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ELINOR WONDERS WHY
Ep. 156 “The Litterbug” 	Comment by Natalie Engel: While kids do have a tendency to want to make sure adults are following the rules and not doing bad things like littering, there are times when our trio feel like they’re policing all of Animal Town.  The detective procedural references won’t land with the audience – i.e calling people “suspects,” doing a stakeout, etc.  – and in general, it feels like Elinor, Ari, and Olive are taking a kind of accusatory tone with the grown-ups that doesn’t sit particularly well.  I’d like to find a different tone for their goal of keeping Animal Town clean – one that’s less about pointing fingers and more about seeing how they can help.
by Michael Foulke

OUTLINE – October 31, 2019

Elinor’s Question: Who is the Animal Town Litter Bug?
Logline: Elinor and her friends help Mrs. Hippo, the Animal Town custodian try to find a litter bug, who is leaving trash all over Animal Town. 

Curriculum Goals:
· ES3: Understand that things people do to live comfortably can affect the world around them, but they can make choices that reduce their impacts on the land, water, air, and other living things: b. Demonstrate an awareness of and the ability to discuss in simple terms the need for conservation, recycling, and respect for the environment c. Participate in simple activities to care for the environment (Elinor and her friends pick up the litter in Animal town and the determine to find the source.)
· [bookmark: _GoBack]SEP4. Analyzing and interpreting data. a. Collect, describe, and record observations in greater detail and in various ways. b. Use the 5 senses and simple tools to gather and record data c. Record observations to describe patterns and/or relationships in the natural and designed world(s) in order to answer scientific questions and solve problems. d. Talk about and reflect on what happened during an investigation or when solving a problem, and why it might have happened 

1. ANIMAL TOWN PARK - DAY

Elinor, Ari and Olive are playing a game of tag in the park, enjoying a beautiful, Spring day! As Ari chases Elinor around a tree, about to win the game, Mrs. Hippo suddenly comes driving through the park on a really cool and sporty golf cart. Fascinated by this amazing vehicle, the kids wonder what Mrs. Hippo is doing driving it around the park and, more importantly, what do THEY have to do to get to ride in it? 

Mrs. Hippo explains that she is helping the Park Rangers out today by being a Custodian, which is a person that keeps Animal Town clean and beautiful. Right now, she is driving around, picking up any litter that she finds around the park. The kids immediately want to get in on this, but they’re not sure if they can. After all, keeping Animal Town clean sounds like an awfully big job and they’re just little kids, but Mrs. Hippo assures them that anyone can pitch in and help keep Animal Town clean. The kids are thrilled to help, mostly to keep their beloved Animal Town beautiful, but the ride in the golf cart doesn’t hurt either!	Comment by Anne E. Lund: Wonder if we even need to give her a title/name or if she can just talk about what she is doing.  Seems to add some vocab that isn’t super important though not a huge deal if they want to keep it.

As the kids walk around the immediate area with Mrs. Hippo, the pick up any litter they find on the ground and put it in big, paper bags. As they walk, they find random candy wrappers or cans around and the kids wonder how something like this could happen since people in Animal Town seem to take such good care of everything? Mrs. Hippo explains that even towns as wonderful as Animal Town have litter and sometimes, that trash falls out of the trash cans or gets blown around by the wind… or someone might drop it accidentally. This makes the kids all feel better, they know that no one would ever litter on purpose in Animal Town.

2. ANIMAL TOWN (MONTAGE - VARIOUS) -- DAY

Once the kids are done picking up all the trash with Mrs. Hippo, they all put their bags on the back of Mrs. Hippo’s golf cart and she rewards the kids by taking them on a ride around the park (with helmets)! FUN! We then see a musical montage of the ecstatic kids riding around Animal Town with Mrs. Hippo, zig-zagging through trees, around paths, and even going on the sidewalk with the golf cart, just generally having a blast!	Comment by Anne E. Lund: Not sure if they need helmets but seat belts would be good.

3. ANIMAL TOWN PARK -- DAY

As the kids finish up their joyride around Animal Town, they end up back where they started, the Park. Except they are shocked to see that the park is now full of even more litter than ever! As Elinor gets out and investigates, she soon realizes that they were only gone a few minutes and there is no way that this much litter could have just gotten here by mistake that quickly. “Does that mean…someone did this on purpose?” says Olive  incredulously. 

Elinor wishes it weren’t true but this litter points to just one explanation – she turns around and strikes a detective pose as she announces that this can mean only one thing: “Animal Town has a litterbug!” Oh, but who can it be? “Dun, dun, duuuun...it’s a MYSTERY!” says Olive.

Mrs. Hippo takes a lot of pride in her job as Custodian and also in the appearance of Animal Town, so she is very upset about this revelation! After quickly cleaning up the park again, the kids and Mrs. Hippo load up their new trash bags and get into the golf cart, vowing to find the litter bug. They quickly determine that the best way to find the litterbug is to figure out who isn’t doing their part to keep Animal Town healthy and clean. It’s off to investigate! 	Comment by Natalie Engel: This is a little awkward – feels like the kids and Mrs. Hippo are policing the citizens of Animal Town.  

4. ANIMAL TOWN MAIN STREET –- DAY

As Mrs. Hippo and the kids arrive on Main Street in town, they are shocked to find that the Litterbug has struck again! There is even more litter here on the sidewalks and Elinor reminds them that they were just riding through here and the sidewalks looked fine, so that means that the litterbug must be close! Sensing the urgency of the situation, the kids and Mrs. Hippo decide to split up and look around, so the kids do their best to survey the area and look out for anyone not chipping in to keep Animal Town safe and clean. Mrs. Hippo drives off on her golf-cart (NOTE: perhaps at this point the audience can see the litter falling from the Bags, but of course our heroes don’t notice). 	Comment by Natalie Engel: Again, not sure I’m comfortable with having the kids being little vigilantes who are “out to get” the litter bug.  It’s out of character for the trio, and it doesn’t cast the citizens of Animal Town in a positive light.	Comment by Anne E. Lund: I like giving the viewer a chance to get ahead of our characters.

Sooo, who could the litterbug be? Suddenly, Olive spots a suspect! Look! She calls Elinor and Ari’s attention over to Mrs. Llama Restaurant, where Mrs. Llama has just walked out the door with a big bag of something that sure looks like litter – after her! 	Comment by Natalie Engel: Let’s not lean into the police procedural talk.	Comment by Natalie Engel: See above

EXT. BACK OF MRS. LLAMA’S RESTAURANT - DAY

In true detective mode, the kids stake out the back of Mrs. Llama’s restaurant. After a few beats, Elinor and Ari finally see Mrs. Llama taking emptying the bags of old food, but not throwing them in the trash can! Instead, she goes in her garden and dumps them! 	Comment by Natalie Engel: Can’t you not compost cooked food?

Ari declares that THAT is not where litter goes and the kids go to ask Mrs. Llama what she’s up to. Mrs. Llama explains that the kids are right, she is not throwing the old food from her restaurant in the trash can, because she recycles organic waste like food by turning it into compost. 	Comment by Anne E. Lund: I assume we wouldn’t describe it this way in script.

Mrs. Llama shows the kids her compost bin and explains that, over time, that food she dumped into the bin will become compost, which she spreads in her garden to help the soil become really healthy and grow lots more yummy vegetables. It’s a great way to reduce the waste from her restaurant and recycle her scraps of food to help grow new food! Ari Elinor agrees that it sounds like composting is a great thing to do, but now it’s back to the case. Ari “releases” Mrs. Llama, explaining to her, “You are no longer a suspect.” Not knowing what he’s talking about, Mrs. Llama smiles and thanks the kids as she gets back to her vegetables.

EXT. ANIMAL TOWN MAIN STREET – DAY 

As the kids walk away, they spot their next suspect! Mr. Raccoon is washing his sidewalk with his hose and that’s wasting water, which isn’t a good thing! Elinor thinks if Mr. Raccoon wastes water, maybe he also is… a litterbug!	Comment by Natalie Engel: Feels like Elinor is making a judgment on Mr. Raccoon’s character rather than trying to understand why he’s wasting water.

But confronted, Mr. Raccoon says he is washing his sidewalks, because, for some reason, they have been covered in trash today, so he thought he would wash them. 

But assures the kids he isn’t wasting water. That’s when he shows them that he is using water collected from rain barrels, so that when it rains, these barrels store the water for later use. That way, Mr. Raccoon can keep his store clean with reused water. Once again, the kids are happy that Mr. Raccoon is re-using the water, but upset that they still haven’t found the—

Suddenly, the wind blows an errant piece of trash down the sidewalk like a tumbleweed. Elinor points to it and shouts, “Litterbug!” The kids pick up the piece of trash and follow the direction it came from in hot pursuit of the suspect! 

As they run, they pick up even more trash, following them like a trail of breadcrumbs, which leads them to... Mrs. Hippo? The kids watch Mrs. Hippo driving on her golf cart and see that, as she drives, trash is falling out of the trash bags because they aren’t closed up properly. 

The kids rush to Mrs. Hippo and get her to stop the cart, where they explain the problem. 

Mrs. Hippo is embarrassed about the litter mix up and vows to be more careful about how she bags up her trash in the future. Elinor tells her that she has nothing to be sorry for because, after all, everyone makes mistakes. Besides that, Olive adds that if it wasn’t for Mrs. Hippo’s bags dropping trash all over, they wouldn’t have gotten to spend all day helping people all over Animal Town to clean up and that was super fun AND helpful! Elinor and Ari agree with Olive as the music fades up: 	Comment by Natalie Engel: She’s awfully forgiving for someone who has spent the giving no one the benefit of the doubt.	Comment by Natalie Engel: We didn’t get the sense that this was something the kids enjoyed doing – seemed like they were more interested in tracking down the culprit.


ELINOR	Comment by Anne E. Lund: Lyrics are a little complicated.  Would be nice to simplify them if possible.
If you want to keep your world nice and green
All you have to do is keep it clean
Just follow these steps and you will see
That doing your part is easy as can be!

OLIVE
If you ate some food don’t throw the rest away!
You should compost that all night and day!
You’ll reduce your trash and that doesn’t hurt
But even better, compost makes healthy dirt!

ARI	Comment by Anne E. Lund: Maybe say veggies here?  We can’t compost all food.
When you water your plants don’t use your hose!
There’s a much better way that everyone knows!
Just catch some rain when it falls from the sky,
And use that water when your plants get dry!

ELINOR
And here’s one more thing that anyone can do,
To keep your world looking good as new!
When you see some trash laying on the ground,
Just throw it in these cans that are all around!

ELINOR/OLIVE/ARI
If you want to keep your world nice and green
All you have to do is keep it clean
Just follow these steps and you will see
That doing your part is easy as can be!

5. EXT. ANIMAL TOWN PARK – DAY

As the song ends, the kids walk back through the very clean park with Mrs. Hippo, who thanks the kids for their understanding. Olive tells Mrs. Hippo that they loved helping her today and doing their part to keep Animal Town clean and healthy. Mrs. Hippo adds, “I suppose you’re right, Olive. We all have to do our part because EVERYONE is responsible for keeping Animal Town beautiful and clean!” Just as Mrs. Hippo says that, a candy bar wrapper falls into frame on the ground and Elinor, Olive and Mrs. Hippo stop in their tracks to find... Ari with chocolate smeared on his face. A sheepish Ari picks up the wrapper and puts it in a nearby trash can as he says, “Don’t worry. I’m doing my part too.” As the kids laugh, we FADE OUT.	Comment by Anne E. Lund: Maybe less about that and more about them helping her figure out what went wrong?	Comment by Natalie Engel: Agree.  Mrs. Hippo doesn’t need to beat herself up.	Comment by Anne E. Lund: Wonder if it could be something healthier than a candy bar?	Comment by Natalie Engel: Yes, plus, this feels like a classic “Oh Ari” moment.  Messy old Ari…

