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Elinor’s Question: What happened to Elinor’s fish friend Spotty?
Logline: Elinor makes a costume so she can be more like her fish friend Spotty, but when she goes to show it off, her friend is GONE.
LS4. Understand that all animals and plants have a life cycle, can reproduce, and change and grow over time:
a. Observe the life cycle of familiar plants and animals 
b. Observe the growth in animals and plants 
c. Understand that living things grow and change over time 
 (Elinor and her friends observe the different stages in the life cycle of a frog). 
LS7. Understand that young animals and young plants are very much, but not exactly like their parents:
a. Understand that the young of a species are the same kind of animal or plant as the parents 
b. Arrange and compare illustrations of humans and other animals in developmental sequence from infancy to adult (Elinor and her friends arrange drawings of the frog into a developmental sequence as it matures from tadpole to froglet to frog). 

Elinor is on a “fish kick”.  At home with her folks she can’t stop talking about fish, why she loves them and why she thinks they are so interesting. She makes drawings of different fish that she hangs around the house.  She’s really, really into fish.  So imagine her delight when she finds a particularly cute little fish in a small pond in the forest just beyond her back yard.  This little fish has a spot on her head, so Elinor draws a picture and names her new fish friend Spotty.  The next day Elinor talks to Ari and Olive at school about her love of fish and Spotty – the best fish friend ever, and she shows off the picture she drew. They agree Spotty looks amazing, 
Over the next little while Elinor visits Spotty (always in the same little shallow spot). The first time she notices Spotty is changing a little, she has little bumps on her side.  But when Elinor visits Spotty the next time (with Ari and Olive), she can’t believe her eyes.  Wait a second, Spotty grew LEGS!!! They run to tell her Dad, who is reading nearby.  Dad!  Dad!  My fish friend Spotty has LEGS! Dad smiles.  “A fish with legs? Are you sure Spotty is a fish?” Wha?  What else could Spotty be? Elinor needs MORE observations. 
The kids hurry back to the little pond and start observing. They notice other tadpoles (in other parts of the pond). Some look like Spotty used to and some look like Spotty with legs. Look! This one has front legs too! Olive, who is drawing all the animals in her notebook, realizes something amazing. The animal with front legs is starting to look like…a frog? They compare the animal to the other frogs around and wonder…could Spotty actually be a frog? Is that possible?  At this moment Dad joins them and confirms (using Olive’s drawings and/or thought bubbles) that their theory is true. Frogs start off looking like fish called tadpoles, and then they grow legs and are called froglets, then they lose their tails and become FROGS!  Hmmm. Elinor might love fish but now she realizes…Spotty is NOT a fish.  She’s a tadpole, turning into a FROG!   As we sing the song Elinor follows Spotty  on her journey as she turns into a frog. Back at home, Elinor is now putting up the pictures she drew of Spotty.  She wanted a fish friend but it turns out Spotty wasn’t a fish after all.  But that’s okay because frogs are SO cool.
THE END

PBS Note:
For the Fish/Tadpole one, it would be great if Olive ultimately ends up with a diagram of the life cycle in her notebook. Or that we see a diagram like that at some point in the story.  

