ELINOR’S TOWN
Moon Mystery
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Elinor’s Question: Are there plants and animals on the moon? 
Logline: The kids learn that there is life all over the Earthwonder whether there are plants on the moon, and collect information from different sources. but not on the moon.
Curriculum Goals:
· LS3: Understand that all animals need food in order to live and grow, that they get their food from plants or from other animals, and that plants need water and light to live and grow: 
· ND2. (RTL Crosscutting concept ‘Cause and Effect’):  Appreciate that events are connected to each other via cause and effect, and that similar links can be found in the natural and designed worlds. 
· SEP1: Asking questions, demonstrate curiosity about the greater worlds.


Elinor is on her front porch with her dad. The clouds have parted and the moon is out. He shows her how to look at it through a telescope. They comment on how round it is and how bright it looks. Elinor looks at the plants around her. She wonders, “are there plants and animals on the moon?” Before her dad can answer, Elinor’s mom calls them for her to go to bed.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The next day, Elinor shares her question with her friends. They get curious about it. Are there plants and animals everywhere? Hazel finds a book with pictures from all over the world. Jungles, deserts, mountains, and the south pole.  Elinor notices that there seem to be plants and animals EVERYWHERE, cold or hot, wet or dry. If there are plants and animals all around them, why can’t there be plants and animals on the moon? It’s a mystery! Ari says that if there are flowers on the moon, he’d like to get some to give to his mom for her birthday. They discuss different ways they could find out: they could go to the moon (but none of them know how to get there). They could get a bigger telescope so they could see better, but none of them know where to get one.  Finally, Elinor has an idea: they could ask a lot of different people, and see what they think.  

The kids walk around town and ask several kids and adults: “Do you think there are plants on the moon?”

The first animal they talk to isn’t sure, but fills them in on what the moon is: it’s a big round rock in space that moves around the Earth.

The second animal doesn’t know either, but imagines that if there were a lot of plants, you’d see the moon covered in green.

The third animal doesn’t know for sure either, but gets the kids to think about what plants need: air, and water and sunlight and dirt.









The kids think about all that they heard, and how it’s still a mystery.  It’s near the end of the day and they realize that they are next to the library, so they go inside and ask the librarian.  She brings them pictures The kids talk to some adults and gather a few pieces of information. From one adult, they learn what the moon is: it’s a big round rock in space that moves around the Earth. The second adult gets the kids to think about what plants need: air, and water and sunlight and dirt.

The third animal is the librarian, who brings out for them pictures of the moon. The kids observe that there doesn’t seem to be any water, or sky or clouds on the moon. They wonder if there’s any air at all! The librarian confirms that the moon doesn’t have oceans or lakes or rivers and that there is no air. The kids decide that there must not be any plants on the moon because it doesn’t have the things that plants need. Ari seems disappointed he won’t be able to give his mom flowers from the moon, but the librarian tells him, “Actually…” She leads them outside and picks some white flowers from the bushes lining the library entrance.  She says these flowers are called “Moonflowers” because some of them only open up at night. Ari is happy he’ll be able to give his mom moon flowers, even if they didn’t come from the moon! We end with them on the porch looking at the sky and wondering what it would be like to visit the moon (assuming they bring enough air, water and snacks, of course, says Ari!).
, and they observe that there doesn’t seem to be any water, or sky or clouds on the moon. The kids wonder if there’s any air at all! The librarian confirms that the moon doesn’t have oceans or lakes or rivers and that there is no air. The kids decide that there must not be any plants or animals on the moon because plants need air and water, and animals need plants to eat!  We end with them on the porch looking at the sky and wondering what it would be like to visit the moon (assuming they bring enough snacks, of course, says Ari!).


