Elinor Wonders Why Special – Pitch Notes Call

· PBS on board with general direction and scope.

· Want it to be a Special with a capital S! Meaning something you CAN’T quite explore in an episodic episode.

· Main suggestions: Give Elinor more of an emotional story arc. Wondering or having trouble processing something. Anything that is going to be character driven/an emotional through line tend to work great. An inner journey for the character. Brings in the new audience plus rewards the fans. Can we unpack an emotional question for Elinor?

· Nature Cat and Daniel Tiger are great examples to draw from.

· Elinor already acts like a scientist, so the question of can I be a scientist? seems a bit redundant.

· Really liked how they met a new character the kids, especially Elinor can look up to. Want to make sure they don't solve every question for the kids. 

· Would like to play out the natural design elements as well. The scientist is maybe an engineer, bringing that piece into the story would be great. Inspired by nature.

· Bianca could be a college student that is working on an experiment?

· A character from the town and is home for the summer from school. She needs the kids’ expertise. The kids bring something that the grownups didn't know. Empower children that grownups don’t have all the answers. Open up the scope of the investigation where the kids help a grown up.

· Important to show the kids that they can also do something they love as an adult. 

· If Bianca was going on an investigation to build something and you were bringing the kids deeper into the forest, there's an opportunity for them to see new things the show has yet offered.

· Ranger Rabbit has a tour guide type of approach for the kids. We want to get through the idea that not every scientist is an old man in a lab coat. We want to show field scientists. We should have Bianca be more of camp counselor type scientist and the kids can go out ALONE on a journey with her.

· Go off with the children with the fewest adults for the story. Bianca can learn from the kids and the kids can learn from her. The fewer characters we have the more they can investigate and observe. 

· Maybe Bianca is from somewhere completely different and she doesn't know this new world at all. It's all NEW to her and she needs the children to show her the way of the woods. Give the three kids something to be proud of.

· Always have Olive's nature book to look up if anything is too dangerous. Would be fun to watch Olive and Bianca compare notes.

· Could be fun if each of the kids saw something that they are good at in Bianca. Olive, note taking, Ari’s crazy out of the box thinking, Elinor’s Curiousty (Paul note ) It can give them a sense of “when I grow up I can be like her.”


· Seen the beaver dam in a lot in science type shows. We don't know if that would impact Elinor in the future to be a scientist. The frogs in the river seemed like an episodic curriculum-based story. Maybe the frogs are just the beginning of a larger problem? 

· The A story - Why is Bianca on the field trip? Why are they on the way to the ranger station? The kids learn X Y Z. The B Story - Elinor's inner emotional story. Am I a scientist? Do you have to be a grown up to be a scientist? What she feels at the beginning of the story and how she ends up.

· Really like the Lou Caribou but have to be a little bit cautious visiting the “noble savage” who lives in the woods. We don’t want to introduce a stereotype. The rules of the show might not go well with introducing an aboriginal into the world. Might be opening a can of worms.

· Make a crisis that doesn't compromise the rules of the world. It was hard to make a case of what they were studying. Who is the Dam a problem for? It sounded like it was a problem for Lou. The brevity of the premise was not clear. The dam is actually a problem for the frogs and that seems like a small episodic idea - not a there and back Wizard of Oz type journey. 

· It should all start from a question that Elinor is feeling? Maybe try to reverse engineer from the science that can be summed up into an emotional question that Elinor can have?

· Think about what bread crumbs we have previously dropped that the audience can be curious about. A story that was way to big to tell. 

· If we come up with a really good emotional question. The story will present itself.

· The final act it is very important for preschool groups to reestablish the familiar. They are happy with returning where they're from. The safety of them being home but better off from the journey they conquered. Maybe a last song. Like the lullaby in Daniel Tiger. 3 or 4 year olds at home need closure!
· 

· At the end (back at home or in town) Elinor can share everything she’s learned along her journey with Ranger Rabbit. A great device to show the audience what science Elinor has learned plus what moral she’s learned (the inner struggle). A fun proud parent moment as well.  

· Something PBS has always loved is it seems that Elinor wonders with her whole body!

· Next Steps - Revise the two-page premise before moving to outline. 

· We’ll make a Beat Sheet before the Outline.

· Tell the most complete 5 ACT story as you can and figure out where your music SPOTS can be. Should be able to tell if we're spinning our wheels during any act in the beat sheet.

· [bookmark: _GoBack]One suggestion about music - when breaking the songs think about who's doing the singing? Personal songs. Process songs. Curriculum songs etc.

