ELINOR’S TOWN
Butterfly Drinks
PREMISE– V2 – May 22 2018

Elinor’s Question: How do butterflies drink from flowers?
Logline: Elinor loves her butterfly suit, but how is she supposed to drink when her arms are now wings? 
Curriculum Goals:
· [bookmark: _GoBack]LS2. Understand that animals have different body parts that are used in different ways to meet their needs, and that plants have different parts that help them survive and grow: 
· a. Identify body parts of animals and their function [ They learn how butterflies have long straw-like mouths]
· LS3. Understand that all animals need food in order to live and grow, that they get their food from plants or from other animals, and that plants need water and light to live and grow: 
· a. Observe ways that animals and plants get what they need to live and grow [Butterflies drink from flowers using their straw-like mouths]
· ND3. (RTL Crosscutting concept ‘Structure and Function’): Understand that structures and materials in the natural world can be used or can inspire the engineering of structures with similar function in the designed world. [ Straws are like an butterfly (or elephant) proboscis]
· SEP: TBD at outline

Elinor is doing a fun project with Mr Rabbit! She is making a costume for Insect Day, where everyone has to dress up as their favorite bug. She loooves butterflies and wants to make a butterfly costume. But, it’s also really important to her that it be accurate. At first, she focuses on butterfly’s beautiful wings and spends time watching real butterflies flap, and thinks of the wings as kind of arms, like Ari has.

She makes the costume and puts it on, but then when she’s thirsty, she realizes that she can’t use her arms in the costume!  Some comic moments when she tries to drink from a cup with no hands and makes a mess.  Her dad suggests that she cut out arm holes in the costume, but then she wouldn’t be able to flap the wings and that’s her favorite part.

Then she wonders: how DO butterflies drink? She knows that they drink nectar from flowers, she doesn’t understand how that works. How do they get the nectar out? She knows that nectar is a liquid inside the flower, but do the butterflies tip the flower the way she drinks from a cup? Or suck it out with butterfly-lips? 

They use a magnifying glass to look at a butterfly and see that it doesn’t have a mouth like her, but a long tube-like thing.    They think that’s really interesting. While they are talking about it, Olive takes a drink from her cup using her trunk. They make the connection and understand that this is what butterflies are doing: sucking out some flower-juice with their straw-mouths. Elinor realizes that she can do something similar with a straw!   So she can wear the costume and still take a drink.
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