ELINOR WONDER WHY
Dandy Dandelions
PREMISE – Dec.18, 2019
By: Karen Moonah

Elinor’s Question: What should we do with the dandelions?
Logline: Elinor learns that one animal’s ‘weed’ is another animal’s lunch.
Curriculum Goals:
· LS3.  Understand that all animals need food in order to live and grow, that they get their food from plants or from other animals, and that plants need water and light to live and grow: 
a.) Observe ways that animals and plants get what they need to live and grow 
c.) Help care for living things at home or in the classroom (Elinor learns that a garden needs to be weeded in order to thrive, and that dandelions make good salad!) 
· LS5: Begin to understand that animals and plants depend on other living things and nonliving things in the environment to meet some of their needs: 
d.) Identify and observe the consequences of how plants and animals impact the environment. (e.g. Weeding makes room in a garden for selected plants to grow.)
· SEP: TBD at 

Elinor and her Dad are on their way to help Joe Mouse in his garden, when they meet Ms. Llama on the path. She reminds them about her ‘salad party’ later. Elinor’s Dad says they wouldn’t miss it. They carry on to Joe’s place and find him grumbling over the weeds in his garden boxes. What weeds? asks Elinor. She only sees dandelions. Joe says a ‘weed’ is a plant that’s growing in the wrong place. This is a vegetable garden, and the dandelions are hogging all the water, sunlight and space his veggies need to grow. Then why’d you plant dandelions here? asks Elinor. Her Dad explains that they spread their own seeds. Joe says they need to pull out the dandelions, and Elinor is puzzled. Mom says we shouldn’t pick flowers! Dad says that rule is for flowers growing in the wild. It’s okay to pick things in a garden, if you have permission. 

Elinor finally accepts this, and they all get busy weeding. Elinor talks to the veggies as she works, saying look, now you’ll have more room to grow! And she makes a neat stack of the healthy dandelions she’s picked. But then, she sees Joe Mouse cramming his picked dandelions into a composter. She hurries over and is surprised to learn that he’s going to turn them into compost. Sure, it’ll help his veggies grow, but Elinor observes the plants still seem healthy, it seems a shame to compost them. Joe asks if she has a better idea, and Elinor thinks hard. What should we do with the dandelions? But she draws a blank.

Elinor goes back to work, a bit dismayed… until she sees a bird fly down, pick up a twig, and carry it up into a tree to build a nest. That’s so interesting. The bird is re-using something the trees don’t want anymore! Her Dad agrees - nature doesn’t let things go to waste. Just then, she hears Ms. Llama at the gate. She calls out that the salad party is (sniffle) cancelled! Farmer Bear’s lettuce isn’t ready to pick. And what’s a salad with no leafy greens?  Suddenly, Elinor has an idea. Dandelions are leafy. Are they good to eat? Ms. Llama says yes, they’re delicious! Elinor beams. In that case, she has a salad solution! Elinor gathers up the dandelions to give to Ms. Llama, and her salad party is saved. Ari, Olive and the other guests enjoy the ‘dandy’ salad, and Ms. Llama even shows them how to make flower crowns from the blooms, so nothing goes to waste. As she places a ‘crown’ on Joe’s head, she names him King of the gardeners. Why, she never knew anyone so good at growing dandelions!

Sara Sweetman Notes:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Dandy Dandelions-  I think it could be good to introduce kids to weeds- wild plants that grow where they are not wanted.   I think a viewer might wonder why the animals didn't purposely grow and eat dandelions to begin with.  I would like to see stronger science content...maybe compare a cultured garden with wild plants---and sometimes wild plants make their way into our gardens.  Or share more about how plants need space to survive.  If they are too crowded they don't get enough food, light, and air....
