes by, they give him an orange, plus the remaining paper bags to use in his bakery.
