ELINOR WONDERS WHY
“To Bee or Not to Bee” by Michael Foulke
PREMISE – July 29, 2019

Elinor’s Question: Why do bees have to sting you?
Logline: While on a picnic, Elinor tries to help her friend Koa get over his fear of bees.

Curriculum Goals:
· LS2. Understand that animals have different body parts that are used in different ways to meet their needs, and that plants have different parts that help them survive and grow: a. Identify body parts of animals and their function
· LS8: Begin to understand that there are many different kinds of living things and how they may be the same or different: a. Observe and describe similarities and differences across different types of plants and animals
· SEP: To be determined at outline
 
Elinor, Ari, Olive and Koa are having a picnic in the forest with all of their favorite foods. Just as Koa takes a big bite of his sandwich, a few honey bees come over to check out the kids’ food. A nervous Koa gets antsy and asks to switch spots with Elinor, then Olive, then a beat later, Ari. The others don’t understand why Koa wants to switch seats, so they ask him what’s wrong? Koa explains that he is scared of bees because he has been stung a couple times before. Elinor has never been stung before, so of course, she is interested in this and Koa explains that getting stung by a bee hurts and gives you a little hump, kind of like a stingy mosquito bite! The others certainly understand how that wouldn’t feel good, so they move the picnic to a different part of the forest to ease Koa’s mind. Unfortunately, the bees follow them to their new location!

Just as Koa is about to take a bite of his sandwich, a honeybee flies around him, which causes Koa to get up and swat at the little bee as he runs away in a panic, wondering, “Why do bees have to sting you?” Good question, Koa! Elinor wants to help her friend, but she, Olive and Ari aren’t really sure how to help him avoid bee stings. This may require an investigation! Once they get Koa to stop running and calm down, the bee flies away, so the kids all take Koa around the forest so they can keep him safe from bees while they do some up close observation of bees doing their daily routine, such as pollinating flowers, flying around their hive and even making honey! As he watches the bees, Koa starts to reconsider his fears, because if bees make honey, which he loves, they can’t be that bad, right? As they are observing, a different bee also flies around Olive, but unlike Koa, she remains calm and still and Elinor uses her magnifying glass to observe that this bee also seems calm. They’re just flying around, checking things out. However, as soon as Koa notices the bee, he immediately begins panicking and swatting at the bee to help Olive! Elinor, still using the magnifying glass, sees that the bee is also now also panicking and scared. Koa doesn’t understand, why would a bee be scared of him? He’s not the one who stings! However, some more up close observation shows the situation from the bee’s perspective. Elinor observes that this bee is very small and, through her magnifying glass, she can see that Koa looks like a giant, Godzilla-esque monster to the bee, with swatting hands that could really hurt it, so it makes sense that the bee would be scared and defend itself by stinging someone who could hurt it so easily.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]As Koa calms down, the bee eventually flies away and Olive grabs her nature book to look up everything she can about bees. It turns out that Elinor is right! Bees don’t want to sting you, because it actually hurts them even more than it hurts us when they sting, so they only do it when they have no other choice. You should try to avoid bees if possible, but if one flies around you, the calmer and more still you remain, the less likely you are to be stung by them! Elinor knew it! This revelation leads to a ditty about how if we don’t bother them, they won’t bother us, which makes Koa feel better. As they sit down to finish their picnic, Olive teaches her friends some great tips for being able to avoid bees, and more importantly, bee stings, like wearing shoes when walking amongst flowers or avoid getting too close to a bee hive and finally, trying to avoid eating foods with lots of sugar while you’re outdoors, because bees love sugary food, like the honey and jam sandwich that Koa is eating! Right on cue, another bee comes and flies around Koa, but this time, Koa remains calm and still, so the bee checks out Koa’s sandwich for a moment, then simply flies off without incident. It looks like Elinor was right… if you don’t bother them, they won’t bother you!
