PBS Specials
Nature Cat: A Nature Carol – 53:30 (incl. 30” credits)
The Daniel Tiger Movie: Won’t You Be Our Neighbour - 47:30 -  (incl. 30” credits)
Kathy’s Rough Notes:  Jan. 25, 2020

Topline Notes
Each Special was very different from the other.
Each served its particular show, theme, brand.
Both kept their focus firmly on the MAIN.
Both had new characters, and new (or heavily redressed) settings.
Both had a lot of music, including produced songs (DT:12:25 mins, NC: 14 mins) and musical montages. 
All timings are rough, done by me – so…rough.

NATURE CAT: A NATURE CAROL
Nature Cat was a CHRISTMAS special (not holiday).
NC didn’t have new settings per se, but was set in winter and CHRISTMAS (past, present and future) 
Had a very formal structure (ala a Christmas Carol) and clear story arc.
Nature Cat goes from loving presents/consumerism, loud Xmas music and obnoxious over-decorating to realizing that loud music and bight lights are harmful to forest animals, and he can be happier with less as long as he still has his friends!
It was fast-paced and very clever, jokes coming fast (at all levels, all type – visual, verbal, puns etc.). 
Voice cast all adults, SNL – Kate McKinnon!! 
The story was pretty predictable, if you know the story of a Christmas Carol.
To be honest I’m not sure what age this show is geared for – maybe upper preschool (which goes as old as 7 or 8) 
The music was VERY STRONG, the singing was excellent, lots of variety in style, and it was spaced evenly throughout with two songs at the beginning and a song with each of the visits of Morley, Xmas past, present and future, and two songs at the end. 
There were 8 songs ranging from 1:30 to 2:30 (in sections) 14 Minutes of song (excluding musical montages) over 53:30

DANIEL TIGER MOVIE: WON’T YOU BE OUR NEIGHBOUR (47:00 - 30 secs credits)
Daniel Tiger Special was called a MOVIE first thing in the opening sequence. 
DT’s only new setting (I’m pretty sure) was a new house in great detail and a number of song montages (make-believe, Crayon world)
The structure was much gentler and more fluid than NC.  Daniel’s “want” was simply a new friend, but this was expressed in a gentle, organic way.
Main emotional focus is the “New Neighbour”. Her name is Jody and she’s a Platypus. JORGE – WHAT IS THE CONTROVERSY??
Music was unevenly dispersed.  13 songs including one reprised twice ranging in length from 15 sec to 2:40 (big production number) 12:25 of over 47:33 special 
[bookmark: _GoBack]A LOT of music at the beginning – “Won’t You Be OUR Neighbour” (2:25 – which basically follows the Mail Truck as it drives to and through the Neighbourhood, setting up the locations – sung by a narrator) and “New Neighbours” (5 mins in) 2:40 -  Daniel with Dad and the WHOLE TOWN – big production number with lots of settings, characters, singing and dancing.
Over 5 minutes of singing in the first 7:40 minutes!!
Section ends with Daniel singing  “Will our new Neighbours have a friend for me?” This is at 7:40!
But then things come down in energy and the overall pacing is really very gentle. 
Little conflicts and resolutions were dispersed throughout.  Set up and then quickly resolved within the story (although there was some call-back). 
There is a LOT of authentic kid-play.  Playing with toys in a realistic way, rolling trains on the ground,  role-playing with stuffed animals, make-believe, crawling into paper boxes and colouring the inside (and then entering a kid-drawing world), acting out books.  I thought this was really strong.
Everything, all humour, vocab and references was right in the age range.  Design too. 
7:45 intro Mum Tiger and Margaret (sister)  – still no sign of neighbours.
9:00 minutes in Daniel Make Believes what it would be like to move (to an apt. A farm, the moon) (SONG 1:35), and we STILL haven’t met the new neighbours.
12:12 We meet the new neighbour Mum (Dr. Platypus), no kids yet. 
13:30 – Dr. Plat says “where are my children?” to a room full of boxes – hide and seek ensues (baby twins revealed) NOTE:  Dr. Plat lives with her own mother and three kids. 
17 Minutes in we MEET THE NEW NEIGHBOUR, the ADORABLE Jody the Platypus - (NB the Hide and Seek in Boxes lasted FOUR MINUTES).  And there is more “empty box play” later. 
The rest of the Episode is devoted to getting to know Jody, and to her emotional journey as she deals with moving.  There are a lot of small touching arcs that are resolved within a few minutes i.e. she draws a picture of her old home and old neighbourhood and reminisces (feeling lonely)in song as she and Daniel enter her crayon drawing; she loses a beloved bedtime book, which Daniel (with the help of the viewers) finds.  And she even cries twice. 
Though all of this Daniel Tiger is mainly there as emotional support and he does a GREAT job, you can actually see their friendship growing!
There is a BIG PARTY at the end but the idea is only introduced with an invite at 33:00 mins in. They don’t GET to the Welcome party until 39:00
Meet other townsfolks, more songs, call-backs to a couple of things set-up, i.e. she reads the new kids the story in her lost book, acting it out. Goes from shy to having MORE friends. 
Then fireworks – and a trolley ride home. 
The last song is very gentle, a bed-time song that revisits the days adventures as we make our way through the town at night.   “It’s a Beautiful Night in the Neighbourhood”.
At the end, when  Jody calls Daniel “friend” – it feels real!
As you can probably tell, I really liked this special.  I took lots more detailed notes on structure, if anyone’s interested.







