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Turtle Crossing 
PREMISE  – July 9, 2019
By Katherine Sandford 

Elinor’s Question:  Why does the turtle cross the road? 
Logline: Elinor and her friends are having a blast riding on the new bike path in the park, until they keep getting interrupted by turtles crossing. 
Curriculum Goals; 
LS5. Begin to understand that animals and plants depend on other living things and nonliving things in the environment to meet some of their needs:
b. Identify the habitats of familiar animals and plants in the environment 
c. Recognize that each kind of living things has a habitat that has resources to meet its unique needs (Elinor and her friends observe the turtles’ interaction with their environment on land and in the pond)
ES3.  Understand that things people do to live comfortably can affect the world around them, but they can make choices that reduce their impacts on the land, water, air, and other living things:
a. Ask questions about and discuss examples of how humans use Earth’s resources (including soil and water) to meet their needs
b. Demonstrate an awareness of and the ability to discuss in simple terms the need for conservation, recycling, and respect for the environment 
c. Participate in simple activities to care for the environment (Elinor and her friends come to realize their new bike path cuts through the turtles’ route to the pond, so they create a detour).

Elinor, Olive and Ari are having a blast riding their trikes (or bikes with training wheels) along the brand new (dirt) bike-path that Ranger Rabbit and her crew have made in the park.  They all love going fast, especially Olive, who is really good on her new bike! They are zooming along when all of a sudden they have to slam on the brakes.  There’s a sweet little turtle trying to cross the bike-path, but it’s going so slowly it might get hit by other bikes! So the kids guard the turtle as it crosses, and then go back to their biking.  They do the loop and end up at the same place – there’s the turtle again, crossing the bike path sooo slowly (and headed in the same direction).  So they guard it from the other bikers once more, then zoom around the loop and – huh?!  The turtle is BACK?  How can this be?  Why does the turtle keep crossing the road?  The kids realize they have to figure it out, or the turtle might get hurt by zooming bikes.  We need MORE observations!  

The kids get off their bikes, explore and soon find out where the turtle was headed. A little cove of the pond is hidden beyond some bulrushes, and lazing in the shallow water are one, two, THREE little turtles (and maybe a big mamma too?). The kids realize it wasn’t the same turtle crossing the road, it was three siblings.  But why? The kids decide to explore on the other side of the bike path, where the turtles were coming from. They find their answer -  a nest with three more baby turtles.  Observing the broken eggshells, the kids figure out that the babies must have hatched on this side of the bike path, but now they want to get to the pond on the other side.  So THAT’S why the turtles cross the road.  

At that moment Ranger Rabbit shows up, and they explain what they’ve found.  She confirms turtles like to spend most of their lives in the water, but the Mama makes  her nest in dry sandy places, so she leaves the pond.  And then she and the babies return to the water when the babies are old enough.  They’ve solved the mystery of why the turtles are crossing the path, but they still have their turtle problem – there are three babies left in the nest, and they go so slow when they cross the bike path, how can the kids protect them from zooming bikes? And what will happen next year, when the Mama turtle lays MORE eggs.  The kids discuss the situation and realize there’s only one fair solution.  They’ve mistakenly put their bike path right through the turtle crossing, so that means the bike path needs to move! Olive sketches a detour. A quick conversation with Mrs. Beaver and it’s all hands on deck – by the end of the afternoon, with the help of the kids, they’ve detoured the bike path around the turtle nest. Everyone is happy: the turtles can go as slow as they want and the kids go FAST – especially Olive. 

Sara Sweetman Notes:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Turtle Crossing- I actually read the pitch with anticipation of why the turtle kept being in their way.  I wondered if in addition to moving the path, they would make picture based turtle crossing signs so that no one else would build there and  everyone would be careful while walking in that area.
