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Elinor’s Question: How can Ms. Mole get around without her glasses? 	Comment by Rhianon Gutierrez: The sensory exploration is clear in this story. I also commented on areas that would make her a powerful character for representation – showing what people with disabilities CAN DO. Not inspirational but more a way of living that not everyone is familiar with. Ms Mole’s character is a great way to explore how we can tap into all of our potential and not focus on the deficits.
Logline: When Ms. Mole leaves her glasses behind at school, Elinor, Hazel and Ari track her down to return them, and discover that Ms. Mole relies on other senses to get around. 
Curriculum Goals:
SEP 6– Constructing explanations
a. Use background knowledge experiences, and data to construct reasonable explanations and theories of natural phenomena
b. Look for and describe patterns and relationships in natural phenomena 
 c. Use and apply productive science discourse to support an explanation
d. Use evidence to support a theory or solution to a problem 
LS2. Understand that animals have different body parts that are used in different ways to meet their needs, and that plants have different parts that help them survive and grow: a. Identify body parts of animals and their function

ND. None in this one. 

1.INT. SCHOOL CLASSROOM – DAY

It’s the end of class, and all the kids are packing up to go home. And so is Ms. Mole! Elinor, Ari and Hazel are chatting with her, and the kids wonder what Ms. Mole does after she leaves the school (this blows Ari’s mind: teachers do things OUTSIDE of school??). Ms. Mole explains, as she cleans her glasses, that today she is going to run a few errands, starting with stopping by the bakery to pick up some fresh bread. 	Comment by Microsoft Office User: How old is Ms Mole? Important here as we make connections to the walking stick later.	Comment by Microsoft Office User: Should we note here that she has a walking stick that she opens up or carries as she leaves the classroom?

2. EXT. SCHOOL – DAY

The kids walk out and Ms. Mole bids them adieu. Right before they get into the forest, Hazel says, wait! She forgot her notebook!  	Comment by Microsoft Office User: Is Ms Mole’s walking stick visible here?

3. INT. CLASSROOM - DAY

Hazel runs back to the classroom (it’s open, there’s no crime in Animal Town) to get it and she finds that Ms. Mole has already left. She finds her notebook and realizes: Uh oh, Ms. Mole left her glasses on her desk!

4. EXT. CLASSROOM – DAY

Hazel brings the glasses back to Elinor and Ari, and they wonder if Ms. Mole needs them. Glasses are for seeing, so of course she must need them!  How can she see without them? They decide to try to catch up to her so they can give her the glasses. They remember she was going to the bakery first, so they head that way.  	Comment by Microsoft Office User: This is the central question of the story and lesson. Do the students not know the answer to this question? Does Ms Mole not share, as a teacher, how she uses her senses with her students? Is their mission driven by wanting to help Ms Mole because she can’t see without them (a deficit focus) or because she forgot them and they are important to her (like a purse being left behind)? Very important to set up the stage for this question in the dialogue amongst the characters. And, their change has to be made clear at the end – are they transformed because they now know what Ms Mole (and they) are fully capable of, or is it more of the case of the missing glasses being returned to a quirky owner?

5. EXT. ANIMAL TOWN SQUARE - DAY

The kids approach the center of Animal Town, which is like a very small town main street, with friendly adults and families walking around and no traffic. Elinor and Hazel know the way to the bakery, and as they approach, Ari notes that something smells really good.	Comment by Microsoft Office User: This setup of the environment is clear. It’s small town USA where people know each other and the routes are pretty safe. I get the sense that they care about their community. So, if something careless happens, will people be quick to resolve issues? Or if somebody is in distress, they will lend a helping hand? This is important too for the kids’ characterization – they are well-intentioned kids who want to return glasses to their owner (and learn more about her along the way).

6. INT. MR. RACOON’S BAKERY – DAY

When they get to the bakery, Mr. Raccoon greets them, and offers them a few sample buns of bread, which Ari eagerly accepts. The kids explain to Mr. Raccoon that they are looking for Ms. Mole to give her back her glasses, and Mr. Raccoon says that Ms. Mole was here, but she left a little while ago. 

Hazel asks if Ms. Mole bought the bread she wanted, and Mr. Raccoon says yes. She knew exactly which kind of bread she wanted and she picked it out from the rack of breads on the wall.  The kids wonder how Ms. Mole was able to get the exact bread she wanted if she can’t see. 	Comment by Microsoft Office User: Focus less on the deficit of “she can’t see” and more on what did Ms Mole get? What smells and tastes and touch did she experience?

At that moment, Ari, still hungry apparently, starts smelling all the different kinds of breads: ooh, rye! And sourdough! And banana bread! Banana bread? Says Hazel, that’s her favorite! Elinor thinks about it and then figures it out. Ms. Mole probably figured out which bread she wanted by using her nose! Mr. Raccoon says proudly that his breads are the best smelling breads in town.  Actually, he’s the only baker in town, so that’s definitely true.  Oh! He just remembered, Ms. Mole said she was going to get some fruit at the park fruit stand right after here! The kids decide to go there.

7. EXT. PARK - DAY

Meanwhile, we catch up to Ms. Mole.  Ms. Mole is walking along the park periphery, which is lined with a waist-high fence. As she walks along the fence with her walking stick, without her glasses, but chipper and whistling to herself, some funny things happen to her. A little kid ahead of her drops a banana peel on the sidewalk, right where Ms. Mole is going to step! It looks like she’s going to step on it, but right before it happens we see her nose twitch (sniff sniff) and she perfectly misses it, the banana being exactly in-between her steps. Phew! 	Comment by Microsoft Office User: Curious how she will be walking. Is her walk slow and intentional? Fast paced and direct – she’s on a mission? It’s not specified here, but this characterization will be important. Does she use the walking stick to ID herself as visually impaired and to scan her surroundings for obstacles and orientation purposes? Or is it a cane that provides some mobility supports? I would think of a couple of things for her to encounter where it’s clear how the stick helps her out – at curbs and to situate herself amongst passersby.
	Comment by Microsoft Office User: 	Comment by Rhianon Gutierrez: We know this. Focus less on what she cannot do and what she can do.	Comment by Rhianon Gutierrez: Remove.	Comment by Microsoft Office User: Is this an accident? How far is he from Ms Mole? Is he being careless about those around him, or was it an accident and he did not see Ms Mole?	Comment by Microsoft Office User: Does it need to be her nose to make that connection to the bread earlier? How about if her walking stick identified an obstacle and she stopped and sniffed (and maybe she threw it away too?)

But then, some kids in the park kicks a ball too hard (with a loud sound effect), and it looks like it’s about to hit Ms. Mole! Fortunately, she heard the ball get kicked and at the last second, she ducks and the ball just misses her head. She turns the corner and we see her going up to the park fruit stand.	Comment by Rhianon Gutierrez: How about instead she hears it, it comes up to her, and she kicks it back? She clearly has some vision, but her visual perception isn’t clear to us. Will we have a POV shot? Would be great to include that here. Quick duck reactions are not always the easiest – does she need to avoid the ball? It would be fun to see her engage instead of having things “happen to her.”

8. EXT. STREET ON THE WAY TO THE PARK - DAY

Back to the kids, we see them walking towards the park. On the way, they talk about how cool it is to use smells to find things. But they wonder, how is Ms. Mole getting around? Ari, munching on some buns, agrees it’s a Ms. Mole Mystery!	Comment by Rhianon Gutierrez: Deficit focus. Emphasize the smells and how this is helpful for getting around.
	
The kids get to the fruit stand, which is manned by Ms. Gorilla. Ms. Gorilla greets them and asks them if they would like some fruit.  The kids explain they are looking for Ms. Mole to give her glasses back, and Ms. Gorilla says that Ms. Mole was just here!  They ask Ms. Gorilla if Ms. Mole got the fruit she wanted, and Ms. Gorilla says yes! She got exactly 3 apples, 2 oranges, and one grape cluster.  She picked them out herself and gave them to Ms. Gorilla. 

The kids wonder how Ms. Mole was able to pick the right fruit, if she can’t see without her glasses! The fruits don’t smell that particularly strong. They experiment to see if they can tell the difference.  They hold an apple and note how smooth its skin is (Ari and Elinor use their hands, and Hazel uses her trunk).  Then they hold an orange, and they note that it has rough skin. Then they hold the grapes and see that they feel bumpy. That’s how Ms. Mole was able to pick the fruit!  She used her touch! Ms. Gorilla lets them all have a piece of fruit. She also could have used her taste, says Ari, as he munches on a grape. Then Ms. Gorilla tells them that Ms. Mole was going to have a picnic in the town park. The kids decide to go look for her.	Comment by Rhianon Gutierrez: This scene could focus less on how she can pick things out because she can’t see and instead on how she picked out the right fruits that met her needs and tastes!

9. EXT. PARK - DAY

Meanwhile, Ms. Mole is setting up her picnic near a big tree with some birds chirping on it. She lays out her blanket and things. Nearby, a young couple is talking, and one of them has his foot on a log.  Suddenly his foot slips and the log rolls over to Ms. Mole, making a rumbling sound. Just as the log rolls over to her, Ms. Mole sits down on it, perfectly timed	Comment by Rhianon Gutierrez: Which sense is this supposed to tap into? This seems more like a humorous setup than anything. What’s the message here?

ON: the kids, they are walking around the park, looking for Ms. Mole. They can’t find her, so they stop to talk. Where could she be, and how is she getting around without her glasses? While Elinor and Hazel are talking, Ari spots Kai Wombat and calls out to him. Hey, Kai! Over here! It’s me, Ari, Elinor and Hazel!  Have you seen Ms. Mole!? We have her glasses and need to find her! Kai! Over here! Where is Ms. M-	Comment by Rhianon Gutierrez: Emphasize that they want to find her – the larger park makes it more overwhelming perhaps? Is it busy there? Scattered people? How else can we set the scene to show how she navigates?

At that moment, Ms. Mole pops up next to them. Ms. Mole! We’ve been looking for you! We have your glasses!  But how did you find us?? Ms. Mole says she heard them. Or more specifically, she heard Ari.  The kids are amazed.  You used your ears to find us?  Yes, says Ms. Mole.  If you close your eyes, you can use your ears to tell where things are, especially loud ones like Ari. They give Ms. Mole her glasses and she wipes them and puts them on. From her POV, we see that her vision is not that much improved. Ah, well, that’s… better, says Ms. Mole, and thanks them.	Comment by Rhianon Gutierrez: Maybe the busyness of the park contributes to them not finding her so easily, but she uses her great hearing to find people! 	Comment by Rhianon Gutierrez: We should be clear the kind of vision she has. Is she a person who needs glasses, or are they one tool in her toolbox? Sure, she has her other senses, but her walking stick is important too. Do the kids think that she needs both, and not just one? Do they not fully understand all the ways that she can navigate the world? 

Nearsightedness can be her visual impairment, but there are others too that could necessitate the use of a cane, such as retinitis pigmentosa (tunnel vision). This would be a powerful visual POV for the viewers to see at the end if her POV reveal should come later. We know that animals’ vision is impacted – peripheral, etc. This could be an interesting area to explore how we adapt when using our senses and our physical tools like glasses and walking sticks. 

Elinor has a burning question: She explains they figured out how she picked the bread, and the fruit, and how she found them, but… How did you get around, if you didn’t have your glasses, Ms. Mole? Why, says Ms. Mole, I used my other senses! There’s lots you can know using your ears, your nose and your hands.  Let me explain… 	Comment by Rhianon Gutierrez: Perhaps they reveal here that they think she needed her glasses because they never see her without them, and she later reveals that she uses her senses, and her walking stick and sometimes doesn’t always need her glasses.	Comment by Rhianon Gutierrez: And the walking stick.

She starts a ditty about using your other senses. During the ditty, we see that she used her smell to locate the bakery, and she used her hands to follow the fence along the park, and she used her ears to follow where the big tree with the singing birds was.	Comment by Rhianon Gutierrez: And walking stick.

She invites the kids to the picnic and they all sit down to eat.  Ari reaches right away for some fruit, but Ms. Mole says, Ah-ah, Ari! Let’s all sit down first. Ari is amazed, how did she know!? Ms. Mole says she doesn’t need her eyes, nose or ears to know that Ari is always hungry.  They all have a good laugh.	Comment by Rhianon Gutierrez: This is great and would definitely be a plausible scenario. He isn’t in her periphery!
THE END.




