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Elinor’s Question: Why do cranes dance? 
Logline: When Mr. Lion encourages the kids to make up dances, Elinor gets some inspiration from some cranes she sees dancing nearby .

LS 3a. Observe ways that animals and plants get what they need to live and grow. [Elinor observes the ways the cranes use dances to communicate how they are feeling.]
ND2. (RTL Crosscutting concept ‘Systems’): Begin to understand that systems developed in our world often work in similar ways to systems found in the natural world.    [Elinor learns to dances like cranes do in order to express how she feels.]
Mr. Lion is outdoors again with the kids on a wonderful spring day, this time teaching them about Dancing.  He does some silly dances and talks about how dancing is about sharing your joy. Mr. Lion has asked them to make up their own dance, and Elinor, Ari and Olive go off to the side to rehearse a little dance routine they’ve cooked up about flowers.  But, Elinor seems to have trouble getting the steps right.  When Ari and Olive move one way, Elinor forgets and moves the other way. She thinks maybe she’s not very good at dancing because she doesn’t get the steps right.
As she goes to take a break, she meets a small crane bird (a young chick) and befriends the bird. The bird makes some funny moves, which Elinor thinks is funny. Elinor follows the birds a few steps away from the clearing, and discovers a whole flock of crane birds hanging out in the shallows of a nearby lake or pond. She calls out to Olive and Ari, and soon they are marveling at all the birds. Even more amazing, some of them are dancing!  What! The cranes do dips and jumps and twirls and spins, by themselves and with other cranes.  That is SO interesting! The kids get curious: I wonder why they dance? We need more observations! They watch the birds and observe them dancing.  First, they see one bird chase others away with an angry looking dance. Then they see two birds dancing with each other, copying each other’s moves.  The kids conclude that the birds are using dancing to express themselves: angry or happy. At that moment, Mr. Lion comes over and sees the birds, and he confirms: these are Sandhill Cranes, one of many birds that like to dance. And you’re right, scientists think they dance to talk to each other: they dance to tell each other when they’re mad, and when they like something. Wow, so cool!  Elinor asks Mr. Lion what happens if the birds don’t get the steps just right, and Mr. Lion tells her that steps are important, but what’s most important is expressing yourself (cranes vary their dance sequences). That gives Elinor some inspiration and she decides to give dancing another try.
It's time for the dancing, and we see a series of funny kid dance numbers. Then it’s Elinor and her friends’ turn. The kids do a dance that expresses their happiness about spring flowers and, even though Elinor gets a few steps wrong, her classmates totally understand their happy-about-flowers dance. She explains that she learned from the birds that dancing is about expressing how you are FEELING, so their dance was about how spring flowers make them feel. 
Bravo! Says Mr. Lion.  Encore!
[Science note: it’s true! Scientists think the sandhill crane dances for emotional release and fun too! The reference also says cranes vary their dance routines]

