ELINOR WONDERS WHY
Underground Soup
PREMISE – December 18, 2019
By: Katherine Sandford

Olive and Ari’s Question: Where do carrots grow? 
Logline: Elinor’s in bed with a case of the sniffles, so Olive and Ari decide to make some soup to help her feel better, but they can’t find the carrots. 
LS8.  Begin to understand that there are many different kinds of living things and how they may be the same or different:
a. Observe and describe similarities and differences across different types of plants.
c. Group different kinds of living things into categories based on basic similarities and differences 
(Olive and Ari learn there are many different kinds of veggies that grow in different ways, then they group together root vegetables, where the edible parts grow underground). 

Olive and Ari arrive at Elinor’s, ready for a great play day, but Mr. Rabbit greets them at the door. Sorry, Elinor can’t play outside today, she’s in bed with a case of the sniffles (not too bad, she still has her sense of humour, maybe lots of comic sneezes).  Oh, no! Olive and Ari visit Elinor in her room and confirm, yup, she’s feeling pretty sniffly, but Dad says she’ll be better soon.  As her friends are leaving the house Olive says to Ari that she’d like to do something to help Elinor feel better, and Ari knows just what would work.  They should make a big pot of Elinor’s favourite --  Backyard Soup!  Olive doesn’t know what Back Yard soup is – Ari explains Elinor and her Dad make it with all the veggies they grow in the back garden.  Awesome! 

Mr. Rabbit thinks this is a great idea. He says he will keep Elinor company by reading her a story, then they can make the soup after they harvest the veggies. Olive makes a pictorial “harvesting list” and they head out.  In the back yard the kids search the garden and observe the various ways the vegetables grow,  tomatoes on plants that need to be held up by sticks, beans on vines that climb poles, and squash hidden under leaves on the ground.  Soon they’ve almost finished their list, except for the carrots.  And you can’t make Backyard Soup for Elinor without lots of carrots – they’re her favourite!  They search and they search but although they find lots of different plants, they can’t find any carrots at all! Duh-duh-duuuh, it’s a veggie mystery! And they know what Elinor would say  – we need MORE observations!

So what to do?  Ari and Olive look at the “harvesting list” one more time, and Olive notices something they’d forgotten.  The carrot isn’t just the orange part, it has the green leaves at the end! So they search the plants in the garden until they find leaves that look like Olive’s drawing.  Yep, it looks the same alright, but where is the carrot? That’s when Ari notices a tiny spot of orange poking out of the earth  - he moves the dirt away.  Wow it sure looks like the top of a carrot, but it’s buried underground!  The kids are considering what to do when Mr. Rabbit joins them (Elinor fell asleep), and confirms they are right  -- it IS a carrot!  He tells them carrots are not the only ones, there are a bunch of veggies where the part you eat grows underground, these are called “root vegetables”.  Cool!  So Olive and Ari harvest carrots and turnips, beets and potatoes too.  Later that afternoon, Elinor wakes up from her nap feeling much better, just in time for a visit from her friends who have an adventure story to tell her about how they solved the mystery of the missing carrots. Then they made Elinor her fave soup but with a twist – instead of Backyard Soup they’ve made Underground Soup, using only veggies that grow underground – YUM! 


Sara Sweetman Notes:
Underground soup sound fun!  The idea that "fruits" the science term for fruits and vegetables or the reproduction part of the plant grow in all different places and it is fun to discover some of them are even part of the roots.   When Olive makes her list she should describe the fruits clearly...round red tomatoes, long green beans....then they can use the description to search.  It might be good once they dont find the carrots to have Olive look it up in her book and realize there is more to the plant/ other ways to identify a plant then by the fruit.  Then when they go out again they see some vegetables grow on bushes, some grow on vines, and some grow underground!
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