ELINOR WONDERS WHY: THE SPECIAL
PREMISE
March 2, 2020

IA It’s a beautiful day in Animal Town, and ELINOR, ARI and OLIVE are walking home from school. Through funny banter, we remind the audience who they are and what their personalities are and why we love these characters so much. Suddenly, Elinor notices a frog pond nearby. The kids love frogs (I mean, who doesn’t?) and run to check them out. Elinor gets curious: she notices there are frogs in some parts of the pond, but not others. I wonder why? The kids hypothesize and have silly explanations (especially Ari), until one of them notices that the difference is the depth of the two parts: the frogs like to hang out in the shallow water, rather than the deep. They test it out by dipping a long stick from the edge of the pond in the two areas. Ohhh, that is so interesting!

Resuming their walk, Olive comments that was fun, and how she’s glad Elinor stopped to wonder about the frogs. Ari comments that Elinor is always wondering about things. Why do you wonder so much, Elinor?

Huh. Elinor had never thought about it before. Why DO I wonder so much? I don’t do it on purpose… I just do. A beat starts, and we launch into our first song, in which Elinor wonders why she wonders so much.  Something along the lines of:
Why do I wonder why birds sing?
Why do I wonder where lizards live?
…
Why, why why?
I wonder why!
The song ends on a funny moment, and the kids giggle. Elinor repeats, “I wonder why I wonder so much. Do you think that’s good?” “You do wonder a lot, Elinor” says Olive.  “In fact, you’re doing it right now!” says Ari. I am? Yes, you’re wondering why you wonder why!
Elinor gasps! I am! Suddenly, she feels a little self-conscious about wondering. At that moment, Ari spurs them on “C’mon! Let’s go to your house and play!”

IIA A cross-fade later, the kids are walking into the Rabbit house kitchen, where Mom is in Ranger uniform and looks like she’s packing some things.  They greet mom and after some pleasantries (Ari eagerly accepts an offer for snacks and juice of course), Elinor asks her Mom, “Mom, why do I wonder so much?” Mom replies, “Because you’re curious, Elinor.” “Yeah,” says Elinor, “But is it good that I’m so curious?” “Of course!” replies Mom. Elinor asks, “But why?” Mom seems at a bit of a loss for words. “Hmm, I’m not sure how to explain it. BUT, I know someone who might be able to explain it to you the best.” “Who?” the kids ask. “Well,” says Mom, “we have a new visitor to Animal Town: a Scientist.”

The kids are jazzed. Really? Wow, that is so cool! Awesome! I’ve never met a scientist before! Ari asks, does he have crazy white hair and a big beard? Olive asks, do they wear a white lab coat? Ari again: And mix potions using glass tubes?

Haha, says Mom. Well, those are fun guesses. Would you like to meet this scientist to find out? Yeah! Of course! Mom explains: Well, the scientist is out camping in the far side of the forest. I was going to go myself for a few days to help and deliver some documents. Would you three like to come along? The kids are all in: Yes! Of course! Whoo hoo!

Ok, says Mom, I’ll ask your parents, Ari, and your mom, Olive. Maybe it’ll be best if you two sleep over tonight so we can get an early start tomorrow. The kids are excited: Awesome! Sleepover! Woot!

We fade out on Elinor, who looks thoughtful as she ponders what it all means for her question.


IIIA Later that night, the kids are getting ready to sleep. That’s so awesome we’re going to meet a real scientist, says Ari. And go camping! Says Olive. I bet the scientist is SO cool, says Ari. Olive notices that Elinor is still pensive. Elinor, are you still wondering about your question? Yeah, says Elinor, Mom said the scientist would help me answer why I wonder so much. I bet, says Ari, scientists know EVERYTHING.

Ari, no one can know EVERYTHING, says Olive. Scientists can! At least, that’s what I heard. Olive has an idea: Elinor, if the scientist does know everything, then they could tell you everything you wanted to know, and you wouldn’t have to wonder about anything anymore! Hmm, Elinor thinks about that. I guess.  Just then, Mom pokes her head in. Ok kids, lights out. We have a long journey tomorrow, so you better get some rest!

Elinor keeps staring at the window as Ari and Olive drift to sleep (Ari is already dreaming about meeting the scientist: “Zzz… You like pickles with peanut butter? Me too!”). As she stares out, Elinor sings a quieter reprise of the song she sang earlier: “Why do I wonder what make stars so bright? Why do I wonder where spiders sleep at night?... Why do I wonder why?”


 END OF ACT I


ACT II

IB The next morning, Mr. Rabbit is making breakfast while Mom is finishing packing. “How are you feeling today, Elinor?” Mom asks Elinor as she walks into the kitchen. Great! says Elinor. Well I’m glad, says Mom. I think you’re really going to like meeting our visitor today.

At that moment, Ari walks in: Who’s ready for a hiking adventure!? Olive follows him in and says, I can’t wait to meet this scientist. I’ve only read about them in books.

Ok, says Mom, I made everyone’s backpack and I think we’re ready to go.  She turns to Mr. Rabbit and says, looks like you’ll have the house all to yourself, honey. Ahhh, says Mr. Rabbit, some peace and quiet… er, I mean, I’ll miss all of you of course!  Haha, we’ll miss you too, daddy!

After some more pleasantries, they are off!

IIB A montage shows Mom and the kids as they leave the house and walk through familiar scenes on their way out of Animal Town. But soon, they cross a threshold and the scenery starts to look less familiar, more rugged or wild (though they are still on a path).

Wow, says Ari, I don’t think we’ve ever been this far into the forest before. Yeah, says Olive, this all looks new to me. Elinor gets excited: you know what that means… we’re exploring! The kids get excited and recite the Explorer’s Pledge (An Explorer is brave… and Explorer is kind… and Explorer is curious… Who knows WHAT we’ll find!) and on their giggles and excitement, we launch into a song that celebrates exploring. Perhaps a 2 min. version of the ditty from the Roly Poly episode:
Explore, Explore, just walk out the door!
The whole world is there, what are you waiting for?
Explore, explore, then explore some more,
You don’t know what you’ll find until you explore.
		…
As they sing, we see the kids hiking with mom through awesome vistas, and doing fun things like swinging off branches, jumping over secluded streams and crossing log bridges. Even mom gets into the dancing!

IIIB Well, we’re almost there, says Mom as she checks her map. The kids round a corner and… gasp! It’s HIDDEN LAKE. A beautiful secluded lake nestled in the mountains and surrounded by trees. Mom checks the map again and turns to take a few steps: The campsite should be right… here? Where is it?  Instead of a campsite, we just see more of the lake that has come in. Hmm… the map says the campsite should be right here. The kids observe: it looks like it’s covered in water. Ari is excited: is the scientist here? I totally want to meet them! Mom is puzzled: We were supposed to meet them here, I wonder…

At that moment, from up on some rocks, we hear a loud and excited, “Ranger Rabbit!” From up on a rocky plateau, we see Bianca, the Scientist, make her entrance. She waves at them and then does some acrobatic hops and somersaults down the rocks to where the kids are. Wow! Oh my! She’s amazing!

Hello there! Bianca gives Ranger Rabbit a big hug. Bianca is young (younger than Ranger Rabbit) and Latinx (possibly a capybara or a coatimundi animal). It’s been so long! They greet each other warmly. And who do we have here? Bianca bends down to say hi to the kids. I’m Elinor! says Elinor. Ari and Olive are starstruck. Ari tries to introduce them: “Hi, I’m Olive and this is Ari. Oops, I mean, this is Ori and I’m Alive. I mean…” Olive takes over: hi, Bianca, I’m Olive and this is Ari. Ari gushes: you’re the first scientist we’ve ever met! Well, it’s an honor! says Bianca.

Bianca and Mom explain that they’ve known each other for a long time. The back story could be that Ranger Rabbit used to babysit Bianca when she was little. Or maybe Ranger Rabbit met Bianca when she was backpacking through South America in her youth (Mom! You used to live in another country!??).

Mom explains to Bianca that they all decided to come along and camp out here with you. She hands Bianca the log journals she brought for her that Bianca needs for her work. Thank you so much! says Bianca. It’s going to be great spending time with you all. What happened to the campsite, asks Ranger Rabbit? Bianca explains that it was like that when she arrived, though maybe not quite that covered in water. So she camped up on the plateau over there. Come on, she says, I’ll show you.

At that moment, Ranger Rabbit gets a call on her radio. We cut to a scene nearby of Joe Mouse at the head of the laying of a new road into Animal Town, and it looks like something has gone amiss (most probably, they encountered a tempest in a teapot problem like in Lizard Lounge, perhaps some spiders have made their nest where the road should go, and Mrs. Beaver and her crew are standing around wondering what to do). They need Ranger Rabbit.

Oh dear, says Ranger Rabbit. They need me up the river from here. Bianca offers to help: you can leave the kids with me, and you can go help Joe Mouse. Really, are you sure? Of course! We’ll get along just fine, right kids? Ari and Olive just gush, and Elinor is excited. Mom checks with the kids to make sure they have everything they need, and then gives Bianca one of her radios to call in case they need anything.  Ok! Bye Mom! Bye kids, see you soon!

After goodbyes, they wave Ranger Rabbit off. A beat later, Bianca turns to the kids and says, “Ok, who wants s’mores for dinner?” Ari turns to Olive and Elinor: Scientists are the BEST.


END OF ACT II


ACT III
(short rough version - the kids spend time with Bianca and we lay the seeds for Lou and the frog problem).

IC It’s the next morning, and the kids all wake up in their pup tents and come out. Bianca is making them breakfast, and the kids poke around the campsite and talk: 
Ari looks at the remains of some of his failed marshmallow experiments from last night, including a big blob of sticky marshmallow at the end of a stick. Yow, that’s sticky!
Olive notes how cool Bianca’s tent is, and Bianca explains she uses bungee cords and gives one to the kids to play with.  The kids have a funny action moment playing with the bungee cord.
The kids ask Bianca questions about being a scientist. What it’s like, what she does. Bianca explains she’s been all over the world exploring different places (thought bubbles of her in a jungle, in a desert oasis, etc.). Wow, so cool. What kind of science do you do? I study frogs. WHAT? We LOVE frogs. Bianca could not be cooler. Elinor asks what a scientist does, and Bianca says scientists ask questions and then make observations (like in this log book Ranger Rabbit gave her) and have ideas to figure things out.  She offers to show them later what she’s doing. Ari and Olive say they don’t think they could ever be scientists. Yeah, Ari thinks his ideas are too silly, and Olive likes to draw observations, but she doesn’t think she’s very good at it, at least not as good as a real scientist (she shows them a kid-like drawing of the lake she’s been working on, and compares it to a drawing in the log book: it’s not only rougher, but it seems Olive drew the lake way too big?). But Bianca encourages them. Actually, anyone can be a scientist. Really? Yes, even you! You can do it as a job all the time, but you can also do it a little every day. Science is just a way of asking questions.
Here, let me show you!

IIC Bianca and the kids walk down to the water and down a way to show them her work with frogs. They go down to the water’s edge and observe a few frogs. As they observe, one of the frogs watches silently as a cricket meanders by on a nearby lily pad. Suddenly, the frog acts!  In a flash, it shoots its tongue out, catches the cricket and gobbles it up. Wow! What just happened??  Bianca was totally expecting that reaction. Pretty cool, huh? They watch another frog eat another insect. Bianca explains that she studies how the frogs can do that. Her job as a scientist is to look for ideas in Nature that can be used to make things that are useful. Ohhh, Elinor remembers the sticky seeds and how they were used to make Velcro. Exactly! Bianca explains how the frog tongue works in a thought bubble (here’s a cool video), and that one day, maybe we can learn from it to make new kinds of sticky glues. Wow, that is so cool! thinks Elinor. 

Olive remembers she left her notebook in the campsite, and she wants to go get it to draw these frogs. Ari volunteers to go with her, and they head off.

While they wait, Elinor asks Bianca: But I thought scientists knew everything? Haha, no. Bianca explains that even when you answer a question, it usually leads to more questions. So you ask questions all the time, too? Yes! It’s my job to ask questions! Wow, thinks Elinor. And I thought I was the only one who had questions all the time. Nope, says, Bianca. Everyone has questions. But why, asks Elinor? Bianca looks at the frogs, and the frogs stare back. One of them surreptitiously gobbles another insect.  Because it’s fun, isn’t it?

Elinor wonders how the frog can stretch its tongue so much. Hmm, Bianca hadn’t thought about that before. Yeah, says Elinor, it’s like the bungee cord. It must be a lot softer than my tongue (she sthicth outh herth tongueth). Hmm, Bianca hadn’t thought about it, maybe the softness of the tongue helps them catch the bugs.  Wow, thanks Elinor, you helped me with my science! By asking a question! Elinor beams.

Frogs are wonderful, says Bianca, but I am a little worried about them.  Why, asks Elinor? Well, I was comparing how many frogs there are with the journal log that Ranger Rabbit gave me, and it looks like there are fewer frogs in the lake than there were before. I wonder why…


IIIC Olive and Ari grab Olive’s notebook from the campsite and head back down to the lake. As they start walking in the direction where Elinor and Bianca are, Ari catches a glimpse of something off in the distance. What’s that? Let’s check it out.

The two kids walk a bit down the lake and come upon a section where the lake drains out to a river, but they see that in the rocks in the middle are a bunch of branches and logs blocking the outflow of water. Huh, those things seem to be blocking the water.

Suddenly, Ari hears some rustling in the bushes nearby. Uh oh! What’s that?? The rustling gets louder. Is it a monster? A dragon? (kid appropriate scary level here). Ahh, I want my mommy! says Ari in an overdramatic fashion. It’s... it’s... LOU.


END OF ACT III


ACT IV
(Short and rough version - The group meets Lou The Caribou and figures out what’s wrong with the frogs).

ID Ari and Olive get to know Lou (a Caribou). Lou is fun and quirky. We find out who he is, and that he lives out here in the forest by himself. Lou tells them that he noticed the branches from the road work upstream are getting caught up here and seem to be blocking the water. Olive has a flashback: she takes out her notebook and thought bubbles to the time she was comparing it to the journal drawing.  Maybe she didn’t draw the lake too big, maybe the lake got bigger! Lou congratulates her for making such an important observation. She’s right, the lake has been getting fuller. Ari says that explains why the campsite was covered in water. Wow, the kids hadn’t realized that some branches could do so much. Lou tells them that everything in Nature is connected, and sings a song about it and about the beauty of the land with all its diversity.

IID Bianca and Elinor reunite with Ari and Olive and they meet Lou, and they catch up on what’s going on with the dam. Wow, good observing Olive, see you ARE a good scientist! Olive beams.

IIID Bianca looks at the branches, and wonders if it’s connected to why there are fewer frogs in the area. But why? The kids remember the frog pond back home and think maybe more water makes the lake deeper, and the frogs don’t like that. Yes, that must be it! But what can they do?


END OF ACT IV


ACT V
(Also rough and short - The kids solve the science problem and we wrap up and journey back).

IE After discussing what’s best for the land, Lou and Bianca agree that we need to fix this. They use the radio to contact Ranger Rabbit and tell her the branches are falling in the river (because of the road work) and causing a dam. But how can we clear the dam here? The sticks are all bunched up in the middle of the river, away from where they can reach them, and it’s too dangerous to get in the water. They hypothesize sensible ideas, but none of them work.

IIE Then, Ari gets one of his crazy ideas. Ari thinks back to the frog that was trying to get a bug from across the lily pad: maybe we can use an idea from the frog to help us! Buth ourth tonguesth arenth longth enougth, says Olive while sticking out her tongue.  No... but I think I know what to use, says Ari.  He flies off and returns with the bungee cord and a bunch of the marshmallow globs. The other kids catch on and they fashion a frog’s tongue by glomming the marshmallow to the end of the bungee cord.  The adults catch on. Lou uses his big strength to toss the marshmallow end of the cord to the branches, it sticks to one of the center branches! They all pull together and dislodge the branch, causing all of the dam to collapse (safely away from our group) and the branches to go downstream and into the shallows (so they don’t block anything further downstream). Hurray! Success!! The water level is already going down and look, the frogs look happy. Wow, Ari, your crazy idea worked! See, you ARE a good scientist! Ari beams.

IIIE We show the aftermath of their success and wrap everything up. Everything seems to be back to normal. Mom radios that they’ve fixed the problem at the road and won’t be sending any more branches down the river, and tells them she’ll see them home.

The kids say goodbye to Lou. Lou tells them how he had forgotten how much fun it is to work and talk with others, and that maybe he’ll come to town more often.  Ari and Olive tell him he can come visit them any time! Ari’s mom would love to have him over for dinner. Er... does he know how to eat upside down while hanging from the ceiling? Maybe they should eat at Olive’s house. Bye Lou!

Bianca and the kids hike back on a montage and a recap song, and they end up at the Rabbit House. Bianca also says her good byes.  She has enough observations for her project, and some new ideas, thanks to the kids.  She and Elinor have a nice moment, where Bianca tells Elinor to keep asking questions and keep wondering why. Maybe an additional lesson: That’s why we ask questions: to understand things so we can help make things better.  Also, because it’s fun!  The kids all agree, that was definitely a fun adventure.

We cross fade to later (time permitting), and we end with Elinor back at the original frog pond saying hi to the frogs. Suddenly, she gets a new question: Hmm, I wonder......?
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