ELINOR WONDERS WHY
“A Tree-Mendous Mystery” 
PREMISE - June 28, 2019

Elinor’s Question: Why did Olive’s favorite tree fall down?
Logline: When Olive’s favorite tree falls over, her friends try to figure out how this could have happened, but the answer may be more complicated than they thought.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Curriculum Goals:
· LS4. Understand that all animals and plants have a life cycle, can reproduce, and change and grow over time.
· ND4: Appreciate the way that elements in the natural world change, interact and are re-used.
· SEP: To be determined at outline

On a sunny Spring day, Elinor, Olive and Ari are playing in the forest underneath Olive’s favorite big, beautiful apple tree. Olive sits at the base of the tree reading and writing in her diary as Elinor and Ari laugh as they run around the tree’s trunk playing a game of tag. After the game, the kids all sit under the tree and thank Olive for bringing them because it’s a great place to play! As Ari leans back against the tree, he notices that the bark is wet and dark and kinda slimy, so he has to move over. Olive looks curiously because she’s never noticed that before, but thinks that maybe something from their picnic spilled on the tree! She then explains that that’s the great thing about her tree, you never know what you’re going to find there! Just like how the leaves used to be a nice, bright green and now they’re a pretty yellow color! In fact, it’s the only apple tree in the whole forest with yellow leaves, so it must be special! Elinor starts to chase Ari again and, just as she’s about to catch him, he does the only thing he can to get away: he flies straight up and hangs from a big branch on the tree! As he gloats that Elinor will never catch him up there, the branch snaps and falls to the ground, causing Ari to have to flap his wings to land softly on the ground… where Elinor is waiting for him with a tag! Olive is worried about the fallen branch, but Elinor assures her that the tree is fine. After all, what could hurt a big, strong tree like that? 	Comment by Anne E. Lund: Journal?	Comment by Natalie Engel: Why is Olive not participating in the game of tag, if she brought Elinor and Ari to this spot to play?	Comment by Natalie Engel: This doesn’t quite make sense to me – it reads as if Olive is crediting the tree for generating the slimy spot, when at this point in the story, she thinks that she’s the one responsible for causing the slimy spot.  In other words, why is the tree amazing, if it’s Olive who spilled something on it?	Comment by Anne E. Lund: Would love for her to list more reasons it’s so special.	Comment by Anne E. Lund: Is this different than usual? If so, she should note that.	Comment by Natalie Engel: Might be good to have Elinor say that they maybe they shouldn’t hang off of any more branches, just to be safe.	Comment by Anne E. Lund: Maybe she can mention that she’s seen other trees have broken branches.

The next day, Elinor and her friends go out to the forest to play again and when they arrive back at the tree, Olive is upset to see that her favorite tree has fallen over! Elinor and Ari want to make their friend feel better and are also intrigued by this mystery, so they decide to investigate, “Why did Olive’s favorite tree fall down?” During the course of inspecting the tree, the kids remember the things that happened yesterday, the bark being all slimy and wet, Ari breaking the big branch very easily and the leaves turning yellow. Ari notices that none of the other apple trees have wet bark or yellow leaves, so maybe that’s why it fell? Elinor then observes that the middle of other trees, like the stump of the one Ari is sitting on, are very hard wood and the wood on the inside of Olive’s tree is darker and softer and kinda falls apart when you touch it. Elinor wonders, “Is that why the tree fell?” As the kids reach a stand-still in their investigation, Ranger Rabbit joins them in the forest – it’s her job to take care of the trees. The kids ask Ranger Rabbit who is right about why the tree fell over? Is it Olive, who thinks it was the mysterious new yellow leaves? Elinor, who thinks the dark, soft wood caused it? Or Ari, who thinks the wet, slimy bark caused it? Ranger Rabbit looks over the tree and explains that they’re all right because those are all symptoms of something called root rot, which is a tree sickness. The root rot made this big, strong tree a lot weaker than it used to be, which is why it fell over. Elinor can’t believe it, saying, “Wait, so trees can get sick?” Ranger Rabbit says that they can and, unfortunately, this old apple tree did. 	Comment by Anne E. Lund: Are they in an orchard? How are they comparing to other apple trees?	Comment by Anne E. Lund: Is this a healthy tree that was cut down?  How would we see this?  	Comment by Natalie Engel: This feels like the wrong question for them to be focusing on during an emotional moment.  This reads as though they’re looking for validation for their ideas, as opposed to trying to understand the heart of the matter – why Olive’s beloved tree fell over.

A hopeful Olive asks Ranger Rabbit if the tree can get better, but Ranger Rabbit explains that this old tree has gone through its entire life cycle. Just as any living thing, trees have a life cycle that goes from young to old, or from seed, like those inside the apples on its branches, to sprout, to sapling, to full mature tree and finally, to a wildlife tree, which is what park rangers call a fallen over tree, because it provides shelter and food for many small animals in the forest! As Ranger Rabbit talks, the kids all notice that there are examples of all these various stages of the life cycle all around them: apples on the ground, little sprouts poking out, saplings just starting to become trees and, of course, lots of mature trees, and a wildlife tree - Olive’s favorite. Olive sadly says that she will really miss her tree, but when she notices a woodpecker, land, dig a bug out of the fallen tree trunk and fly off, she realizes her tree is going to continue to make the creatures of the forest happy for a long time! As we end the show, Elinor, Ari  and Ranger Rabbit join Olive for a celebration of her favorite tree, they admire her tree drawings finally Olive reads a poem she wrote while sitting under her favourite tree. 	Comment by Anne E. Lund: Would be good to have visuals to support this so that they can recognize the examples in the real world.	Comment by Natalie Engel: This is a lot of information, so let’s make sure we take our time with it.  	Comment by Anne E. Lund: What does this mean? A tree for animals?	Comment by Anne E. Lund: Love this message!	Comment by Natalie Engel: Agree! I think the idea that even when a tree is no longer upright (or living), it still provides life for the forest, will be comforting to kids who might feel sad about what happened to the tree.

Sara Sweetman Notes:
Tree-  I love the idea of exploring a fallen tree and learning about how the fallen tree is an important part of a healthy ecosystem.  I wondered about starting with the discovery of a fallen tree and then working backward in time.  The kids could explore what made the tree fall?  And could learn that they fall for many reasons but that in the end fallen trees can help the forest stay healthy.	Comment by Anne E. Lund: This is an interesting idea.

