
ELINOR’S TOWN
Feed the Birds	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Very sweet story
PREMISE – V3 – January 21, 2019

Elinor’s Question: How do birds find food in the winter? 	Comment by Anne Lund: Always happy to have a bird story and chickadees are one of my favorites. 
Logline: Elinor and her friends build a birdfeeder for her friend Chicky the chickadee by using things they find in the house. 
Curriculum Goals:
LS3. Understand that all animals need food in order to live and grow, that they get their food from plants or from other animals: Elinor will observe the birds foraging for food
ND3. (RTL Crosscutting concept ‘Structure and Function’): Understand that structures
and materials in the natural world can be used or can inspire the engineering of structures
with similar function in the designed world. Elinor designs a birdfeeder that looks and functions like the tree where she observed the Chickadee was storing her seeds. 	Comment by Anne Lund: We will want to add and engineering goal to the learning goals.
SEP: TBD at Outline.

It’s a winter day (but no snow yet) and Elinor is in the backyard, watching the flittering winter birds in the trees.  She is particularly fond of Chicky, a tiny but super-friendly chickadee.  Chicky is on the ground pecking at seeds as Elinor talks to her about how cold it is and how the snow will soon come.  She notices Chicky picks up a seed and flies off, but then she’s back again in a second.  Chicky must be hungry! At dinner Elinor tells her folks about Chicky, wondering why she is still here, shouldn’t she have flown south? Ranger Rabbit explains that not all birds fly south for the winter, the ones that stay are the ones that are able to find food. “But how?” wonders Elinor.	Comment by Anne Lund: It’s more likely that Chicky would get the seed from a plant.  They also eat berries and insects which would be quite hard to find in winter and might help to illustrate Elinor’s concerns.	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Perhaps we place this scene in Elinor’s bedroom as she’s getting into bed – we can show that its clearly nighttime outside her window (and that it’s snowing out) - which will help to visually show the passage of time when we open on the next seq.
	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Our audience may not understand this and why it happens  She can explain how Ms.Mole taught them that some birds fly south where its warmer. 	Comment by Anne Lund: We might have to spend a bit of time helping our audience understand why birds might do this.	Comment by Kevin Micallef: I assume she doesn’t ask her parents this question, otherwise they would have answered it for her and she wouldn’t need to observe any further. Maybe instead she just says ‘hmmmmm’
	Comment by Anne Lund: We need to better set up the idea about why she thinks they can’t find food in the winter.  If Chicky is eating seeds now, why is Elinor worried about it? Is it that she thinks the snow will hide the food? 
The next morning, the ground is covered in snow (right where Chicky was pecking), so Elinor gets worried about her little chickadee friend. How will she find food now that the snow has covered the seeds in her pecking spot? Elinor needs more observations. As Elinor, Hazel and Ari investigate, they look for Chicky (with a comic runner about Ari looking for the perfect place to eat HIS snack) and they spit-ball some ideas.  Maybe the birds have lunch-boxes, but how would they carry them? Maybe the birds order out? But of course they don’t have phones. Maybe they store food like Mr. Squirrel does (this turns out to be true). As they look for Chicky they observe (and Hazel notes) all the different ways that the other birds find winter food: some peck at a lone, leftover apple in a tree to find bugs to eat, or berries in a bush, woodpeckers dig for bugs in trees then other birds can sip the sap from the holes, some plants (like sunflowers) leave big seed-heads that stick out of the snow. Finally they find Chicky pecking at the seeds she’s stored in a tree – smart Chicky!  But there aren’t many seeds in Chicky’s cache and Elinor worries her beloved bird friend might run out of food before the end of the winter!	Comment by Anne Lund: Or maybe the flowers she was getting seeds from are covered?  There aren’t usually seeds just lying on the ground unless they are near plants that they came from or they are under a feeder 	Comment by Anne Lund: To keep their food in? Would that be like storing food too?	Comment by Anne Lund: We will have to say why they do this.	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Visual- suggest Ari flies up to it to see into Chickety’s cache to observe this – 
So she decides to build Chicky a birdfeeder to store MORE seeds, the way Chicky stored seeds in her tree.  Back at home, Elinor tells Ranger Rabbit what they’ve observed – the birds were looking for food in all kinds of cool and unexpected places.  Ranger Rabbit says that’s called foraging, and she explains that Chicky probably has many different seed-storage places all over the yard (that’s why there weren’t many seeds in the one Elinor observed).  That gives Elinor an idea! She and her friends can “forage” in the house for things to use to make their birdfeeders. They find all kinds of things - string, pie-plates, milk cartons, mesh orange bags, toilet paper rolls, but when they think they might not have enough, it turns out Ranger Rabbit has a little “Storage” place of good craft supplies herself. So they all build birdhouses and Elinor decorates hers to look (and function) like Chicky’s tree.  Finished, they hang their home-made birdfeeders in the trees (filling them with sunflower seeds inspired by their observations), and they WORK!! Chicky shows up to have a peck, and she brings a bunch of her bird friends too! 	Comment by Anne Lund: So based on the fact that they fill the bird feeders with seeds for Chicky, they aren’t actually building them as a place for Chicky to find and store seeds herself. Also wonder if they need the information from Ranger Rabbit about foraging and storing seeds in many different places before coming up with the idea to make the birdfeeders.	Comment by Kevin Micallef: In sharing this info – Elinor would then assume she doesn’t need to make a feeder because it’s no longer a concern – can we make sure there’s some dialogue to still give her reason to want to help 	Comment by Anne Lund: Cute!	Comment by Anne Lund: They might need to say that they are filling them to help Chicky because it’s hard to find more seeds 

Sara Sweetman Notes:
I like this premise too.  It might be nice in the opening scenes to have Elinor and friends observe geese flying south and in the next second her chickadee friend peeking around.  This will help support the idea that some birds fly south to live in places where food is easy to get and other birds stay and need to plan/ prepare for winter when food doesn't grow on trees as often and snow covers the ground.
I like the construction of the bird feeders because it is something kids can do (and often do do in preschools) to help the winter birds.  Some of the constructed birdhouses could be easy to make so viewers at home could try too, such as a pine cone with peanut butter rolled in sunflowers seeds.  I know instructions won't be part but there could be educational material extension here. 
I think the meaning from this is more around the idea that we can engineer our environment to make life more pleasant or easier to survive.  I'll look up the exact wording.
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