ELINOR WONDERS WHY
Butterfly Party
PREMISE – December 03, 2019

Elinor’s Question: How can we get the butterflies to come to Olive’s back yard? 
Logline: It’s Olive’s Mom’s birthday and the kids want to throw her a butterfly party, but they need REAL butterflies. 
LS5. Begin to understand that animals depend on other living things in the environment to meet some of their needs: (Elinor observes that the butterflies prefer certain flowers that provide them with nectar).
ND2. (RTL Crosscutting concept ‘Systems’):  Begin to understand that systems developed in our world often work in similar ways to systems found in the natural world. (Elinor and her friends decide to plant a garden that includes flowers that the butterflies naturally prefer). 

Ranger Rabbit drops off Elinor and Ari at Olive’s door, and says she’ll be back in a little while. Inside the house, Olive is really excited.  It’s her Mom’s birthday and Olive wants to do something really nice for her, but what?  Ari suggests a party like the time Olive had a pirate birthday party, that was super fun.  Bu-uut, Olive’s Mom’s not really into pirates.  So what does Olive’s Mom like?  Olive isn’t sure, her mom likes a lot of things, so the kids decide to find out.  They watch Olive’s Mom closely, what does she like?  Well, sitting quietly and reading. A quiet party?  That doesn’t sound like much fun. Then Olive looks at the cover of her Mom’s book and gets an idea - she smiles as she looks around the house at various butterfly decorations. That’s it! Her Mom really loves butterflies! Let’s have a BUTTERFLY party.

Great idea! Shouldn’t be too hard, there’s always butterflies fluttering around.  But when they get outside, there are NO butterflies in Olive’s back yard.  They try calling them, “Butterflies!  We want you to come to a party!” but that doesn’t work, then Elinor notices - LOOK! Over in the field next door they see lots of butterflies.  So they run over to invite them, but the butterflies won’t come, they just stay in the field.  Why do they like it here so much?  Elinor thinks this is a good question.  We need MORE observations, so they decide to watch the butterflies the same way they watched Olive’s mom, to see what they like.  After a while they notice the butterflies like flowers for sure, but they determine (by counting the number of visits) that butterflies definitely seem to like some flowers more than others.  But WHY do the butterflies like those flowers most?

At this moment Ranger Rabbit arrives with a birthday cake she bought as a surprise for Olive’s Mom and she meets the kids in the yard.  They tell her about the Butterfly Party.  What a lovely idea. Ranger Rabbit confirms that the butterflies prefer particular flowers because they produce the nectar butterflies like most. Maybe if we had some of those flowers in  Olive’s back yard the butterflies would like to come there too, but how to get them? We don’t want to pick the flowers because that would hurt them. Elinor has a suggestion. She and her Dad transplanted some flowers from one part of the garden to the other, maybe they can transplant some flowers from the field to Olive’s yard. Great idea! Olive runs and gets the gardening equipment then Elinor gives a little demo (under Ranger Rabbit’s supervision, who explains the benefits of planting a butterfly garden).  Once the kids have the transplanting under control,  Ranger Rabbit heads back into the house to keep Olive’s Mom busy until they are ready, then…SURPRISE! A butterfly party (and garden) – with real BUTTERFLIES!  Happy Birthday! 

Sara Notes:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Butterfly party-  Sounds fun...There is a lot of content though so I would not go too deep into the "why" instead I would just try to get the concept that animals need certain plants to help live..butterflies need these plants. Teaching kids what "transplanting" means could be fun.  This will be a new concept for them so it will need intentional language and visuals to support the learning
