ELINOR WONDERS WHY

216A "Blackout!"
By: Katherine Sandford

Elinor’s question: What are shadows?

Simple answer: A dark area or shape that’s made when
something comes between light and a surface.

Logline: There’s a blackout in Animal Town so Elinor makes a
shadow play for her Mom!

Scientist: Jorge Cham

Main Curriculum Goal: EPS16. Begin to explore light and the
idea that some materials block all the light creating a dark
shadow on any surface beyond them, where the light cannot
reach.

a. Observe one’s own shadows and shadows of other things
(both indoors and outdoors), noticing that shadows are
observable when there is a light (sun or moon is shining,
flashlight) but not observable on a cloudy or dark day or
indoors when the lights are out.

b. Observe and investigate relationships between the size and
shape of shadows by exploring a light source and a variety of
objects to create shadows.

(Elinor explores and experiments with shadows created by the
moonlight and the flashlight.)

SEP1l. Asking questions:

Demonstrate curiosity about the greater world outside of
their local environment.

Ask more complex questions about observable phenomena.

Ask and/or identify cause and effect questions that can be
answered by an investigation.

Identify a problem that can be solved by the design of a new
or improved object or tool.

SEP3. Planning and carrying out investigations:

c. Demonstrate an ability to make and test predictions based
on background knowledge and experiences. ()

SEP8. Obtaining, evaluating, and communicating information:
c. Describe observable phenomena using adjectives and labels.
(Elinor and her Dad ask question, investigate and describe
and label the attributes of the shadows)

MAINS: Elinor, Dad, Ranger Rabbit

LOCATIONS: Elinor's room, staircase/foyer, living room
PROPS: craft supplies, paper Ranger Rabbit, paper bird,
spider and butterfly, flashlight, coatrack with coat and
ranger hat, tub with brooms and mops, book, bowl.
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EYT_ ELINOR . HoUSE - 003K

RALLOW PAN 1N IMAGE.

XT. ELINOR’S HOUSE - NIGHT

a pale, moonlit night just after a storm - maybe we see
last few flashes of lightning on the horizon. It’s still
ing a little bit <SFX: RAIN>

E ON: Through the brightly-1lit bedroom window, we see
OR and MR. RABBIT busily at work at her craft table.

Z. mXT. ELINOR’S ROOM - NIGHT

Elinor and Mr. Rabbit are working on a coloring project on a
big piece of paper.

1 ELINOR lu*\:_éu'f°"-6°“m°l\ 1‘
Good job coloring the trees green, 3‘ Eg
Dad. == : ,
= [ | =
in#t_e“nor_bdrm_iooga MR. RABBIT : ‘J, s e Al :f, Lg
I “J Why, thank you, Elinor. You saying [ B
“ ‘ ‘ so really makes me (grinning) ‘
| y "green.”
l j
ﬂ | ELINOR 3
Eiggggw;mqnq?gﬁe_ql <giggles> Oh, Dad. (pause) Do you
BALKDKOP TR LusaR ¥ DAO. think Mom will like this story
we're drawing for her?
4 MR. RABBIT 4
I'm sure of it.
5 ELINOR 5

I want to make her a story about
how great she is as a forest
ranger.

Remoue AL I7ems ON Desk + REPACE W PRANWA €

CRAYONS -
ANGLE ON: their drawing. Ceuub& + DAD Pmmw@ int_elinor_bdrm_020

»  §
6 ELINOR (CONT’D)
See, she's gonna be helping a
ON DRANW spider, a bird, and a butterfly.

7 MR. RABBIT
And don't forget the green trees.

8 ELINOR
Mm-hm. (beat) When is mom coming
home?
INT_ELINOR _BOKMLOOTA
9 MR. RABBIT
Soon, I think.
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10 ELINOR 10
INT_ELWOK _BofM- LOA- | Not too soon, I hope. We still
haven't finished the drawing.
11 MR. RABBIT 11
ON ORARWE What color should I make these
flowers?
12 ELINOR 12

INOP_BORM - 0%TA » how about... orange.
Nt ELINOP - tmm

13 MR. RABBIT 13
Oh, well, "orange" you... a great
color picker.

Suddenly,| ALL the lights go out. Pitch black! t_elinor_bdrm_005n

14 ELINOR
<GASP!>» What happened?

15 MR. RABBIT
It looks like the lights went out.

T (N QN EQ Rk,
S1€ URNS TO LOOK ELINOR
AT ©AO. Jhge
17 MR. RABBIT ——r

he power must have been cut off
LUt IN ON because of the storm. Don't worry.
TA I'm sure it'll come back soon.

Let's go get a flashlight from ]
W\DE€  ~downstairs.

et ?L —Elinor and her Dad head to the door - Eliner

shadews-.

WI-ELM0GEN-REL00 3. INT. STAIRCASE/FRONT HALL - NIGHT — S&C NexT PAGE PR LUNG Reom setuf

P&

GLE ON: The shadowy house from Elinor’s POV seems a little
strange.
_,4_54 DAD WALIWGY Do, Lo W2
LVING REDM
) ELINOR
Do you think the lights are out all
over Animal Town? -DhD TMen WALKS 6F€ L

REMOVE TREE
@1nor and Mr. Rabbit stroll down the stairs, looking around.

me bottom of the stairs, Dad sticks his head out the IWI_guiok-Liu-fm. cloc
front door.

zCAr;\ AM — :

19 ool 6PenS MR. RABBIT 19
P l - \ Probably, but I'm sure your mom and
' \d Ms. Beaver are working to fix it.
\"i -ceseS Dok

EFELNDR_MouSE - 02 oA
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Elinor and her Dad enter the shadowy living room. Dad goes to
the small table (where they checked for paper in the Paper
Quest episode).

20 MR. RABBIT 20
(et s 10 oy Ftil thenl '
: <wuer) \Until then), we have our mighty...
C"’ﬁé”séﬁ”éﬁ" > ' DIGAINGY (N DRARGR .

He rummages in the drawer and pulls out a...

21 MR. RABBIT (CONT'D) 21
...FLASHLIGHT!

<CLICK> Mr. Rabbit triumphantly turns it on. Nothing.

22 — MR. RABBIT (CONT’D) 22
Uh-oh, 'it looks like it needs new/ (o SHoT
batteries. No proble there’s
some in the kitchen.) Wait here,
Elinor. I’1l be right back. “~ spe.0AD EXIs 3R
Mr. Rabbit takes off to the kitchen, leaving Elinor
momentarily alone. She looks around nervously and then starts
sauntering through the darkness. Suddenly, she sees something
that puzzles her. ¢
g C/UT To (MED SHOT OF ELWOR .SHE TAKES A Féw 516PS ST
23 ELINOR 23
Huh? R
~THeN (AM PANS T0 CACTUS SHAPOW 0N FLGOS.
ANGLE ON: There’s a big cactus-shaped shadow by the door. She
didn’t notice before.
24 ELINOR (CONT'D) ./, 24
Is that a... cactus? e [
TRAMED ON SHADAAN I~ £
Elinor creeps forward bravely. ( -
25 ELINOR (CONT’'D) 25
EuWA}DCI?Tsv&STA E\That is a big cactus doing in the
) living room?
STCP ALK SR of X
= —CAm THE (UTS To SHADOWD 0N GRAIUNG & PAus Tﬁ‘eﬁéé’wﬁ RACk,
ELINOR’S POV: But—as——she gets—eleser; she can see it’s
actually a large shadow cast by a coat stand/tree.
DESIGN NOTE: A coat stand/tree can look very much like a
cactus. See the links at the bottom.
26 . ELINOR (CONT'D) 26
Mmep St = (relieved giggling)
Oh, I see.] The shadow of the coat U6 ELINOR, SHADOUS <
stand looks like a cactus - that’ wpejsnowl /
so funny. LOAT KAl
(MORE) ~KEEP ELInOR M(,@.O WHERE SHE (AN &£

TREE SHA06W -
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ELINOR (CONT'D)
(turns)

Wait a minute, what’s that?

AN
ANGLE ON: A large tree-shaped shadow looms behind her.

277 ELINOR (CONT'D) D SLENE 27
N0 SToPPING
A tree? In the house? nggzté‘sm@, LoOKiu UP AT IT.
As she gets closer, she can see another big shadow cast by a
small house plant. INT_EUNC _LW_ W60 4
28 ELINOR (CONT'D)
Losk FAYM SHADOW To (giggling) _
FLOWER, THen ovekk TREKS | 0ooh, it’s the SHADOW of this
D i little plant. _
She looks more closely at the little houseplant
to the shadows.
CLINGR RINS |NTd SHOT + HafS uP 61TO CouCH.
29 ELINOR (CONT’D)
But the shadow looks so much
PANNING Ve To ___ bigger.
SHADKA - -

I wonder why?

-
INT—EUNo LIV~ R 60D
At that moment, Mr. Rabbit returns from the kitchen, NeSLas
brandishing the lit-up flashlight.

ML Sk
30 MR. RABBIT
I found the batteries for our

30
d\,ﬂ, eUNSK_LIW_ QN_toY
mighty flashlight! We have LIGHT!\

(lightsabre noise as he

swings the flashlight

around) WD SHOT (To HIDE LiayT FWWNG)
Wwoe Whoo-whooaaa! ARMND  KedM
31 ~Dap fRe£2€S ELINOR 31
Mo SWING
Hey Dad, I thought I saw a cactus
~ELUNG HWPPING | growing in the house.
OEC (V.

32

MR. RABBIT
A cactus?

32
Wteunst.Lv-@M-o1l she points to the first shadows near the door.
J | ELINOR 33
& See! The shadow of the coat stand
1 13 i

And the
shadow of that little plant looks
like a big tree!

INT_SUNOR LIV &M _0063.
SMILAK LAMEy MK FRion LIE
24,55 €LINOR FIRST PontS
At FLG\AGA,THGN Lenos OAD
D “Ree SHADOW.
MR. RABBIT
STEFP f’WQ\ VA%( Whoa, cool.

34
It does look like a
Lo, aaser 1o tree!

~leep Dap PONTIWNG FLASHU GHT AT 6Royno, M MO
INTERFERE W/ (CAST SHADIWS:

Elinor points. Mr. Rabbit looks.

34
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35 ELINOR 35
Shadows are sooo interesting. I
wonder how they work.

36 MR. RABBIT 36
Good question. Here, take this.

Mr. Rabbit hands her his flashlight.

37 ELINOR HET 37
Whoa! I can use the mighty |ME&D S
flashlight? j HES (N AWE 66 THE FlastiuetT.
38 MR. RABBIT 38

I think you are ready, young
grasshopper. But it’s not just a
flashlight. It will make SHADOWS.
Give it a try! INT_ELINDR LW RM_ 604
- LAMP DUPLILATED ¢ PLALED, 6&@‘-‘”‘
Elinor points her flashlight at a nearby lamp. l ﬂQ v

ELINOR
<GASP!> I made a shadow of the
lamp!

MR. RABBIT
You sure did. What do you notice?
N AR\ 6€ COLCH. ¢
Elinor sets the flashlight down! (Stlll pointing at the lamp)
and walks up to the lamp and the wall to observe.

41 ELINOR 41
It looks like the lamp blocks the y
light from the flashlight from INt_EUNd L _LWV-RM_6V
shining on the wall. And that makes
the shadow!

42 MR. RABBIT 42

You figured it out!
Elinor puts her hand in front of the flashlight.

43 ELINOR 43
Dad look! My hand shadow is sooo
big! And now it’s getting smaller

and smaller. N ELWBKJ—W‘KN\_,OEL(

She moves her hand away. “Ramed o i \NEOLU(?P(Q
UCH AR
44 ELINOR (CONT’D) FLAHUGHT
Oh, I get it. When my hand gets
closer to the flashlight, the
shadow gets bigger, and when it’s
farther away, it gets smaller.
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45 MR. RABBIT 45
Nice thinking. You noticed a
pattern. Objects closer to the
light make a bigger shadow.

46 ELINOR 46
I wonder what would happen if the
FLASHLIGHT moved instead of my
hand.

47 MR. RABBIT 47
Let’s try it out.
eV WML, GLIVoR STEPS (N GRNT of FRNT Pk
Dad takes the flashlight’ané starts moving it around,
focusing on Elinor.

AD F\RST

L&

48 eaonie OFC (™ ELINOR e
<wen V80N, look, it’s a shadow of me! Look /
xt O° at my ears. They’re all stretchy '®

o

and wiggly! Whoo-whoo-whoo.

Elinor moves around, getting into her shadow. ¢ N(L ueo A NEW LAYOVT 6F

4 MR. RABBIT A MORg S’TKLM(:\Z\J 0NV VIEW oF

ANGLE oN — |Yep, when I move the flashlight, THe WAL [ ook
OrRO the light hits you at different
angles,| so_the shadows move around.— ANGLE BAU( 6N ELWBR &
Her SHAPSW.
Suddenly, Elinor gets an idea, and she looks toward the
plant.
50 ELINOR 50
Wait a sec. How did the plant make
a shadow when all the lights were
out?
51 MR. RABBIT TURNING, OFF FLAMUGHT,

Another great question from Elinor!

What do you think? ANO WALKIN O 0K T gLk

Dad turns off the flashlight.

52 ELINOR 52
I think...we need MORE
observations.
(RESS KON (she looks around and sees
@NT‘E%IMG/:\(,\%LW— 6> ), — | there is pale light
NG T6 A (4 on THE - coming 1n the w1ndow)
B2\ THE WINDOW Wait! There is light coming through
pLowet W CDICH- the window,| but where’s it coming
BEHING TRE from? —BACK ON clwor € DAD.

A
CLwok (s TOWARDS &
She runs to the window and looks oqt.

BT_ELINGKR_HOUSE . UDLL o




EXT_ELINOR _HWSE_ 653K (éLwor(‘S P.W.,wbkwcn AT N\‘m@
Bl 'Blackout!' RECORD DRAFT 7.

OR POV: She looks out the living room window and realizes
moonlight is illuminating the coat rack, which casts a

ELINOR (CONT’'D) 53
<GASP!> Dad! 1It’s the MOON! The
light is shining off the MOON and

I That’'s soo | — |NT_EUNOR_LIV_ R 65
interesting! | ~ELINGR TU(({:)EI%‘ E)(O LovlC
BauC AT :

MR. RABBIT 54
Should we see what else we can make | NI(NG (N T0 SoIN HEA.
shadows of? & TURNING ON FLASHLIGHT
55 ELINOR 55
Yeah. How about... an apple!

Elinor runs over and holds up an apple from a bowl on the end
table by the couch.

SHE HOLOS U@ DOTH A{ THE SAME TME:

0 Lovkl
wKértswowJ
56 ELINOR /(CONT'D) —
CLINIK STAaNM0S (N RN+  And a book. (pause) Dad, I notice a Rehnce
(£ €RONT POIK AGAIN round apple makes a round shadow, i B e

FOR HERK PAD 4D SHINE and a square book makes a square
He, TLASHUGHT At Hes. shadow.

57 MR. RABBIT 57
Yep, the shape of the object makes
the shape of the shadow.
PPPLE

She puts the book‘rdown‘and then holds her two fingers in a
“peace sign.” 6N FLOR.
58 ELINOR 58
Dad look! I made a shadow bunny!
Like me!
59 MR. RABBIT 59
Awesome, walt a sec.

on FLooR.

Dad puts down the flashl'ght‘/in a good place and makes a dog
shape with his fingers.(clﬁodwwe\ DORN Next To Eb\NM)

60 MR. RABBIT (CONT'D) 60
(Mr. Dog'’s voice)

Oh, hell Eli | T Mr.
Dog,;. gllo, inor S me, Mr AGLE oN  SHADOWS

61 ELINOR 61
(giggling)
Hey, Mr. Dog! What are you up to?
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62 MR. RABBIT 62
(Mr. Dog’s voice) ANGLE ON SHADOWS

Oh, nothing much. There’s|a
blackout, as you know. What are you
doing?

63 ELINOR 63
We'’re making shadows...
w0
Elinor moves her'hands in front of the flashlight. It looks a
little like a butterfly.

64 ELINOR (CONT’D) 64
AneLe oN ELINO®  _pey padl Look at my handJ It looks
4 HGR HANOS. 11k otterfl
ike a butterfly. ~~aNGLE ON RUTTEA FLyY
(VA
65 MR. RABBIT 3 S 65
So it does. ANGLE 0N OAP
Elinor moves her hands a bit more.
68 ELINOR sl 6%
Such a pretty butter.. j ANGLE onN SHAD

iz31 o€ NOQ
(realizing) —TUEN TAJLK OUt TO INCLY -\E%Ao.

<GASP!> Dad! We haven’t finished my
story for Mom! And she’ll be home
any minute.

67 MR. RABBIT 67
Uh-oh.
PIKS UP FLASHUIGHT &om FLooft
Elinor tekes—the—flashlight—frem—him and heads towards the

stairs.

68 ELINOR

74 1 - sHW K QUNNING UP STMQS out 0F
o o Sslélfﬁ TELé\SerAN w0 pRO,STILL g{ueeuuc; Y DooK,
HE STANOS W/ A SMILE ,AS WE TRANSTION -

4. INT. ELINOR’S ROOM - NIGHT

Elinor (holding the flashlight) and her Dad come racing into
the bedroom. >\ND STTING AT DESK.

69 ELINOR 69
I have so much to do!

70 MR. RABBIT 70
I'll hold the flashlight.

71 ELINOR 71
But then, how will you finish
coloring the forest?
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F2 MR. RABBIT 72
Hmmm. Good point.
Elinor looks around despondently.
73 ELINOR 73

Aww. It’s just too dark. I’'ll never
finish my story before Mom gets

home.
\
She accidentally waves her hand in front of the ashlight / /
again. @
74 ELINOR (CONT'D) \ R
INT_eLNoR_ BORM_ GO, (thinks, then) % \ %\/
(ExtedD To INOLVD € OGOQ) Wait a minute... I have an idea how _6“,.1,« oks AT Her( HAND

we can tell Mom our story! THen tHE SHADOR, AS (AMEA

ASuSts to REVEAL SHADIW-
CROSSFADE TO:
i;OYER/LIVING ROOM - LATER THAT NIGHT

(DESIGN NOTE: It would be nice to start this with a sweep of
headlights across the room, if possible.)

A beat or two then, the door opens, and Ranger Rabbit calls
into the darkness.

75 RANGER RABBIT 75
(calling)
Hellooo! Where is everybody?
Mr\. Rabbit greets her at the top of the stairs.

76 MR. RABBIT 76
Welcome home, honey. How’s the|[DAD S_TAMN@ ON
power outage going? S’\'A(QS

77

RANGER RABBIT

Ms. Beaver and her crew are almost (_[/03|/\jé\ Ddb(

done. The lights should be back on
any minute. v TA(W(S\

MR. RABBIT 78
\iell, you’d better come up here. We

have something to show you! — (,\0\,\\@\ RAULC UP ST/X\R%’\
0
—ANGLE 0N MED SHOT 65 wom SmILING, AND dnav:uoug».

INT_GunoR_gorm_06F ( RemovE DESK, g'mks\xw? & [temS 6N LEFT NALL)
— DAD LEADS MoM  PasST clisdft 4 OFF _S_g
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ENT_ CUNON_BORM. 6O .

MR. RABBIT 79
Why don’t you take a seat over
here?
RANGER RABBIT 80
Oookay
mMwWeE StsuL , _ . ,
4@“5)32” Mr. Rabbit guides Ranger Rabbit past Elinor <SFX: GIGGLING>
FLASHLI GH-t in the corner and settles her on the bed.
81 MR. RABBIT 81
Now, just relax... in the shadows!

Ranger Rabbit is a little puzzled, but she knows something is
up.

82 RANGER RABBIT 82
In the shadows? ON EUNORS DESK StunL

Mr. Rabbit places the flashlight in a good,v;redetermined
spot and turns it on.-THEN SIS NEXT TQ Mm¥w.

The illuminated spot should not be that big. It should be
about Elinor’s height (see this doodle
https://www.Drobox.Com/scull/fi/h7wd32whcxrcyadxhgz75/Screens
hot 20230720_034030_OneNote.Jpg?Rekey=yt315sxn31x0vrcr2ec5wwd
x2&d1=0)

Suddenly, Elinor’s voice comes from the darkness.

\,NT‘%‘ WO :\SDM St ELINOR 83
N, ¢ 4 (narrating voice)
' ﬂ Welcome to... our shadow story (‘DG “\/T SHO\Q EUMG(L)
RANGER RABBIT 84

A shadow story? How interesting...

ELINOR 85
Once upon a time, there was a

beautiful forest. And in the NOW RAMED TIGHTER
forest, there lived... a bird who| gN ((ACLE 0% LIGHT.
loved to fly way up to the sky. A

Elinor makes a bird shape with her hands, flying up to the

sky.
86 RANGER RABBIT
That looks just like a bird!
87 ELINOR

And a spider, who loved to crawl

along the ground, like this -
(spider voice)

Crawl, crawl, crawl.

W SIULONT SEc ELNUR DURN G PePet S FIANG S0 SHA0SS




88

89

90

91

92

93

94

95

96

97

98
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Elinor makes her spider shadow crawl.

RANGER RABBIT 88
Very nice crawling spider.
ELINOR 89
(spider voice)

Thank you!
(normal voice)
...and a fluttery butterfly!

She makes a butterfly shadow with her hands fluttering

around.

RANGER RABBIT 90
Wow, such realistic animals.

ELINOR 91
Except they’re just shadows.

RANGER RABBIT 92
Oh, right.

ELINOR 93

But then one day there was a
terrible storm.

Nothing happens. Elinor whispers to her father.

ELINOR (CONT’D) 94
Psst Dad!

MR. RABBIT \&TILL SHTHING WK MM, DAD _— 95
Oh, right. BET, 676 BED KNEELS DOTEL qer

NEXT TO 5W62L *AEMA@
He jumps up and flashes the flashlight a few tlmes llke
lightning while Elinor makes <SFX: STORM SOUNDS>.

ELINOR 96
(narrating)
And the butterfly, the spider and
the bird got lost. Luckily, a hero
was coming to save the day. A kind,
smart, strong and very brave Forest
Ranger named.. Ranger Rabbit!

Mr. Rabbit makes a shadow that looks like Ranger Rabbit.

RANGER RABBIT 97
Hey, that really looks like me.

ELINOR 98
Yep, Dad is very good at shadows.
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99 MR. RABBIT 99
Well, I'm happy to lend... a hand.

He puts his hand in the shadow and wiggles his fingers.

100 ELINOR 100
(giggle)
And when Ranger Rabbit came, she
found all the animals and helped
them all find their home. The bird
flew up to its tree.

She makes the bird fly up out of the flashlight beam.

101 ELINOR (CONT’D) 101
The spider crawled off to its web.

She makes the spider crawl downwards out of frame (we don’t
have to see the web).

102 ELINOR (CONT’D) 102
And the butterfly fluttered home to
its flowers - the end.

The butterfly flutters out of frame stage left.

103 RANGER RABBIT 103
What a wonderful story! VQQ“
W
<SFX: MUM AND DAD CHEER AND CLAP - YAY!> ¢ 5\/\Q \)P.
\N W\ GAQQ

But at the moment, the lights go on? <SFX: COLLECTIVE GASP!>
as Elinor and her parents look around at the newly lit-up

environment.
164 RANGER RABBIT (CONT'D) %94
It looks like the blackout’s over. QTMD\NG\ UP.
163 MR. RABBIT 105

(realizing)
Hey! That means you can finish
your drawings now, Elinor.

106 ELINOR 106
(disappointed, realizing)
Yeah, buuuut, I’'d rather keep
playing with the shadows. Can we
turn off the lights?

Dad turns out the light and makes a Mr. Dog shadow.
107 MR. RABBIT 107

(Mr. Dog'’s voice)
You got it, Elinor <BARK! BARK!>.



108
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All the Rabbit family make shadows with the flashlight.

ELINOR/RANGER RABBIT/ MR. RABBIT 108
(< AD-LIB GIGGLING AND MDD
HAVING FUN) S)((\E\\ANC\ @ZSN‘Q
Oooh, nice one!/You make a bunny CKB\) \ 0\
too, Mom!/ Oooh, a swan, good one, \M/ D’)&) {’C',u’\m

honey! \f\]

THE_ UGHT ST

PULL OUT on a cozy moment of the family having fun in thgkbw\ uG)W

dark together. ~FU>«9«’{ ;

FADE OUT —:U{QMJ p¢déﬂ’£; OhJ
; SUADOLS:

THE END. - @056 N/ EXT_euNO. WMSE,,ODEK

https://www.walmart.ca/en/ip/Standing-Coat-Rack-Stand-Hat- M&Le%m%gé,

Wooden-Free-Tree-9-Hooks-Easy-Assemble-Jackets-Hanger-Bedroom-
Hallway-Entryway-Entryway-Hallway-Bedroom-Offic/1YMLGG3X0OD10



