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“The Big Trees”
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Jorge Cham and Daniel Whiteson

Question: How do I make my block tower tall?
Logline: Ari wants to build as big a block tower as he can, but it keeps falling down until he gets some building inspiration from the sequoia trees.

Curriculum:
LS2. Understand that animals have different body parts that are used in different ways to meet their needs, and that plants have different parts that help them survive and grow:
b. Identify the basic parts of plants and their function 
c. Compare how the external body parts of animals and plants are the same and/or different 
d. Explore how different external features of a plant or animal help it survive in its environment.
(Elinor and her friends observe the size of the sequoia tree, especially the circumference of the base.)

ND3. (RTL Crosscutting concept ‘Structure and Function’):  Understand that structures and materials in the natural world can be used or can inspire the engineering of structures with similar function in the designed world. (Ari decides to copy the structure of the big tree to help him build a more stable block tower at home). 

Ari is playing with blocks and trying to make a tall tower, but it keeps falling over! He makes it just one block wide.   His dad tells him it’s time to go to school because it’s a special day: The kids are taking a field trip with Mz. Mole to go see the Big Trees!

They take a bus and are all excited. How big do you think they will be? They imagine something maybe twice as big as their trees back home. When they get off the bus they are AMAZED at the huge sequoias.  The kids can’t even see the top! They measure the size of the trees using their arms – it takes the whole class just to circle the tree.  The kids get curious about why the trees are so big around and hypothesize or think about it for a bit

They get back home and Ari describes how tall and wide the trees are to his parents. And that gives him an idea!  He can make his tower tall if he also makes it wide! He models his tower after the big tree and builds it really tall. 

Sara Sweetman Notes:
[bookmark: _GoBack]I like this one too.  I think the discovery about how roots help trees is great and the engineering design to help hold down the clubhouse in the wind is great.   It might be a stretch for the kids to connect that the trees are not blowing over so it must be the roots.  That might need some more support and discovery time. 


