ELINOR’S TOWN
Ari’s Cousin
By: Tom Berger
Outline – Feb. 01, 2019

Elinor’s Question: How can we help Ari find his cousin when he doesn’t know what she looks like? 
Logline: Ari’s cousin is coming to town and he needs Elinor and Olive’s help to find her. Only one problem… he doesn’t know what she looks like! 
Curriculum Goals:
SEP4. Analyzing and interpreting data.
LS8.  Begin to understand that there are many different kinds of living things and how they may be similar or different.

1.	EXT. PATH – DAY

ELINOR and OLIVE are playing hopscotch when ARI runs by in a hurry. Elinor: “Ari! Where are you off to?” Ari explains that his cousin is coming to visit today and his Dad asked Ari to meet her at the bus stop downtown while he tidies the house and makes dinner (maybe Mum is looking after the baby?). Ari asks his friends if they want to come and they eagerly agree; they can’t wait to meet Ari’s cousin! Ari: “Me too! I’ve never met her either!” They run off towards the main street of ANIMAL TOWN.

2.	EXT. ANIMAL TOWN – MAIN STREET (BUS STOP) - CONTINUOUS 

As the kids approach MAIN STREET, they’re surprised to see the streets are quite full of animals(Ari’s cousin should not be in the visible group of animals). Ari looks around: “Hmm, I wonder if one of these guys is my cousin?” Olive realizes something and asks Ari: “Wait a minute… if you’ve never met your cousin, how will we know who she is?” Ari hadn’t thought of that. Olive asks Ari what he knows about her. Ari: “My mom told me that her favorite food is peanut butter and banana sandwiches. Just like me!” Olive giggles: “I meant, what does she look like!” Ari: “Well, my mom also told me she looks kind of like me.” Elinor: “Okay, so if she looks kind of like you – then you must have some things that are the same,”

Olive: “Right, like maybe you’re the same shape or have the same color hair.” Elinor scans the townsfolk: “If we can find someone who has things about them that are the same, then we’ll find your cousin!” Olive notices something: “Ari! You have brown fur, just like that animal over there!” Elinor and Ari look to see a partially obscured animal with brown fur sitting on a bench. Ari: “Maybe that’s my cousin! Let’s go!” The kids run over.

3.	EXT. ANIMAL TOWN – BENCH – CONTINUOUS

The kids arrive at the bench and to find… MS. GORILLA?! Ari: “Ms. Gorilla? Are you my cousin? Ms. Gorilla is surprised: “I really don’t think so…” Elinor: “But how can we be sure? Ari’s cousin is supposed to look similar to him, so we have to compare how you two look the same, and how you look different! We need more observations!” Olive takes out her NOTE PAD and draws a quick sketch of Ms. Gorilla next to two columns with a CHECKMARK (SIMILARITIES) over one and an X (DIFFERENCES) over the other. 

Ari hops up on the bench next to Ms. Gorilla as Elinor and Olive compare the two. Elinor: “We can see they both have brown fur.” Ari holds up his arm next to Ms. Gorilla to compare their fur. Olive: “Yup! And… they both have black eyes. And…” The girls look back and forth between Ari and Ms. Gorilla. They struggle to find any other similarities. Elinor: “well… those are really the only things that make you look the same.” Olive makes TWO MARKS in the SIMILARITIES COLUMN. 

Elinor: “Hmm, that’s not a lot of similarities. Now let’s find your differences!” Ari, stretching to make himself tall: “Ms. Gorilla is much taller than me!” Elinor compares the length of their fur: “And her fur is longer.” Ari holds up his foot next to Ms. Gorilla’s: “My feet are smaller!” Ms. Gorilla holds up her hand to Ari’s, dwarfing it completely: “And my hands are bigger!” Ari: “Waaaay bigger!” Ari flaps his wings: “Ms. Gorilla doesn’t have wings!” Ms. Gorilla looks behind her to confirm she doesn’t, in fact, have wings. Elinor compares their ears: “And your ears are different shapes.” Olive struggles to keep up as she makes notes in her book: “Slow down! I can’t keep up!”

Elinor looks at the notebook and sees TWO MARKS in the SIMILARITIES COLUMN and SIX MARKS in the DIFFERENCES COLUMN. Olive points to the columns: “Hmm, there are lots of differences between Ari and Ms. Gorilla, but not many similarities.” Elinor: “How interesting! Because there are more differences than similarities, they don’t have very much in common. That means she can’t be your cousin, Ari!” Ari looks between Ms. Gorilla and himself: “Yeah, I guess we don’t look very similar, do we?” Ms. Gorilla: “We might not be cousins, but we can still be friends!” Ari gives her a high five and hops off the bench: “If Ms. Gorilla isn’t my cousin, then who is?” The kids scan the street, searching. Ari spots someone: “Look! That animal has brown fur AND is short, like me! Maybe that’s my cousin?” The kids run off.

4. EXT. ANIMAL TOWN – CORNER – CONTINUOUS

The kids arrive at the corner and stop in front of JOE MOUSE. He stands sternly, with his hands on his hips. Ari stands next to him, copying the pose. Joe: “Now what’s all this about?” Ari: “I’m trying to find my cousin, who’s supposed to look similar to me.” Elinor: “Do you mind if we compare you and Ari?” Joe looks at the kids suspiciously, then notices Olive with her notebook. “Well, I do approve of any behavior that requires note taking. Proceed!”

Olive turns a new page in her notebook and makes a sketch of Joe next to a fresh table of similarities and differences. Olive and Elinor start listing what the two have in common. Elinor: “They’re the same height!” Ari stands back to back with Joe. Olive: “They’re the same color!” Ari: “We both have black eyes!” Olive: “And their fur is the same length!” Elinor “Hmmm… I think that’s all the similarities!” Olive makes FOUR MARKS in the SIMILARITIES COLUMN. 

Elinor: “How interesting! You certainly have more in common with Joe Mouse than you did with Ms. Gorilla. Maybe he is your cousin!” Joe: “Now that would be a real surprise!” Olive: “We won’t know for sure until we compare differences.” Elinor: “We need more observations! Joe Mouse doesn’t have wings!” Olive: “Ari’s snout is longer!” Ari: “Joe has a tail and I don’t!” Joe: “And I have a striking moustache which you don’t!” Elinor: “Joe’s feet are bigger.” Ari: “And my ears are pointier!” 

Olive tallies up the difference and makes SIX MARKS in the DIFFERENCES COLUMN. Olive points to the columns: “Hmm… there are more differences than there are similarities between Ari and Joe.” Elinor: “That means Joe Mouse can’t be your cousin Ari!” Ari: “Ah shucks! I really wanted to be related to a deputy!” Joe: “Great investigating, kids. I’ll be sure to ask for your help if my cousin ever comes to visit.” Joe leaves.

Ari starts to worry, how are they ever going to find his cousin? Elinor reviews the lists in Olive’s book. On both of them, there are more differences than there are similarities. She explains that they’ll find Ari’s cousin when they find the animal that Ari has the most in common with. Ari scans the street: “There are so many animals though!” Elinor gets energized: “Then we just have to keep comparing you to them until we find your cousin!” Ari brightens as the song starts.

5. EXT. ANIMAL TOWN – MAIN STREET – CONTINUOUS

MONTAGE: The kids sing a song about similarities and differences as they compare Ari to MARTHA COW, MS. MOLE and GEE RAFFE. Each time, Olive’s list of differences outweighs the similarities. 

Compare and see, compare and see!
Find someone that looks like me!

How are we different, 
How are we the same?
We’ll compare and see,
It’s an awesome game!

(RE: Martha Cow)
Your spot’s the same color as me,
But that’s just one similarity!

(RE: Ms. Mole)
We both have hands that are small,
But you have no wings at all!

(RE: Gee-Raffe)
We both have fur, that’s plain to see,
But you’re so tall, unlike me!

Compare and see, compare and see!
There’s no one here that looks like me!

The song ends but the kids haven’t found Ari’s cousin yet. Ari is about to lose all hope, when suddenly Elinor sees a likely candidate and runs towards her, friends in tow.

[bookmark: _GoBack]6. EXT. ANIMAL TOWN – SIDEWALK (BUS STOP) – CONTINUOUS

They kids run up and greet ARI’S COUSIN – she looks exactly like Ari, except for the hair on her head is a different color. Elinor is excited; she thinks this might really be her! Ari isn’t convinced: “I won’t get excited until I know for sure!” Ari’s cousin: “Me neither. I’ve been comparing myself to animals all afternoon looking for my cousin, and I haven’t found him yet either!” Elinor: “We need more observations!” Olive opens up her notebook and the kids start listing off similarities: “They have the exact same ears!” “They’re the exact same color!” “They both have wings! They’re even the same shape” “We both have sharp fangs!” “Our hands and feet are the same size!” Olive fills the SIMILARITIES COLUMN with LOTS OF MARKS as they continue to list them all off. Once done, Olive shakes out her wrist: “That sure is a lot of similarities.” Elinor: “…and the only difference I can see is… um… the color of their hair.” Sure enough, the small tufts of hair on their heads are different colors. Olive makes a SINGLE MARK in the DIFFERENCES COLUMN. 

Elinor: “Wow! You two really have a lot in common! Look at all the similarities!” Olive: “And with only one difference, you MUST be cousins!”  Ari: “Well, there’s only one way to be sure… what’s your favorite food?” The cousins look at each for a beat. Then, together: “Peanut butter and banana sandwiches!” The cousins share a hug! Ari: “All this comparing has made me hungry! Who’s ready for a snack? Maybe something peanut butter-ish and banana-y?” The kids share a laugh and run off. END.
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