Elinor Wonders Why - Interstitial Meeting Notes

· We will need 40 interstitials all together
· PBS always thinks about the take away - what kids are going to walk away with after watching these.
· Interstitial need to build on the idea in the episode. It has to connect with what the kids just learned in the episode, but the interstitial will dive deeper into the lesson.
· The narrative of these interstitials should be able to be understood on their own as well – PBS will be showcasing them digitally
· We want a lot of diversity in these stories. Look for stories that feature women and minority scientists.
· It doesn't have to be about all famous scientist either, you can pick long lost or forgotten about scientists or just regular (past or present) scientists with a good story.
· Mammals are the only speaking creature. We still give a nod to their animal characteristics. Everyone in our world is vegetarian. 


Process: 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Writers will pick an episode then write a few pitches (one sentence) and send to the team (Jorge, Daniel, Kathy, Paul).
· Writers will receive Jorge and Daniel's choice with a few suggestions/Notes
· Writers will hand in a D1 - Will send to team to make notes.
· Writer will receive D1 notes and hand in a polish

Musical Moments: 
· Senor Tapir is like a musical traveling salesman 
· He's like a folk singer. 
· Generally aim for a folk song. 
· Feel free to give direction in the lyrics you write. 
· Senor Tapir's songs don't need to match the song in the episode. 

Structure of the Songs: 
· No hard set rules, write what works to you.  
· Starting with the chorus and ending with the chorus' is a good way to stick in the kids heads. The chorus is the important part. 
· Clarity of portraying the concept of the idea in the song is the most important.
· You don't need to have dialogue before or after every time if you don't think it works.
· Keep it at the preschool level with repetition, simple lyrics are better.

Ms. Mole Storytime Structure:
· You can start with a question if you like. 
· We like when kids ask questions while she's reading a book. 
· You can use all kinds of questions, who, what, where, why?
· The narrative drive could be that you are always looking for a funny Ms. Mole moment. 
· Non-fictional stories seem like it's the best way to go but we are open fictional stories that teach real facts.





Interstitials:

105 Interstitial: Meg Rosenburg - Musical Moments: Lenormand invents the parachute in 1783. We can show a few early attempts and then the first successful float. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parachute#/media/File:Early_flight_02561u_(3).jpg 

106 Interstitial: Rosemary Mosco -  Ms Mole Lizard Tails: Ms. Mole reads them a story in which a lizard drops its tail because it’s scared. But it’s OK! 

107 Interstitial: Laura Sams - Musical Moments: Irene Pepperberg taught Alex the Parrot to speak at the level of a 5yo. He knew ~100 words and could have a simple conversation. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Irene_Pepperberg 

108 Interstitial: Matt Giorgianni - Dogs recognize each other by smell rather than sight. Scientists were curious how dogs recognize each other. Alexandra Horowitz did experiments that showed that dogs use smell over sight. https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/news/dogs-recognize-own-scent-study-shows/ 

109 A: Drag Race: Elinor and friends try to make their soapbox racer faster, and get inspired by the aerodynamics of birds. B: One of These Goats: Elinor and friends show the substitute teacher how to tell twins apart, by noticing small differences – NEEDS WRITER

110 A: Ari’s Cousin: Ari’s cousin is coming to visit; the kids spot her by noticing how similar she looks to Ari B: Composting: the kids wonder who rakes the leaves in the forest, they learn about how leaves decay and composting  - NEEDS WRITER

111 A: Feed the birds: Elinor wonders how birds eat during the winter, and learns about foraging. She builds a bird feeder to help her friend Chicky during the cold months – NEEDS WRITER



