ELINOR WONDERS WHY
Bath Time
PREMISE – March 11, 2019

Elinor’s Question: Why are baths important?
Logline: When Ari decides to stop bathing, it’s up to his friends, Ms. Mole, and his own increasing itchiness to convince him to resume.	Comment by Anne E. Lund: I think we might have to be careful with how this is framed – see comments below.
Curriculum Goals:
· Begin to understand that animals and plants depend on other living things and nonliving things in the environment to meet some of their needs (LS5).
· Appreciate that events are connected to each other via cause and effect and that similar links can be found in the natural and designed worlds (ND5).
· Analyzing and interpreting data: Use the five senses and simple tools to gather and record data (SEP4).
· Constructing explanations: Use background knowledge, experiences, and data to construct reasonable explanations and theories of natural phenomena (SEP6). 

It’s evening in the Bat house, and Ari is having a blast playing with his favorite stuffed toy, Benjamin Bird. Mrs. Bat reminds Ari that he needs to take a bath before going to bed, but he’s having too much fun—besides, what’s the point? Make himself wet, then make himself dry again? His parents give each other a look, then agree that he can skip his bath tonight because he’s having so much fun playing. Ari wakes up in the morning, and he’s thrilled: He skipped his bath, and nothing bad happened! He even got extra time to play! In that case, he decides, he will never take a bath again. At school the next day, he tells Elinor and Olive about his amazing discovery. He skipped bathing, and even Benjamin skipped his weekly trip through the washing machine and dryer. Elinor and Olive agree that they sometimes skip baths, too.

In a few days Elinor and Olive stay a few paces away from him. He’s starting to smell, and he even takes them on a tour of his newfound filth (“This is jelly that spilled on my fur two days ago! And between my toes, I still have sand from the sandbox!”). Elinor and Olive didn’t realize that he was going to skip baths forever. (What do his parents think about this? “My mom says she likes to let me make my own mistakes!”) The kids gather around Ms. Mole, and today’s lesson is on how animals keep themselves clean. We see a view of the class listening to her—it’s Ari right in the middle, with his classmates all sitting a decent distance from him. Ms. Mole talks about how birds preen their feathers, some fish clean each other, and chickens even take dust baths! “A dust bath!” says Ari. “Now that’s my kind of bath!” At recess, the kids gather around as Ari pretends to be a chicken. Clutching Benjamin Bird, he happily wallows in the dirt, and now both he and his toy are absolutely filthy. 	Comment by Anne E. Lund: I have reservations about going at this in this way.  My concern is about kids in our demo who may have hygiene issues at no fault of their own.  When I was teaching, I had a student who was low-income and came from a difficult family situation.  She was on the heavier side and had strong body odor issues.  It was a difficult situation and very sensitive.  I want to make sure we don’t venture into something that could be difficult for some kids in reality.  Could we get at this from another angle?	Comment by Anne E. Lund: Also not sure how parents will take this either.	Comment by Anne E. Lund: This happens to some kids – and it’s not their fault. I don’t know if we want to call attention to this difficult social situation.	Comment by Anne E. Lund: But for some animals, this makes them cleaner, right? Or it might serve a purpose – elephants lay in mud to keep cool.
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That night, Ari isn’t feeling great. He’s been itching all day, and when he breathes in dust from his own fur, he sneezes. He tries to play with Benjamin Bird before bed, but he’s too distracted by his itchiness. Then, out the window, he sees birds frolicking in a bird bath, having fun while staying clean. Ari looks down at Benjamin Bird, and the toy has become unrecognizably dirty. Ari decides that maybe there are good reasons to stay clean, and he asks his parents if he and Benjamin Bird can start taking baths again. That night, a squeaky clean Ari and a newly laundered Benjamin Bird go to bed. “Don’t worry,” Ari reassures Benjamin Bird, “we’ll have plenty of chances to get dirty again!”	Comment by Natalie Engel: Not sure it’s clear that Ari’s itchiness is related to his lack of bathing, or that birds etc. DON’T get itchy because they get clean.
