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Elinor’s Question:  Why do different critters have different numbers of legs?
Logline:  The kids learn that different situations call for different numbers of legs and they cook up a fun chair for Elinor’s dad. 
Curriculum Goals;  LS2. Understand that animals have different body parts that are used in different ways to meet their needs.
a. Identify body parts of animals and their function 
c. Compare how the external body parts of animals are the same and/or different 
[bookmark: _GoBack]d. Explore how different external features of an animal help it survive in its environment
ND3. (RTL Crosscutting concept ‘Structure and Function’):  Understand that structures and materials in the natural world can be used or can inspire the engineering of structures with similar function in the designed world.

SEP: TBD at Outline 

Mr Rabbit is reading a book at home on a Saturday, leaning back in his favorite chair. As he reads, he leans back further, until he almost tips over. RR catches him and admonishes him with obvious loving care. We learn that this happens all the time, maybe a minor point of gentle friction between them. He says just really likes to lean back in his chair, that’s how he does his best thinking.  Elinor suggests he gets a rocking chair, but he insists that leaning and rocking are TOTALLY DIFFERENT.  
This makes Elinor think about legs, and she notices a lizard outside with four legs.  She goes outside, runs into Olive and Ari  and together they look at more stuff and notice:
Worms have zero legs
Birds have two feet
Lizards have four feet
Bugs have six feet
Spiders have eight feet
Centipedes have lots of legs!
They wonder: why do some critters have more legs?  They have some silly ideas: to be better dancers? (fun thought bubbles) To play soccer better? They run into Sally Beaver who is building benches and chairs. Ari notices that the benches have more legs (6) than the chairs (4), and the kids figure out that more legs makes something more stable, especially if its longer. Olive thinks it’s hilarious: “you’re right, you can’t trip a centipede!” 
Birds only need two legs because they mostly fly.  Lizards need more legs to run around. Bugs need more legs to crawl around on flowers, spiders need even more to walk on webs, and centipedes, well they are just crazy.  That answers their question and gives Elinor an idea: Sally makes a special chair for her dad with 6 legs so he can lean back safely!
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