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Elinor’s Question: Where did all the peaches go?
Logline: When Elinor and her friends run out of peaches, they learn that fruits are seasonal and only available at certain times of the year… fortunately, apples will soon be ready!
Curriculum Goals:
LS4: Understand that all plants have a life cycle and can change and grow over time.  (Elinor and her friends learn that different fruits grow at different seasons).

One day late in the summer, Elinor, Olive and Ari are helping Mr. Rabbit pick peaches from the peach tree in the backyard.  They end up with a nice basket-full. The kids eat their fill and with 10 or so peaches left, they decide to share the remaining fruit with their friends. In a cute montage, they deliver them around Animal Town: one on Mz. Mole’s desk, some to the clubhouse, one in Sally’s toolbox, etc. When they run out of peaches before they run out of friends, they return to Elinor’s house to get more fruit. The kids are surprised to find the tree is completely bare and wonder where they can find more peaches. “No problem,” proclaims Elinor, “I know where we can always get peaches… from Ms. Llama’s Fruit Stand of course!”

Arriving at the fruit stand, the kids are shocked to find that Ms. Llama is out of peaches too! She tells them that Farmer Bear usually brings fresh fruit every morning, but there weren’t any peaches in her delivery today. Elinor considers: “Hmm... I visited Farmer Bear’s Farm not long ago and the trees were full of peaches!” In THOUGHT BUBBLE, Elinor recalls visiting the farm and seeing the peach orchard full of fruit. Elinor: “So, there must be peaches at the farm. We need more observations!” The kids run off to Farmer Bear’s farm. They discover the peach orchard is entirely bare except for a single peach on a lone branch. Elinor: “There aren’t any peaches anywhere! Where have they all gone?” Olive: “Oh no! What if this is the last peach ever?” REVEAL Ari smacking his lips as he swallows the last of the peach: “Oops! I hope not.” 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The gang notices that the adjacent orchard is full of apple trees just starting to bear fruit (small, unripe apples). Elinor is surprised: “Why are apples starting to grow on those trees, but no peaches are growing on these trees? Last time I was here, the peach trees were full of fruit, but there weren’t any apples. How interesting!”  Olive asks if there’s anything else Elinor remembers about her last visit. Elinor recalls that it was a really hot summer day, so she was wearing her big sun hat to stay cool. Ari chimes in, noting that summer is almost over now. Elinor wonders: “Can you remember other times when you two ate peaches?” In THOUGHT BUBBLE, the kids recall times when they ate peaches: swimming at the lake, in the park on a picnic, on a hike, etc. Elinor realizes something and her eyes light up: “That’s it! It’s always summer when we eat peaches, that must mean that peaches only grow in the summer!”

Farmer Bear arrives chuckling, having overheard the gang’s conversation. She confirms that fruits are “in season” at different times of the year, and that peaches are only available in the summer: “But don’t worry! While there aren’t any peaches left this season, the peach trees will be full of fruit again next summer.” The kids are satisfied having solved the mystery of the missing peaches, but they’re still left with a problem: “We were going to give fruit to all our friends, but now there aren’t any more.” Farmer Bear offers a silver lining: “Peaches are only available in the summer, but apples will be available in the fall… think your friends will enjoy chomping some apples when they’re ready?” The kids cheer, excited to deliver apples to their friends when they’re in season.

