Elinor Wonders Why: THE MOVIE
We Can All Be Scientists	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Overall note is that it’s feeling very similar to an ep – I think we should take this opportunity to push our story. Perhaps even a B story that’s thread throughout the episode – I made a suggestion below.
 We also will have act breaks due to its length. We need to consider those and use them to as needed, a ‘cliff hanger’ – a ‘new problem’ to resolve etc. I understand there were a lot of premise ideas – so my notes are within working with this current one and not about changing up the premise idea you have here.
Preliminary Pitch 
January 29, 2020

It’s a beautiful summer day and Elinor, Olive and Ari are out in Nature observing and exploring (in a musical sequence).  They come across a frog pond and Elinor notices the frogs like to hang out in the shallow water, and not as much in the deep water (this will come in handy later).  Then they head home, where Elinor’s Mom has exciting news: they are going to have a visitor!  The Park Services is sending a scientist to help Ranger Rabbit take care of the Park.  A scientist, wow, cool! The kids have a fun discussion/song about what a scientist is and does, revealing kid misconceptions about scientists. Elinor wonders if she can be a scientist one day.	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Note – not sure if the timing of the science work they are doing is aligned with the season but perhaps we may consider having this special take place in the fall (autumn) We’ve all reacted to how visually beautiful the fall episodes are – of course all the seasons are beautiful in this series! – but just sharing this note as consideration 	Comment by Kevin Micallef: How will we make sure its clear that she knows they aren’t swimming around in the deeper water?
	Comment by Kevin Micallef: We’ve never mentioned it in our eps but I thought we said that Mr.Rabbit was a scientist – perhaps we explore that – he can be in this first act and explain that there are different types of scientist – different fields to study and major in 

The next morning the scientist comes, and she’s not anything like Elinor had imagined.  She’s young (perhaps a student?) and her name is Bianca (she’s Latinx).  Bianca explains her work (she measures and tracks things in Nature to make sure everything is happy and healthy) and explains she is going on a camping trip deep into the Park with Ranger Rabbit. Would the kids like to come? ABSOLUTELY!	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Could possibly have RR ask the kids if theyd like to join before the day the scientist arrives – then olive and ari can sleep over (could be a fun seq with them tucked in sleeping bags in elinors room as they share their excitement and ideas of science and scientist)  - since they leave the next morning	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Curious as to the type of animal she will be – something native to Latin America – ie. Jaguar or White-tailed Deer
The next part of the story will be the spectacular hike through the Park, with gorgeous vistas, fields of wildflowers and unspoiled places. There are some mini challenges/small peril and/or songs to explore character and behavior, especially Elinor’s observing, Olive’s drawing talent, and Ari’s out-of-the-box thinking, as well as to illuminate Bianca’s work as a scientist and Ranger Rabbit’s as a Park Ranger.  Finally they arrive at their destination – Hidden Lake. SO BEAUTIFUL!
They set up camp and go to bed.  The next morning the adults get to work, measuring and recording while the kids play, noticing all the things that are similar to their environment at home (frog pond) and things that are different.  Eventually they come across a natural dam of sticks and meet a mysterious yet fun and witty Caribou named Lou. Lou and his ancestors have been living in this part of the forest for a long time, and through a song he talks about the trees and the river and how important it is to respect the forest. He tells the kids the dam is new, the result of sticks washing downstream during a storm, and that the lake has changed since the dam appeared. It is much deeper.	Comment by Kevin Micallef: With it already being night – this travelling day appears (at this stage) to be a full day. They left in the am. I assume we are having big passages of time as they arrive . Perhaps a fun camp song here to enjoy the evening seq – tents – maybe a camp fire. (I see that we have this at the end which is definitely nice to cap the ep – but could still do something here 
Later, back at the campsite, Bianca and Ranger Rabbit are going through their data.  Ranger Rabbit notices something that worries her a little - there are quite a few LESS frogs in Hidden Lake than the last time she was here.  She and Bianca are trying to figure out why, when Elinor pipes up.  She has a theory.  She explains her observations (with Olive’s drawings).  Back in Animal Town they’d observed that frogs really prefer the shallow end of the frog pond. But when they were exploring they found  a bunch of sticks that are blocking the stream that runs out of the lake, and the local Caribou told them this was new, because of the storm, and that the lake as been much deeper since the sticks came. Could this be the problem?  Ranger Rabbit and Bianca think the kids might be on to something.	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Its great that the kids help but we also have an opportunity here to show how cool scientists are – we should have her bring to light new thoughts and ideas for the kids – show her sharing her knowledge and problem solving. Currently only the kids resolve it and the scientist didn’t have a hand in it at all.
At the stick pile, they meet up with Lou and determine this IS the problem. After a song that explains you must be careful when you work with nature, they determine that the right course of action is to remove the sticks – but how?  In a fun action sequence, they try different ways, until finally Ari has an out-of-the-box solution that works.  Success!  The water level goes down and a frog or two immediately returns.  We recap, and Elinor expresses her desire to be a scientist one day, like the glamorous Bianca.  And Bianca explains (with a song, a recap of beginning) that Elinor is ALREADY a scientist, and that she did some very good science work today, and so did Olive and Ari.  We end with a gorgeous nighttime camping scene, fireflies, a VERY controlled fire, and a lullaby (with Lou) that celebrates the amazingness of nature, the importance of taking care of it (We Are All Connected) and the beauty all around.  Then it’s bedtime. 	Comment by Kevin Micallef: I really like this ‘we are all connected’– perhaps for this special we can push this idea – and thread it through the arc of the story ( a B story – showing how we are connected with nature ). Its currently feeling much like our current eps and would like to lift it for our special since we’re telling it over 55 mins. Currently,They are up against one problem – less frogs due to the sticks making a damn. Can we up the stakes? The dam is causing more problems then just less frogs? We will certainly push visuals for the special– new locations, day and night scenes etc.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Sara Notes:
Hi Everyone,
A movie special... exciting!  I really like the focus at the beginning and end of the  "what/ who is a scientist". In research we often look for if children understand (1) who can be a scientist...people of all ages, abilities (handicapable people), race/ ethnicity (2) science is done in the field (and also in a lab (3) scientists use tools to help extend their sensee (4) scientists have practices like asking questions, making careful observations, building models and setting up tests to better understand what they think will happen, compare/ analyze information they collect, communicate findings so others can learn about them (5) scientists often work together.  I also love that lots of the messaging will be done through songs.  In our Cat in the Hat research parents said that their children began singing the songs at other times than when they were watching the show.  
It would be great to show Ranger Rabbit learning along side the children.  She should ask questions and maybe state that even adults still learn...maybe even the scientist says " that is what science is about..learning something we don't know yet". 
I'm not sure exactly how the kids would authentically notice the frogs were in the shallow part of the pond at the beginning of the story..maybe they just can't see them in the deep part?  I'm not sure this needs to be too explicit in the beginning because once the scientist shares her concern with the less frogs (would be great for her to show a pictograph) with the kids, they could all agree "This is a problem!" (maybe some quick discussion of less frogs means less bugs will be eaten..through off the ecosystem...affecting all animals included the new friends they just met)  and Elinor could say "We need more observations" and then they could go to the lake to observe more closely.  Olive could draw the lake in her notebook and put x marks for the frogs they find...then notice they are all in one spot...then ask what is different about this spot....then notice it is more shallow than all the other spots.
I imagine this will be a beautiful visual experience!

