Elinor Wonders Why
“Ears To You!”
Premise: Tom Berger, October 15 2019

Elinor’s Question: Can you hear if you don’t have ears?
Logline: When the kids call out to Mz. Mole and she doesn’t respond, the kids notice she doesn’t seem to have ears and wonder how she can hear.
Curriculum Goals:
SEP1: Ask more complex questions about observable phenomena (Elinor wonders if various animals can hear when they don’t appear to have ears)
[bookmark: _GoBack]LS2: Understand that animals have different body parts that are used in different ways to meet their needs. (They observe the different qualities of various animals’ hearing apparati and discover why they have them)

Elinor, Olive and Ari are playing Marco Polo in the lake (with Ranger Rabbit supervising at a distance). Elinor walks with her arms out and eyes closed calling “Marco!” Ari hides behind Olive and calls “Polo!”, causing Elinor to tag Olive and the kids to share a laugh. Then, whoops a minnow approaches and nibbles Olive’s legs – she giggles – silly fish.  At that moment Elinor spots Mz. Mole in the water a short distance away and calls out for her to join, but she doesn’t respond and happily swims away. She didn’t hear us, I wonder why? “Maybe she has something in her ears!” says Ari but Olive says that, now that she thinks about it, Mz. Mole doesn’t have any ears are her head! Suddenly some seagulls fly overhead. Wait a minute, those birds don’t have any ears on their heads either, does that mean they can’t hear? We need more observations.

So the kids observe the seagulls hopping about and squawking to each other on the beach.  “Why would they squawk at each other if they can’t hear?”  Hmmm.  Good question. So Elinor imitates a seagull squawk as best she can and the birds turn and look at her curiously. It sure seems like they can hear.  Then Olive gets an idea, “The fish don’t have ears either – let’s see if THEY can hear,” But Elinor wonders, can ANYONE hear under water? The kids eagerly stick their heads underwater and try to speak to each other, confirming they can hear.   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s7GL_38swbQ What about the fish? So they experiment by staying quiet and letting the fish approach, then calling out “Marco!” and watching the fish scatter. Ari: “They definitely heard us!” 

At this moment Mz. Mole paddles towards them and, the kids try to call to her again, but still no response. But as she gets closer they discover Mz. Mole’s been wearing earplugs so she doesn’t get water in her ears when she swims and THAT’S why she couldn't hear them! Taking out her earplugs, Mz. Mole explains that she does have ears, but her ear holes are UNDER her fur to keep dirt out when she burrows underground. Oooh, but what about birds?  And fish?  Mz. Mole confirms (with thought bubbles) that while birds don’t burrow they have small ear holes under their feathers and fish not only have small ear holes too, but special sensors all along their body.   That’s soo interesting! There sure are lots of kinds of ears! Elinor has long pointy ones, Olive has big floppy ones and Ari has sticky-out ones. They agree that while their ears all look a bit different, they’re all definitely good at hearing…and THAT Means – “Marco,” cries Elinor as she runs into the water and “POLO” answers Ms. Mole and her friends! 
