
ELINOR WONDERS WHY
EP 129 Bath Time
	Comment by Kevin Micallef: I think this is a sweet episode that can be filled with great comedy moments as well 
By: Adam Ruben

OUTLINE – April 3, 2019

Elinor’s Question: Why are baths important?
Logline: When Ari decides to boycott bathing, he soon realizes why animals keep themselves clean.
Curriculum Goals:
LS5. Begin to understand that animals and plants depend on other living things and nonliving things in the environment to meet some of their needs.
ND5. Appreciate that events are connected to each other via cause and effect and that similar links can be found in the natural and designed worlds.
SEP4. Analyzing and interpreting data: Use the five senses and simple tools to gather and record data.
SEP6. Constructing explanations: Use background knowledge, experiences, and data to construct reasonable explanations and theories of natural phenomena. 

1. INT. ARI’S LIVING ROOM – NIGHT

Open on a stuffed (plushie) bird soaring through the air, with sound effects. We ZOOM OUT to see it’s actually held by Ari, who’s having a great time playing with his favorite toy, a stuffed robin named Robin.
	Comment by Kevin Micallef: We can have Robin look like he’s flying and then when we trk-out, Ari can be hanging upside down on the ceiling dangling Robin below him. Then Ari can flutter down to the floor 

ANGLE ON: Mr. and Mrs. Bat sit in the living room, quietly reading while Ari plays. “Ari, it’s getting late,” his dad reminds him. “Time to take a bath and then get ready for bed.”

“Aw,” Ari says, disappointed. “But I’m having fun playing with Robin! I know I need to go to bed, but can’t I skip my bath, just this once?”

Ari makes his case (What’s the point of a bath anyway? Make himself wet, then make himself dry again?), and his parents agree that he can skip his bath tonight because he’s having so much fun playing.

2. INT. ARI’S BEDROOM – MORNING

Ari wakes up, and he’s thrilled: He skipped his bath, and nothing bad happened! “I even got extra time to play with you!” he says gleefully to Robin. Excitedly, he stands on top of his bed and proclaims to Robin that he will NEVER. BATHE. AGAIN!	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Ari’s bed hangs off the ceiling from the footboard - since he sleeps upside down (feet hang on to footboard) 

3. INT. CLASSROOM – LATER THE SAME MORNING

Ari arrives at school and greets Elinor and Olive. He tells them about his amazing discovery: “I skipped my bath – and nothing bad happened!” Not only that, but Robin skipped his weekly trip through the washing machine and dryer.

Elinor and Olive agree that they sometimes skip baths, too, and that’s okay. “I’m not just talking about skipping yesterday’s bath,” says Ari gleefully. “I’m going to skip baths forever!”

WIPE TO:

4. INT. CLASSROOM – FIVE DAYS LATER

Ari arrives at school, happy as ever and humming a tune about how he still hasn’t bathed.

“Uh, Ari?” asks Olive. “Have you not taken a bath yet?”

“Nope!” he declares. “It’s been five days now, and Robin and I are getting so much more play time!” Ari takes Elinor and Olive on a “tour” of his newfound filth: jelly that spilled on his fur two days ago is still there, and between his toes there’s still sand from the sandbox!

Elinor wants to know what Ari’s parents think of his plan, and Ari says that they like to let him make his own mistakes.

Mz. Mole calls the kids over to the rug for today’s lesson, and it’s about how animals keep themselves clean.

TEXTBOOK CU: We see cartoonish illustrations of how birds preen their feathers, some fish clean each other, and chickens even take dust baths!

“A dust bath!” says Ari. “Now that’s my kind of bath!”

The recess bell sounds, and the kids run outside to recess.

5. EXT. PLAYGROUND – CONTINUOUS

Elinor, Olive, and Ari find a big pile of dust. When Mz. Mole walks over, Elinor asks how rolling in dirt can make chickens clean. Mz. Mole explains that sometimes chickens get little bugs living in their feathers, and rolling in the dust can help get rid of the bugs.

“You mean like THIS?” asks Ari, and he dives headfirst into the dust pile, rolling around and clucking like a chicken, which sends Elinor and Olive into hysterics. Mz. Mole is a little less happy about Ari rolling in the dust. “It’s birds that take dust baths,” she reminds him, “not bats!”

Laughing, Ari stands up, still holding Robin. They’re both Pigpen-level filthy now.

6. EXT. FOREST PATH – A FEW HOURS LATER

Elinor, Olive, and Ari are walking home from school. Elinor and Olive chat happily, but Ari is feeling crummy and coughing a little. “I don’t think that dust bath was a good idea,” he tells them. “I have dust in places I didn’t even know I had places!”

“Well,” suggests Olive, “when you get home, you can always take a bath.”

“But then Robin and I would miss some of our play time!” Ari counters.

So Olive makes a list of the pros and cons of skipping baths. Of course, skipping the bath does mean a little more play time. But Ari can easily think of downsides: he kind of smells like peanut butter, he itches, and he feels a little yucky.

SONG:

ARI:  Even though I like the tub,
      The place where I can wash and scrub,
      No matter how I play and sweat,
      I just don’t feel like getting wet.

ELINOR:  But keeping clean means feeling well

OLIVE:  And also you don’t have to smell.

ELINOR:  So once you’ve walked home on this path

OLIVE:  Just go upstairs and take a bath!

“Look!” Elinor says suddenly. She points to the side of the path, where a bird is splashing in a puddle to bathe. The kids all comment on how much fun the bird is having while getting clean. Then Ari looks at Robin, and the toy has become nearly unrecognizably dirty.

Ari thanks Elinor and Olive, then runs the rest of the way home.

7. INT. ARI’S LIVING ROOM – CONTINUOUS

Ari runs inside, where his parents are sitting. “Mom, Dad,” Ari says, a little contrite, “I think I’m ready to take a bath.”

“Okay!” says Mrs. Bat, and she goes upstairs to start the water in the tub.

“Dad,” says Ari, “I think Robin is ready for a bath, too.” He hands the stuffed bird to Mr. Bat, who brings the toy to the washing machine.
	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Perhaps they just talk about taking the toy to the washing machine and we dont actually see it since we dont have a laundry room designed 

8. INT. ARI’S BEDROOM – A BIT LATER

A squeaky clean Ari sighs contentedly in bed, holding the newly laundered Robin. “I’m glad you’re not the kind of bird that takes baths in the dust,” he says. “And I’m not the kind of bat who does, either!”

Ari yawns, and as he starts to nod off, he reassures Robin: “Don’t worry. We’ll have plenty of chances to get dirty again tomorrow.” He falls asleep, and we PAN OUT the window to see two birds in the tree next to Ari’s window, preening their feathers.

[bookmark: _GoBack]FADE OUT

THE END.

Sara Sweetman Notes:
I think this has taken a great direction since the premise and I think the episode will be lots of fun. I  am glad the smelliness is downplayed some.  There are many children who don't have control over how they smell...I've been struck over the past few weeks working with preschoolers one on one for the Cat in the Hat research, how many of them unfortunately don't smell nice. [image: 😬].  
I do think this is a great example of cause and effect! I like the simple connection to dust baths and preening
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