ELINOR’S TOWN
Light The Way
PREMISE Mar 27, 2018

Elinor’s Question: How can we  talk in the dark without making noise?
Logline: Elinor and her friends are having a camping sleepover in the backyard, but when they get too loud, they need to find a new way to communicate so they don’t keep everyone awake.
Curriculum Goals:
SEP – To be determined at outline.
LS2: Understand that animals have different body parts that are used in different ways to meet their needs. (Elinor and her friends observe the flashing abdomens of the fireflies) 
ND2: Begin to understand that systems developed in our world often work in similar ways to systems found in the natural world. (After being inspired by the fireflies, Elinor and her friends decide to communicate with their flashlights). 

Elinor and her friends are enjoying a sleepover in Elinor’s backyard. They each have their own flashlights, and their own little pup tents, while Elinor’s Mom and  Dad are enjoying some adult time on the back porch. As the sun starts to set, Elinor’s Dad tells the kids it’s time to go to sleep. But Elinor and her friends aren’t tired, and keep talking, telling jokes, and laughing from their sleeping bags, playing the “good-night” game. Ranger Rabbit tells the kids that if they aren’t going to sleep, they need to at least be quiet so as not to wake the neighbours – but how? They try whispering, but they can’t hear each other, they try hand gestures, but it’s too dark to see.  What to do?  As they are puzzling, Olive suddenly sees a small light flashing nearby -  what is that? 

“Mom, Dad!  Look at that little light!” Ranger Rabbit and Dad tell the kids they’d better investigate (but to stay in the back yard, of course). The kids grab their flashlights and follow the little flashing light.  What could it be?  Is it a fairy?  But each time they get close the light takes off again. Finally they catch up, approaching slowly so as not to startle the light as it flashes.  They are able to observe – oh, look, it’s a little bug!  It’s a firefly, says Ranger Rabbit, approaching gently.  The kids watch carefully, they observe the light in the little bugs belly flashing on and off.  Elinor wonders why it does that, why doesn’t the bug just keep its light on all the time?  We need more observations. 

At that moment the firefly takes off and leads them to  the edge of the yard where, in a grassy area nearby, they discover a whole field full of fireflies! As the kids watch with wonder, Elinor notices that some of them are flashing in a distinctive pattern which seems to attract others. The kids watch as the fireflies flash back and forth in simple patterns. (1..1 – 1-2…1-2) How interesting…it looks like the fireflies are flashing back and forth to each other on purpose!  The kids spitball why, and decide that maybe the fireflies are talking by flashing. That inspires Elinor and she realizes that they can use their flashlights to talk to each other from their tents! After deciding on a simple code. (one flash means “hi”, two means “how are you”, three means “fine” and four means “night-night”) The kids eagerly return to their tents and blink their flashlights back and forth into the night, stifling giggles, until they all flash four times and fall asleep.

[bookmark: _GoBack]NOTE: if necessary, Ranger Rabbit and Dad can have a tent outside too. 
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