ELINOR WONDERS WHY
Butterfly Babies
PREMISE – 24/5/2019
By Rosemary Mosco

Elinor’s Question: What do baby butterflies look like?
Logline: When the kids go searching for baby butterflies in the park, they’re surprised to discover that caterpillars turn into butterflies.
Curriculum Goals:
LS3. Understand that all animals need food in order to live and grow, that they get their food from plants or from other animals, and that plants need water and light to live and grow.
LS4. Understand that all animals and plants have a life cycle, can reproduce, and change and grow over time.
LS7. Understand that young animals and young plants are very much, but not exactly like their parents.
LS8. Begin to understand that there are many different kinds of living things and how they may be the same or different.
SEP: TBD at outline
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It’s a sunny summer day, and the kids are at the park.  Olive is busy looking at a (monarch) caterpillar. She loves caterpillars because they’re calm and they munch on plants, just like her. Then a Monarch butterfly flies by, and Ari urges the kids to follow after it instead. He loves butterflies because they’re energetic and they can fly, just like him. Soo which is cooler - a caterpillar or a butterfly?  The kids are considering this question when Ari’s Dad walks up with Miri. “Awww, hello Miri,” Elinor can’t help but notice that the baby is a smaller version of Ari – and his Dad. At that moment Ari’s butterfly lands on the baby’s nose. The baby sneezes—so cute! Elinor is thoughtful: “I wonder what baby butterflies look like?” The kids all look at each other, realizing they’ve never seen one.  Now they have a quest. They’re going to go look for baby butterflies!
The kids search through the park’s garden and forest. They discuss what a baby butterfly would might look like – spit-balling imaginative ideas (with thought-bubbles) that they consider and discount. (Maybe the baby butterflies look like their families, only way smaller (like Miri).  But why haven’t they seen any?  Maybe they are too small to see?  But then how would their mum’s and Dad’s find them.  Maybe they’re inside their houses? But butterflies live outside.) Finally Ari spots his favourite butterfly.  He takes off after it and Elinor calls, “We need MORE observations!” Laughing, the kids follow the butterfly deeper into the woods.
They see a plant with lots of caterpillars on it, munching the leaves. Olive’s thrilled to finally observe caterpillars but then she sees something strange: a caterpillar hanging upside down from a leaf, shedding its skin and changing shape! Olive looks in her Nature Book and compares it to a picture labeled “chrysalis”. Then, nearby, Ari spots a chrysalis splitting open and a butterfly coming out! Its wings expand. The kids look at the caterpillars, then the first chrysalis, then the empty chrysalis, and then the butterfly. They realize: Caterpillars ARE baby butterflies! They confirm with Olive’s Nature Book.  It’s TRUE! Ari and Olive love the same animal! Looking closer, the kids notice that the caterpillars have six legs in the front, just like a butterfly. Caterpillars look different from butterflies, but they’re not totally different. The kids observe the plants that the caterpillars are eating (Olive sketches them), and they decide to plant lots of these plants in their garden so there will be plenty of caterpillars—and butterflies! 

