
  ELINOR WONDERS WHY
EP # 166 “Dandy Dandelions”	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Production Note – see below in regards to 2 new locations required – made suggestion on how we can keep it to one. 
OUTLINE – Jan 23, 2019

Elinor’s Question: Are weeds like dandelions good for anything?

Logline: Elinor learns that every plant has a purpose in nature, even the ones we call ‘weeds’. 

Curriculum Goals:
LS3.  Understand that all animals need food to live and grow, that they get their food from plants or from other animals, and that plants need water and light to live and grow: 
a.) Observe ways that animals and plants get what they need to live and grow 
c.) Help care for living things at home or in the classroom (Elinor learns that a garden needs to be ‘weeded’ to thrive) 

LS5: Begin to understand that animals and plants depend on other living things and nonliving things in the environment to meet some of their needs: 
d.) Identify and observe the consequences of how plants and animals impact the environment. (e.g. Dandelions can improve the soil, provide food for bees, and building material for nests.)

SEP7: Engaging in argument from evidence a.) Engage in discussions before, during, and after investigations.  
b.) Support thinking and argue ideas with evidence

SEP8: Obtaining, evaluating and communicating information 
a.) Obtain information through discussing prior knowledge and observations with experts including teachers or knowledgeable adults   

1. EXT. PATH – DAY
ELINOR and her DAD walk down a path together. Elinor playfully blows on a dandelion that has gone to seed, then she asks her Dad what Joe Mouse needs help with. “Gardening,” says Dad. Joe went away on vacation, and when he came back, he found his garden in a ‘terrible’ state. Elinor tries to imagine what could be so terrible. Giant vegetables overgrowing his house? Dad laughs. Probably not. But Joe IS very proud of his garden, so whatever it is, he’ll want to sort it out right away.

They round a bend and see Ms. Llama approaching, with a big empty basket. She greets them, saying she hopes they’re still coming to her salad party today? Dad says they wouldn’t miss it! Ranger Rabbit is bringing her famous ‘Carrot Top’ salad to share. Lovely! says Ms. Llama. She’s off to get some spinach from Farmer Bear to make her own special salad. Ta for now! She walks on, and Elinor and her Dad carry on down the path to...

2. EXT. JOE MOUSE’S GARDEN

The two follow the sound of grumbling to the backyard, where Joe is muttering over the crop of dandelions in his raised vegetable beds. Thank goodness you’re here, says Joe. Look at all these weeds, invading my garden! Elinor looks around. Weeds? She only sees dandelions. That’s what I’m talking about, says Joe. A ‘weed’ is any plant that’s growing in the wrong place. And this is a vegetable garden, not a flower garden. “How can my veggies grow properly, with dandelions hogging all the space, water and sunshine?” “Then why did you plant dandelions here?” Elinor asks. Dad explains that dandelions plant themselves. They spread their own seeds, using the wind. Elinor remembers blowing on a dandelion seed head just a few minutes ago. Oh, right!
	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Will need to word this so it doesn’t appear disrespectful towards Joe mouse - coming from a child 	Comment by Kevin Micallef: I assume we’ll most likely use a thought bubble to explain this..probably need more dialogue to clarify how the seeding works as well 

Joe suggests they get started pulling out the dandelions. Elinor protests that Mom says we shouldn’t pick flowers, but Dad clarifies that that rule is for flowers growing in the wild. It’s okay to pick things in a garden, if you have permission. It’s called weeding and it’s good to ‘weed’ out the plants you don’t need, so that the ones you want can grow better.  Oh so a weed this a “thing” and also something you can do?  Right. 	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Seems like this may be a bit unclear to our audience - will need to clarify 

Elinor is persuaded, so it’s time to get to work. They grab buckets and hand weeding tools. Elinor’s Dad demonstrates how to pull a dandelion properly, roots and all. (Oof, what a long root!) Now, we only need to do that a hundred more times, jokes Elinor. As they get to work, we 

DISSOLVE TO:

3. EXT. JOE MOUSE’S GARDEN / YARD (MINUTES LATER)	Comment by Kevin Micallef: A new location. We will design an exterior of joe mouse’ house and garden 

As she weeds, Elinor talks to Joe’s veggies. “Look beans, now you have room to grow!” Seeing that her bucket is filling up, she asks Joe what to do with them? Joe (who is struggling to pull a huge, stubborn dandelion) says he’ll show her. She follows Joe to a composter, where he dumps his own bucketful of dandelions in, and shovels dirt on top. “Why are you doing that?” she says, surprised. Joe says the weeds will rot and turn into compost - plant food, to help his vegetables grow. Elinor says oh… okay. Elinor goes back to where she was working, near Dad. She murmurs that this feels like a waste of healthy plants. “Are dandelions really not good for anything except compost?”
	Comment by Kevin Micallef: I’m wondering if this is how a child will question the reason for dandelions... curious if Sara has thoughts on it 

Elinor’s Dad stands up to take a water break, handing Elinor her own (reusable) water bottle. Dad reflects that he’s never known a plant or animal to be ‘not good for anything’. “Then what ARE they for?” wonders Elinor. She puts her water bottle down – and accidentally spills some water on the dry, hard-packed earth beside the garden. She notices how water runs over the hard ground without soaking in… until it encounters a dandelion growing on the path. There, the water disappears into cracks in the dry earth, around the dandelion. “That’s SO interesting!” says Elinor. She describes what happened, and reasons that the dandelion made cracks in the soil, which let the water in. That probably helps the other plants around it, too. Dad confirms that getting water and air into hard soil is good for plants and worms. “So, dandelions are good for the soil? Interesting!”

Just then, a bee bumbles by, visiting one dandelion after another. Curious, Elinor follows at a respectful distance. “What’s it doing?” she asks Joe, who is STILL trying to pull the same stubborn dandelion. Joe says it’s getting pollen and nectar from the flowers to eat. “You mean, dandelions are food for bees?” Joe nods. Yes. Especially in the spring, when no other kinds of flowers are blooming yet. 

Suddenly, a hummingbird flits past, on the way to a dandelion that’s gone to seed. It takes some fluff, then flies off to its nest. Elinor follows it, and watches as the bird lines its nest with the fluff. Oh, that looks soft and warm! She returns to her Dad, full of wonder. “So, dandelions help the soil, feed the bees, and make hummingbird nests cozy? I’d say dandelions are good for lots of things!” Elinor’s Dad agrees, and adds many birds also eat the dandelions seeds. In nature, everything has a place. “But does that place have to be in my veggie garden?” grumps Joe, who’s losing patience trying to pull up his giant dandelion. Elinor and her Dad chuckle.

Just then, they hear a voice from OS. It’s Ms. Llama, with a still-empty basket. She asks if Joe happens to be growing any spinach, but no, Joe didn’t plant any. Ms. Llama sighs. Farmer Bear’s spinach isn’t ready to pick yet, and she’s all out of lettuce, too. “How can I make a salad, with no leafy greens?” 
Elinor looks down at her brimming bucket of weeds. Dandelions are leafy and green... Suddenly, Elinor has an idea! She asks Ms. Llama if dandelions are safe to eat.  “Good question,” says Dad, and he reminds Elinor that while you can eat some flowers,  most flowers are NOT good to eat, and you always have to ask before you try one. 

“Yes, the dandelions leaves are safe to eat! They’re very tasty in a salad,” says Ms. Llama. “I don’t suppose Joe could spare any dandelions?” Elinor grins. “Oh, Ranger Joe? Would you mind if Ms. Llama took these dandelions?”

It’s at just this moment that Joe finally manages to pull up his ‘Moby Dick’ of a dandelion. He goes flying backwards, and lands in a big soft clump of even MORE dandelions. “Mind? I’d be thrilled!” he cries. “Take ‘em, please! Take ‘em all!” As Elinor, her Dad and Ms. Llama chuckle, we 

DISSOLVE TO:

4. EXT. MS. LLAMA’S YARD – ‘SALAD PARTY’	Comment by Kevin Micallef: This is a new location. It would require and ext of mrs.llama house and garden/backyard . Since we already have a new location to design for this ep - joe mouses house and garden, can we set this at the park or lake? 
Unless we can perhaps change mrs.llama to another character ex. Mrs.dromedary, and this salad party can take place on their huge front porch (being designed for ep ‘leaf charm’- if so then add Camilla (her daughter) to the group of people attending 

LATER THAT DAY. Elinor, her Dad and Joe Mouse, RANGER RABBIT, ARI, OLIVE and MRS. COW gather in Ms. Llama’s large garden. They sit at a long folding table, enjoying a selection of potluck salads. “Who wants the last of the dandelion salad?” asks Ms. Llama. “I do!” says Joe. “Can’t let it go to waste,” he adds.

NOTE: It was asked which animals prefer dandelions, and to perhaps have that animal eat most of the salad. But the animal that really prefers eating dandelions is a rabbit – so not sure it works in this story.

Speaking of waste, Elinor wonders what will happen to all the stems and flowers that aren’t good to eat? Ms. Llama says she knows something they’re good for… and she quickly ties a few of them together to make Elinor a ‘flower crown’. “Gorgeous!” exclaims Ms. Llama. Elinor laughs, and suggests that she, Olive and Ari make one for everybody. As the kids knot flower crowns and deliver them to the party guests, Elinor begins to sing…

SONG MOMENT: ‘Dandy Dandelions’

ELINOR: Oh you may wonder why I care
about a plant that’s everywhere
But it helps the soil get water and air
It’s more than just a weed

The bumblebees can’t get enough
They eat its tasty flower stuff
And hummingbirds like its cozy fluff
It’s more than just a weed

(CHORUS)

Dandy Dandelions, 
you’re more than just a weed
‘Cause every single part of you 
is something nature needs

Dandy Dandelions, 
you’re more than just a weed
‘Cause every single part of you 
is something nature needs

The song ends as Elinor places a flower crown on Joe’s head, declaring him ‘king’ of the gardeners. Ms. Llama agrees. Why, she never knew anyone so good at growing dandelions!

As Joe pulls a wry grin and everyone laughs, we… 
FADE OUT

THE END.

Sara Notes:
Good morning
Cute story. I remember as a kid not understanding why my parents didn’t think yellow flowers in our lawn were beautiful like I did. 

There is a lot of content that will be brand new to many viewers in this story. Even the concept of keeping up a garden might be new. I’ve listed all the new concepts that are being introduced. I’m not saying not to introduce them but I worry the message will be lost in all the new ideas ... so pick the one message you hope children walk away from the story with and make sure learning about that is front and center and that viewers have multiple opportunities to hear/ see learn about it and try to make these other new ideas mostly a lighter maybe more visual part of the story. 

All these concepts are/ will be new to many viewers:

Seed dispersal (this could be a great episode for kids to go from making wishes by blowing on dandelions to learning about seed dispersal)

Weeds verses plants (what weeds are)

Weeding and it purpose

Composting

Plants needs (space water air nutrients)

Pollination

What a humming bird is ..birds build nests out of found materials 

Animals eat some flowers 
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