ELINOR’S TOWN
The Amazing Expandable Clubhouse
PREMISE P039 – V4 – November 8, 2018

Elinor’s Question: How do snails grow their shells? 	Comment by Anne Lund: I’m not entirely sure if this question matches with what actually happens in the story.  Wonder if the initial question really is, “How does a snail’s shell always seem to fit even when it grows bigger?”
Logline: Elinor and her friends run into trouble when so many kids join their club that there’s no more room in the Clubhouse. 
Curriculum Goals:
· SEP – To be determined at outline.
· Understand that all animals and plants have a life cycle, can reproduce, and change and grow over time (LS4).
· Understand that structures and materials in the natural world can be used or can inspire the engineering of structures with similar function in the designed world (ND3).

Open on a big carboard box with cut out windows in a clearing, kids’ voices coming from inside, “An Explorer is brave, and Explorer is kind, an Explorer is CURIOUS!  Who knows what we’ll find!” Inside the Box Elinor, Ari and Hazel are inducting the newest member of their Exploring Club - Sally Beaver.  “Let’s EXPLORE!”  Elinor is ready to rock, but Hazel reminds her that there are some club things they have to do first – make sure the clubhouse is clean, the club salute, AND they have to pick a club mascot… Ari, who was distracted, suggests making the two snails climbing on the window sill their mascots (he names them Norma and Loulou, after his aunties, who they resemble). Elinor is a little impatient to get exploring, so she quickly checks the clubhouse, does the salute, and inducts the snails. Finally, they can go exploring! But before they can get outside, Kai Wombat pokes his head in the door, “What are you guys doing?” When he finds out about the Club, he wants to join.  Come on in, the Explorer’s Club is for everybody.  “Me too?” It’s Tito Mouse.  Sure!! 

The Clubhouse is getting pretty crowded, but everyone is welcome - that’s the Explorer way. Elinor is cheerfully trying to get everyone inducted so they can get out and EXPLORE when Camilla Dromedary shows up. Can she come in?  Of course!  It takes some doing as she squeezes inside, they can all barely fit!  A squished Hazel suggests the next order of business should be to get a bigger clubhouse. Elinor says it wouldn’t be a problem if they were out EXPLORING, but Hazel reminds her that the new members have to do the Explorer motto first.  Right. Elinor is just beginning the motto when the Goat Twins show up – they squeeze inside, now there’s REALLY no room. Just then Ari can’t find the snails, so he pokes his head out but as he does the Box starts to teeter, then totter and then whoops! The entire Clubhouse tumbles over and rolls down a (small) hill.

The kids climb out, safe and sound, but it’s clear they have a problem. Elinor considers the possibilities: they could get another box and have two clubhouses. But then they would have to shout to have meetings. They could get a bigger box. But what if MORE kids want to join. While the kids keep brainstorming, Ari finds the snails (phew!), and says it’s a good thing they had their shells to protect them.  This gets Elinor’s attention.  She and her friends examine the two snails more closely and notice the different sizes...then they think "maybe as the snail grows, so does the shell" They observe the lines in the spiral and figure out how snails do it. The snails are ADDING to their shells as they grow! See! The snail shell winds around, starting small and getting bigger. (They confirm this in the Explorer’s Guide to Nature Book).This inspires Elinor. That’s what they’ll do! They’ll EXPAND their box by adding on an addition made of carboard and they get plenty of materials in case more kids show up. Elinor is happy because learning from Nature and solving a problem is one way to do exploring. THE END	Comment by Anne Lund: This seems like a lot for kids to figure out on their own and I imagine there might be more steps to how they come to each of these conclusions.  I’m not sure I would figure out that the snails add to their shells, which accounts for more spirals, as they grow just by looking at them. I like that they confirm via the book as opposed to getting the answer from there, but it seems like there might be multiple questions here to answer.  I’m wondering how we can scaffold this information gathering and synthesizing. Interested to see how they support these observations and use evidence from the observations to support their ideas. Can you expand on this at outline?	Comment by Anne Lund:  A key thing here is that they will keep expanding as needed to fit their growing clubhouse membership.  Also wonder if we need to see them leave the expanded clubhouse to go exploring (nice payoff once they’ve solved the problem).
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