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Hazel’s Question: Why do I have to wear a winter coat when some of my friends do not?
Logline: Hazel wants to play outside in the snow with Ari, Elinor and a Polar Bear cub, Owen, but she’d rather not go through the hassle of putting on her winter wear. 
Curriculum Goals: Understand that because of their different physiology, some animals are better suited for warmer climates, and others are better suited for colder climates. 

It’s a wintery Saturday morning in Animal Town. HAZEL wakes up to discover that the entire town is covered in a blanket of fresh, white, snow! ELINOR and ARI invite her to come play with their Polar Bear friend OWEN. Elinor is bouncing with excitement and Ari… well, Ari can barely keep his yawns in. He prefers to hibernate on winter weekends - unless someone wakes him up to play (Elinor). Hazel heads for the door, but just then her mother enters with a trunk-full of winter clothes. Hazel has to dress for the weather. Hazel groans. Winter clothes are such a hassle. They’re so bulky and it takes FOREVER to put them on and take them off. But Hazel’s mother insists that she needs to stay warm. So while Elinor, Ari and Owen are outside making a snowman, Hazel hurriedly gets dressed but there’s always another item to put on. Snow pants, boots, jacket, hat, mittens, and finally the trunk warmer. 

By the time Hazel gets outside, the snowman is nearly complete. Elinor wonders what took Hazel so long, and Hazel blames the clothes. Elinor suggests they roll the last snowball for the snowman’s head. All the have to do is roll the snowball down the hill. Elinor and Owen scamper up the hill (sleepy Ari decides to wait at the bottom <yawn>). Hazel barely makes it a few heavy steps in her bulky clothes before Elinor and Owen come rolling the snowball past her. It’s not fair! Elinor’s only wearing a scarf, and Owen isn’t wearing any clothes at all, so why does Hazel have to wear so much? With the last snowball in place (complete with Elinor’s carrot for a nose) something’s still missing. Hazel has an idea! She takes off her hat, scarf and mittens and gives them to the snowman. Now he looks much happier. Elinor, Owen and Ari are pleased, but Hazel’s suddenly fr-fr-freezing! Owen suggests they go tobogganing, but Hazel can’t take the cold anymore. She invites her friends inside for a snack instead. 

Inside, shivering Hazel is comforted by a cup of hot cocoa, but Owen is suddenly very hot and uncomfortable. It’s much warmer in Hazel’s house than it is at his. Hazel suggests that Owen fan himself with his ears, like she does when she gets hot, but Owen’s ears are too small to cool him off. Elinor finds that “Soooo interesting!” Elinor observes both Hazel and Owen to find out what else makes them different. Owen has a lot of very thick fur on his body, but Hazel doesn’t. Even Elinor has a bit of fur on her body - thicker now that it’s winter - but Ari does not which is why he usually spends winter weekends sleeping inside where it’s warm. After they’ve all had their hot cocoa – except Owen who had a popsicle - Hazel’s dad comes inside with Hazel’s winter clothes. It looked like a snowman had stolen them! Hazel laughs; she gave them to the snowman because he looked cold, but then she got cold instead. Hazel’s dad explains that snowmen love the cold; it’s warm weather that gives them trouble – they melt! Hazel and Elinor chime in – just like Owen! He loves it out in the cold because he’s got thick fur to keep him warm, but elephants don’t have a fur coat so they have to wear winter clothes instead! With that, Hazel puts on her winter clothes. She wants to go back out to play and this time, she’ll keep her clothes on. 

Outside, Elinor, Owen, and Hazel play a game that even Hazel can do in her puffy winter coat; they make snow angels. And Ari… well, as soon as Ari lies down in the snow, he falls asleep. 
