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Elinor’s Question:  Why are there so many moths around Mr. Dog’s porch? 
Logline: The kids go summer caroling around the neighborhood, but when they get to Mr. Dog’s porch, there are so many moths flying around that they can’t finish singing their summer song.
Curriculum Goals:  ES3: Understand that things people do to live comfortably can affect the world around  them. (Elinor and her friends realize that the lights on the porch change the moth’s behavior.)

Open on Mr. Moose opening the front door of his house to find Elinor, Olive, Ari and Martha Cow dressed in sun-themed costumes and singing a “summer carol” about the summer solstice. Elinor, Olive and Ari have joined Martha Cow for her Summer Solstice Singalong, and they are going from house to house to sing a summer song (like caroling), to celebrate this special day of the year with the most daylight. The sun is gradually setting, and with each house they visit, the sky is getting darker. Martha Cow says it’s getting late, but they can’t forget Mr. Dog, he loves singing so much.  So they head over there for one last carol. Mr. Dog’s porchlight is on when they arrive, and they find Mr. Dog sitting on the front porch and howling at the moon in the dusk twilight. “What are you doing Mr. Dog?” “On these beautiful summer nights, I just love howling at the moon.” “Can we try?” The kids join in for a quick howl, then explain to Mr. Dog about their summer solstice singalong. By this point, the kids notice that it’s getting dark, so Mr. Dog turns on the porch light, and as they are chatting a couple of moths appear. Then the kids (and Martha) begin to sing and Mr. Dog sits back to enjoy the music. But pretty soon, more moths are fluttering around, and the moths are bouncing off the kids faces and making it hard for them to sing. The kids get part way through their summer song, then pause, then restart . .. but now there are SO. MANY. MOTHS. They shift to a new spot on the porch to try to get a moth-free view of Mr. Dog, but the moths keep flying around. Elinor suggests they come back another time, and they start walking back to Ari’s house.
They didn’t have this problem earlier while visiting other houses. Why do the moths like Mr. Dog’s porch?  Hmmm, maybe it’s because the moths like the sound of howling. They try howling up at the moon . . . but no moths show up around them. The kids and Martha Cow get back to Ari’s house and remember that Mr. Dog had flowers on his porch. Maybe the moths like the flowers. The kids grab a vase of flowers from inside Ari’s house and put them outside on Ari’s porch. They watch intently . . . but no moths come. Ari’s mom notices it is pretty dark outside, so she turns on the porchlight so the kids can see better. After a few moments, a few moths show up. Wait, what if the moths like the light?! Elinor says “We need more observations!” The kids (and Martha) sing an observation song while they test whether the moths are attracted to light. They turn the porch light off, and the moths fly away. They turn the porch light on, and the moths come back. It’s a pattern! They take flashlights outside. They turn the flashlights on, and moths fly into the beam of light. They turn the flashlights off, and the moths fly away. Yes, it seems moths are attracted to light, and Mr. Dog had his porch light on! Elinor knows how they can finish singing their summer song at Mr. Dog’s house.
The kids and Martha go back to Mr. Dog’s house, where Mr. Dog is very happy to see them, since they left so suddenly before. Elinor says they’d like to sing their summer song and asks Mr. Dog to turn off the porch light. With the light off, the moths flutter away and the kids finally get to sing their summer solstice song. Mr. Dog howls in approval, and the kids all join in, howling at the moon. End.
Sara Notes:
Moths- I like how they "test' and find a cause and effect type 'pattern'. Then come up with a simple solution to their problem.  I'm uncertain about how the moths are really stopping them from singing...but I'm sure through animation this could come out convincing!

PBS NOTES:
Moths
We weren’t in love with the title parody for this one. Hopefully none of our viewers have seen the original, so it seemed like this was for a different audience.
 
The ES3 Goal talks about how humans affect nature. But we do not get into much of a discussion around whether or not Human-made light sources disrupt moths or other creatures? Is it necessary to explore that at all? Or is that for another story altogether?
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