ELINOR’S TOWN
No Need to Shout
By Kate Barris
January 21, 2019

Elinor’s Question: How do you get your friends to understand you if you can’t talk? 

Logline: Elinor is supposed to sing a song with her friends but she’s lost her voice. 
Curriculum Goals:
· SEP 1 – Ask and/or identify cause and effect questions that can be answered by an investigation
· SEP 4d – Talk about and reflect on what happened during an investigation or when solving a problem and why it might have happened
· (LS8) Begin to understand that there are many different kinds of living things and how they may be the same or different: a. Observe and describe similarities and differences across different types of plants and animals.  Elinor and her friends observe there are many different ways to communicate.
· (ND2). (RTL Crosscutting concept ‘Systems’): Begin to understand that systems developed in our world often work in similar ways to systems found in the natural world. Elinor realizes that, just like in the natural world, she and her friends express themselves through actions and expressions, not just sounds/talking.



1. EXT. ELINOR’S FRONT YARD - DAY

Ari and Hazel skip up to Elinor’s house on their way to school. They’re very excited because Elinor had the idea that they should make up a new song, which they have done, and they’ve promised Ms. Mole they will perform it for the whole class today. They decide to start singing it: 

If you feel glad
Let me know you’re glad
And we’ll be glad together!
If you feel sad
Let me know you’re sad
And I’ll try to make it better.

They can’t wait to get to Elinor’s house so she can join them and they can practice singing the whole song together. Hazel says Elinor claimed she was going to practice it all night! 

They knock on Elinor’s door and when she opens it, Ari sings the first line of the song, “If you feel glad…”  And Hazel sings the next line, “Let me know you’re glad...” They turn to Elinor to sing the next line. Elinor sings, “And we’ll be glad together!”
but her voice sounds very scratchy. Ari and Hazel look at each other. “What’s wrong with your voice?” Elinor manages to croak out that she’s been practicing nonstop since yesterday! Hazel wonders, “Maybe you practiced a little too much!” Elinor squawks, “You can never practice too much!” 

They try singing again, but now, Elinor doesn’t have any voice left at all! Hmmm. Maybe all that practicing wasn’t such a good idea after all. Ari and Hazel insist that if Elinor can’t sing her part, they won’t sing it at all. After all, the song was Elinor’s idea and they ALL made it up TOGETHER. It wouldn’t be fair if she couldn’t sing it with them.  

Hazel suggests that if practicing all night is what made Elinor lose her voice then maybe it needs a rest. Maybe NOT talking for a while will bring her voice back. Ari agrees it’s worth a try. “Maybe by the time we get to school, Elinor’s voice will be good as new.” Elinor is about to respond and Ari holds up his hand. “Unh, unh, unh! Remember Elinor: No talking!” Elinor is a little frustrated, but nods in agreement, and they head toward school.


2. EXT. ON THE WAY TO SCHOOL – A LITTLE LATER

As they skip along together, they continually have to remind Elinor that she needs to rest her voice. 

Along the way, they meet Mr. Dog, who greets them enthusiastically. Ari’s head starts going back and forth as he watches Mr. Dog’s tail wagging vigorously. Hazel and Elinor watch Ari’s head going back and forth. Mr. Dog looks at them looking at his wagging tail and explains that wagging his tail is his way of showing he’s happy. Elinor is about to say something, and Hazel leaps in. “As Elinor would say, that’s so interesting!” 

Mr. Dog wonders why Elinor wouldn’t say it herself and they explain that she’s lost her voice – which is a problem because they’re supposed to sing a song for the class but now they probably won’t be able to sing it unless Elinor gets her voice back by the time they get to school. 

Mr. Dog’s tail stops wagging and his ears go down as he expresses his concern for Elinor. Ari notices and comments that he could tell Mr. Dog felt sorry about Elinor even before he said anything, because his tail stopped wagging. Hazel wonders if that’s the reason his ears went down too. Mr. Dog admits that his ears and his tail always give away his feelings. He wishes them well and hopes Elinor gets her voice back in time for the song. 

Ari and Hazel say goodbye, and just in the nick of time, they remember to keep Elinor from calling goodbye to him. She sighs and waves to Mr. Dog. They continue on their way to school.


3. EXT.  CLOSER TO SCHOOL – A LITTLE LATER

Around the next bend, Elinor suddenly stops and stares intently off in the distance. Hazel can tell that she’s “observing” something. Ari asks how she knows and he explains, “That’s what Elinor does when she observes things.” Ari says, “Tell us what you’re looking at, Elinor.” And before Elinor can open her mouth, Hazel leaps in, “But don’t tell us!”
 
Elinor is resigned to silence, so she points to a lizard sitting on a rock. “Cool!” says Ari, who wants to go take a closer look. But as they approach, the lizard’s “frill” sticks up and creates a collar around its head! “Wow!” says Ari. “What’s that about?” Hazel wonders. 

Elinor taps them on their shoulder and points to the lizard, which is now skittering away to a rock that’s farther away. Now at a safe distance, the Lizard’s collar settles back down into place. Hazel thinks they must have scared the lizard away. Ari wonders if that’s what the lizard was letting them know when it reacted by putting up that weird collar around its neck. 

Elinor makes a “thinking” face. Hazel can tell she’s thinking of something but they don’t know what. Elinor tries to tell them, but her voice is still gone. Ari reminds her she shouldn’t try to talk and points out they’d better get to school or they’ll be late.


4. EXT. NEAR THE SCHOOL – MOMENTS LATER

Elinor, Hazel and Ari are almost at school when they meet another member of the community who is carrying her young baby. They stop to see her, and the baby starts rubbing its eyes. Ari  wonders why she’s doing that. “Do her eyes hurt?” Her mother is about to respond, and then the baby lets out a huge yawn! Hazel says, “Aha! I bet the baby’s tired! Is that why she was rubbing her eyes?” The mother says Hazel is exactly right. She can always tell when her baby is tired because she rubs her eyes and then she yawns. It’s time for her nap! 

As they wave bye-bye to the baby, suddenly Elinor starts tugging on Hazel’s arm. “What is it Elinor? Did you get your voice back?” Elinor squawks “No! But…” Then she points her finger to her temple. Hazel and Ari wonder what’s wrong. Does she have a headache? Elinor shakes her head no. Hazel and Ari take turns guessing, and finally figure out that she has an idea! Elinor nods vigorously. 

Then Elinor mimes singing. Again it takes a couple of tries before Ari and Hazel understand that Elinor’s trying to tell them that they should sing their song. “Right now?” asks Ari. She nods. They don’t get it – what’s the point of singing it without Elinor if she still doesn’t have her voice back? 

Elinor points to her temple again. They say, “You’ve got an idea.” Elinor nods. Then she points to Ari and Hazel and mimes singing. “You want us to sing our parts.” says Ari. Elinor nods. Ari and Hazel shrug to each other, and then Ari and Hazel start singing, and then to their surprise, Elinor makes facial expressions and some body moves that express the emotions they’re singing about! Ari and Hazel are delighted. They realize that even though Elinor can’t sing, she can use her body and expressions to participate in the song! Hazel and Ari look at each other and say in unison, “That’s so interesting!” 


5. INT. CLASSROOM – MOMENTS LATER 

Elinor, Ari and Hazel rush into school and excitedly tell Ms. Mole (with Elinor adding to the story through her own “charades”) that the three of them were going to sing their song but Elinor lost her voice and they thought they wouldn’t be able to sing their song, but then they observed Mr. Dog wagging his tail when he was happy and putting his ears down when he was sad and they observed the lizard putting up this weird collar around his neck when he was scared and then they observed the baby who rubbed her eyes and yawned when she was tired. “That’s a lot of observing!” exclaims Ms. Mole. They agree and then they explain that they realized that even if you can’t use your voice, there are ways to make your friends understand what you’re trying to say – by the way your face moves or your body moves. And so they can sing their song after all! 

Ms. Mole is mightily impressed and asks them if they would please sing their song for the whole class. So they do, with Elinor acting out each of the emotions.

If you feel glad
Let me know you’re glad
And we’ll be glad together!
If you feel sad
Let me know you’re sad
And I’ll try to make it better.
So always let your feelings out
Just smile or frown or scream and shout
‘Cause I can be a friend for real
If I know just how you feel!

The class reacts with great applause. Hazel and Ari say they think the song ended up being way better this way. Ms. Mole agrees! And they can all tell by Elinor’s smile that she does too!
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