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Strawberry Jam 
PREMISE – July 9, 2019
By Katherine Sandford 

Elinor’s Question:  Where do strawberries come from? 
Logline: Elinor’s Dad’s perfect birthday camping breakfast is less-than-perfect when they run out of strawberry jam. 
Curriculum Goals; 
LS4. Understand that all animals and plants have a life cycle, can reproduce, and change and grow over time: a. Observe the life cycle of familiar plants and animals  b. Observe the growth in animals and plants  c. Understand that living things grow and change over time. (Elinor and Olive observe the life cycle of the strawberry plant) 
SEP: TBD at outline
It’s Elinor’s Dad’s birthday and he’s in great spirits, because they are doing his most favourite thing  – family camping, and Elinor has brought Olive along too.  They have just woken up and  have everything all set up for Dad’s birthday breakfast when Elinor realizes there’s a problem – the strawberry jam jar is almost empty!  What?  No strawberry jam?  That’s Dad’s favourite!  Elinor wants to go to the store to get more, but her mom tells her it’s too far.  Dad tells her not to worry, he’s so happy here in the forest, all he needs is coffee.  But when he gamely bites into his dry toast Elinor and Olive look at each other.  Hmmmm.  
Later that morning, Olive and Elinor are exploring a nearby meadow when they come across a really pretty patch of white flowers.  So lovely, Olive just has to draw a picture.  But as she and Elinor are looking carefully at the flowers, they notice something strange - tiny little berries hidden under the leaves.  They kind of look like strawberries only they’re really small and green. Is there such a thing as green strawberries? They decide to collect them and bring them to Dad (in Olive’s satchel?), but as they do they find bigger WHITE berries.  Could these be strawberries too?  The girls aren’t sure, but they seem to come from the same plant, so they decide to collect some.  And then they discover RED strawberries.  Now THESE look like the strawberries they know, so they gather a few.   Now they have three kinds of berries  -green, white and red. Are they ALL strawberries? Elinor (the good Park Ranger’s daughter) knows better than to EVER taste wild berries without asking, so they bring them back to camp 	Comment by Anne E. Lund: I’m not thrilled with them picking berries without an adult present.  This could be dangerous and even though they aren’t eating them and think they are strawberries, it’s not a great thing to model. Since she is drawing pictures, can’t Olive draw a picture of these little green berries instead?	Comment by Natalie Engel: Agree – berry picking is always tricky for us.  It’s generally not something we want to encourage.	Comment by Anne E. Lund: Again, we’d want an adult along to confirm these are strawberries and safe to collect.	Comment by Anne E. Lund: Nice to see this but think we should have permission before we even pick them.
Back at the campsite  (with Ranger Rabbit’s encouragement) the kids decide to solve the mystery of the many-coloured berries. They observe, touch, smell and taste all three, noting the differences.  Finally they decide, and RR confirms- that they are ALL strawberries, and the white flowers are too! Strawberries start out as flowers which gradually turn into berries, the green and white ones just aren’t ripe yet.  But what does RIPE mean?  By this point in their observations the girls can figure it out for themselves - ripe means sweet and red and ready to eat. YES! So Olive and Elinor collect a big basket of luscious, ripe, red strawberries (as they sing their song) and bring them back to the campsite.  Dad is delighted, but Elinor is determined that he should have his favourite – strawberry jam!  At first the girls just squish up some strawberries on toast, but it doesn’t taste right.  The last bit of jam from the jar is much sweeter.  Dad says it’s true, you make strawberry jam by adding in some sugar and then cooking it up so it’s nice and smooth and sweet.  So they try it on the camp stove (with Ranger Rabbit supervising).  It works!   Finally Dad is in his comfy camping chair, with a coffee, toast and yummy homemade strawberry jam – best birthday ever and the only thing that could make it better is a sticky strawberry birthday hug from Elinor.  	Comment by Anne E. Lund: Maybe they make a table to record what they find?	Comment by Natalie Engel: I think we’ll also need to build in a moment where RR explains how SHE knows they are safe to eat.  Is she referencing something?	Comment by Anne E. Lund: Not just supervising – Ranger Rabbit should be doing the cooking since Elinor and Olive are a bit too young.

Below from my garden, there are still white flowers too!
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Sara Sweetman Notes:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Strawberry Jam- It can be fun to discover different phases of a lifecycle that look different are the same species.  Strawberries are a good way to do that...and knowing when something is ripe enough but not too ripe is part of many young children's lived experiences.  Strawberries also have seeds on the outside of the fruit which is interesting...not that I am encouraging you to add more content.  Possibly at some point the kids have to pick ripe strawberries they could discover/identify the whole life cycle from flower to rotten/over ripe fallen fruit/ seeds.  I'm just a little bit worried about them picking fruit having "no idea what it is"...not too worried though.
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