ELINOR WONDERS WHY
“The Pokey Plant”
PREMISE  – 11/3/2019
By Daniel Whiteside and Jorge Cham	Comment by Natalie Engel: Who is this guy? 

Elinor’s Question:  Why do cacti have thorns?
Logline: Elinor brings home a cactus and learns what makes it cool.

Curriculum Goals:
LS1a; Identify and describe the physical characteristics of a variety of animals and plants [ they note how the cactus looks different from other plants]
LS2d: Explore how different external features of an animal help it survive in its environment [ a cactus has thorns to protect its water ] 
SEP – TBD at Outline 
[image: ]
It’s Plant Day at school! Elinor is excited to get a beautiful plant to take home. Ms. Mole is going to hand out plants for kids to take home, care for them, and then report to the class how it went. But when Ms. Mole hands out the plants, all the pretty or fun plants get taken by other kids, and she is left with a cactus, which Elinor thinks  looks neither pretty nor fun.	Comment by Anne E. Lund: We want to be careful not to say something that would predispose kids to judge animals or plants in a particular way.  Some kids might like cactus – in fact, my son loves them!  This is really Elinor’s opinion.  Maybe we don’t have the kids choose – maybe Ms. Mole gives them their plants and Elinor is disappointed in what she is given.  It avoids a situation that is parallel to being the last kid picked for the kickball team on the playground.  And some cactus do get beautiful flowers!

She seems a little disappointed at first, because it’s not what she was expecting, but when Olive and Ari interact with her plant, it raises her curiosity. Olive reads the plant’s instructions and says that the plant only needs to be watered once a week. And Ari gets gently poked (in a funny way) by the spikes. It makes Elinor wonder, why is this plant so different? Why does it have spikes and no leaves?	Comment by Anne E. Lund: Could compare to the instructions on their own plants which maybe get watered more often.

[image: ][image: ]Elinor can’t figure it out, so she needs MORE OBSERVATIONS. They make a list of ways plants and cacti are similar and different, and walk around comparing the plants. They noticed that the cactus is round, not thin and dry-looking like most plants. When Olive accidentally pokes the cactus with a dry stick, they realize the reason the plant doesn’t need as much watering is that it already has a lot of water inside. Olive looks it up in her Nature book and they learn that cacti grow in the desert, where there isn’t a lot of water, which makes them a frequent target for thirsty animals (poor cactus, thinks Elinor!).	Comment by Anne E. Lund: Great!	Comment by Anne E. Lund: Hmm…not sure I would use this to describe healthy plants.  Will have to figure out good descriptive words for each. 	Comment by Natalie Engel: I wonder if viewers would naturally feel more empathy towards the thirsty animals than towards the cactus.  I doubt they have a sense that plants have “feelings” or that it’s a problem to knock a cactus over – much in the same way that they probably don’t see it as a problem to pick a flower out of the grass.  Maybe that’s something we can explore a little bit through some dialogue and perspective-taking.  Poor animal, says Ari.  Poor cactus! says Elinor.  The cactus needs water, too, and the animal just knocked it over! That’s not very nice. (or something along those lines)

At that moment, Ari gets hungry and starts to eat a bag of popcorn from his backpack. Some birds that have been following them along land next to Ari and try to steal his popcorn. Ari tries to fend them off, but there’s a lot of them!  He wishes he had a way to keep the birds away, and grabs a nearby crayon, pointing it at the birds in all directions.  This makes Elinor imagine the cactus in the desert, and in a thought bubble she pictures animals approaching the cactus but getting warded off by the spikes. Elinor realizes the spikes in the cactus are to keep animals from stealing its precious water. 	Comment by Anne E. Lund: I really don’t think we should model this behavior towards birds or any animals.  It’s unkind.  Can we get at this idea another way?  Maybe they observe a bird try to land on the cactus but then fly over to a tree to land instead.

Back in school, Elinor gushes about how cool the plant is in her class presentation.
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