ELINOR WONDERS WHY
Rocky The Rock
PREMISE  – September 30, 2019

Elinor’s Question: Are rocks alive? 
Logline: When Ari makes friends with Rocky the Rock, he starts to wonder if the rock is alive. 
LS8.  Begin to understand that there are many different kinds of living things and how they may be the same or different:

It’s morning recess and the kids are playing outside.  Ari is telling knock-knock jokes and the kids think he is soo funny.  “You even made a rock smile, Ari,” says Olive. Really?  YES!  Look! Ari looks and sees a little rock with a striation that looks like a smile. See? What a sweet rock. Ari picks it up, looks it over and takes a real shine to it.  He decides this rock is his new best friend, and he names it Rocky.  Come on Rocky, you’re with me.

Inside, Ari has all kinds of fun playing with Rocky. He makes him a block-tower castle, zooms him around in a toy wagon, and sings him a song at circle time.  But when Olive comments that Ari is sure taking good care of Rocky, he suddenly realizes his responsibility. What does it mean to take CARE of Rocky? Do I have to feed it? Brush its teeth? Make sure it naps?  When snack-time comes, Ari tries share his sandwich with Rocky, but when he puts half beside the rock, nothing happens. “Come on Rocky, take a bite,” says Ari, but Rocky won’t eat.  Why not?  “Maybe because Rocky is a rock,” suggests Elinor.  But why don’t rocks eat? The girls aren’t 100% sure, it’s a good question. Maybe because rocks aren’t alive.  But aren’t they?  Are you sure?  How can we find out if rocks are alive? 

We need MORE observations.  So Ari, Olive and Elinor decide to compare Rocky with something that they know IS alive – ARI.  Okay first thing, Ari is REALLY good at eating, Rocky not so much.  Olive makes a note. And Ari moves all over the place on his own while Rocky doesn’t go anywhere unless Ari takes him…or throws him. Okay, that’s two things that alive things do – eating and moving.  So what about talking?  Ari talks and  Rocky doesn’t, so that’s one more thing that’s different.  Yeah, but plants don’t talk, and neither do butterflies, and Elinor is pretty sure they are BOTH alive.  Riiiight.  And that gets Olive thinking, now that you mention it plants don’t move, but butterflies do. Hmmm. This might not be as simple as they thought. That’s when Ms. Mole overhears, and she says that “How can you tell if something is alive?” is a very important question for scientists.  She leads them through their thinking, so they reject talking, but realize plants DO move!  When they grow!  Oh, and GROWING is another thing that alive things do. They add it to the list.  Ms. Mole backs them up on their process (maybe adding a little more info?  All living things have parents?).  Finally they decide Rocky ISN’T alive, but that doesn’t mean he doesn’t need to be taken care of.  Rocky is part of nature, and all nature needs our care.  PLUS, Rocky will never get tired of Ari’s jokes, so that  makes him a very important part of the class. “Knock-knock. Who’s there? Ari. Ari who?  Ari-n’t you glad I didn’t say knock-knock again?”  Ahh, that never gets old…for Rocky. 


Sara Sweetman Notes:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Rocky-  This is a good version of teaching  living - non-living because teachers always think it is going to be an easy lesson and it never is!  What about a picked flower? or a strand of hair?  I like how the pitch recognizes the challenges with this question which is confounded by young children really feeling like rocks and dolls have needs that are life-like.  The text book / elementary test answer to something living is that it needs food, water, space/shelter/climate, & air/ breathe.  The kids could explore some of these ideas with Rocky but I think it is OK to leave the episode without defining living and non-living.
