ELINOR WONDERS WHY
The Paper Trail
By: Karen Moonah
PREMISE V2 – March 5, 2019

Elinor’s Question: Where can we get more paper?
Logline: When Elinor and her friends run out of drawing paper, they follow the ‘paper trail’ backwards, from the store, to the mill, to a forest – and learn where paper really comes from.

Curriculum Goals:
ES 3a) Ask questions about and discuss examples of how humans use Earth’s resources (including soil and water) to meet their needs 
ES 3c) Participate in simple activities to care for the environment (Elinor and her friends discover that we use trees to make paper, and help to plant trees to replace the ones they’ve cut down)
ND 4 (RTL Crosscutting concept ‘Flows, Cycles, and Conservation’):  Appreciate the way that elements in the natural world change, interact and are re-used, and how we can organize our designed world to better fit and care for the environment. (Elinor and her friends come to understand the importance of replacing the trees we use). 

One day, Ari and Olive are hanging out at Elinor’s house. They’re enthusiastically drawing the ‘best storybook ever’, but just as they get to the exciting part – oops, they’re out of drawing paper. They look around the house for more, but can’t find any. “Where can we get more paper?” Elinor asks. Olive says she usually gets it from Mrs. Hippo’s store so off they go!   But at the store, they’re frustrated to learn that Mrs. Hippo is all out of drawing paper, too. Since they’re in a hurry to finish their story, Mrs. Hippo says they could get it from the same place she does… Mr. Beaver’s paper mill. The kids set off again.
They arrive at the (very small, almost hobby-like) paper mill and greet the chatty Mr. Beaver. He was just about to make a batch of paper, so he lets them observe how he does it.  He starts with wood shavings, ‘cooks’ them into a paste, rolls it flat and dry… and then he prints the lines all over it to write on. “NOOO!” says Ari – then sheepishly explains that they needed plain drawing paper. Mr. Beaver says ah well, the next batch will be plain. The only problem is, he’s out of the main ingredient in paper… wood! And that comes from Farmer Bear’s tree farm. Mr. Beaver takes Elinor, Ari and Olive to the tree farm to get more wood. There, they see how Farmer Bear cuts down the trees. Elinor is momentarily upset about the cut trees until she learns Farmer Bear always plants new trees to replace the ones she cuts down, and the kids help out!
Then they go back to the paper mill with the logs, see them manufactured into paper, which they take to Mrs. Hippo to put on her shelf. But when they finally go to pay for their fresh new paper – Elinor takes a moment to think. Maybe they don’t need to buy more paper just yet. Ari and Olive don’t understand, at first. “How else can we finish our story?” But Elinor has an idea…
[bookmark: _GoBack]We CUT BACK TO Elinor’s place, where they’ve rescued some paper from the recycling bin, so they can draw on the backs, which are still perfectly good. Now that they know what goes into making paper – beautiful trees! – they’re going to try to use a lot less of it. Then they finish their story about three friends who save the forest.
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