ELINOR’S TOWN
Feed the Birds
[bookmark: _GoBack]PREMISE – V3 – January 21, 2019

Elinor’s Question: How do birds find food in the winter? 
Logline: Elinor and her friends build a birdfeeder for her friend Chicky the chickadee by using things they find in the house. 
Curriculum Goals:
LS3. Understand that all animals need food in order to live and grow, that they get their food from plants or from other animals: Elinor will observe the birds foraging for food
ND3. (RTL Crosscutting concept ‘Structure and Function’): Understand that structures
and materials in the natural world can be used or can inspire the engineering of structures
with similar function in the designed world. Elinor designs a birdfeeder that looks and functions like the tree where she observed the Chickadee was storing her seeds. 
SEP: TBD at Outline.

It’s a winter day (but no snow yet) and Elinor is in the backyard, watching the flittering winter birds in the trees.  She is particularly fond of Chicky, a tiny but super-friendly chickadee.  Chicky is on the ground pecking at seeds as Elinor talks to her about how cold it is and how the snow will soon come.  She notices Chicky picks up a seed and flies off, but then she’s back again in a second.  Chicky must be hungry! At dinner Elinor tells her folks about Chicky, wondering why she is still here, shouldn’t she have flown south? Ranger Rabbit explains that not all birds fly south for the winter, the ones that stay are the ones that are able to find food. “But how?” wonders Elinor.
The next morning, the ground is covered in snow (right where Chicky was pecking), so Elinor gets worried about her little chickadee friend. How will she find food now that the snow has covered the seeds in her pecking spot? Elinor needs more observations. As Elinor, Hazel and Ari investigate, they look for Chicky (with a comic runner about Ari looking for the perfect place to eat HIS snack) and they spit-ball some ideas.  Maybe the birds have lunch-boxes, but how would they carry them? Maybe the birds order out? But of course they don’t have phones. Maybe they store food like Mr. Squirrel does (this turns out to be true). As they look for Chicky they observe (and Hazel notes) all the different ways that the other birds find winter food: some peck at a lone, leftover apple in a tree, or berries in a bush, woodpeckers dig for bugs in trees then other birds can sip the sap from the holes, some plants (like sunflowers) leave big seed-heads that stick out of the snow. Finally they find Chicky pecking at the seeds she’s stored in a tree – smart Chicky!  But there aren’t many seeds in Chicky’s cache and Elinor worries her beloved bird friend might run out of food before the end of the winter!
So she decides to build Chicky a birdfeeder to store MORE seeds, the way Chicky stored seeds in her tree.  Back at home, Elinor tells Ranger Rabbit what they’ve observed – the birds were looking for food in all kinds of cool and unexpected places.  Ranger Rabbit says that’s called foraging, and she explains that Chicky probably has many different seed-storage places all over the yard (that’s why there weren’t many seeds in the one Elinor observed).  That gives Elinor an idea! She and her friends can “forage” in the house for things to use to make their birdfeeders. They find all kinds of things - string, pie-plates, milk cartons, mesh orange bags, toilet paper rolls, but when they think they might not have enough, it turns out Ranger Rabbit has a little “Storage” place of good craft supplies herself. So they all build birdhouses and Elinor decorates hers to look (and function) like Chicky’s tree.  Finished, they hang their home-made birdfeeders in the trees (filling them with sunflower seeds inspired by their observations), and they WORK!! Chicky shows up to have a peck, and she brings a bunch of her bird friends too! 
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