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Elinor’s Question: Why aren’t we seeing any wildlife, on our nature hike?
Logline: When Elinor and her friends bring musical instruments on a hike, they don’t understand why they aren’t seeing any creatures - until they realize that wildlife needs quiet. 
Curriculum Goals: 
ES3.  Understand that things people do to live comfortably can affect the world around them, but they can make choices that reduce their impacts on the land, water, air, and other living things. c. Participate in simple activities to care for the environment  
SEP. (TBD at outline)

The Explorers’ Club is getting ready for a nature hike. ELINOR runs through a checklist. Does everyone have water? Sunscreen? A musical instrument? The members happily hold up their drums, cymbals, recorders and kazoos. ARI can’t wait to start their first-ever musical hike. He figures they’ll see a lot more wildlife than usual, and OLIVE agrees. “After all, we like music, so wildlife probably does, too.” OLIVE brought her notebook to record all the creatures they see. 
The ‘band’ of explorers sets off down the trail, playing music and half expecting to be mobbed by music-loving wildlife. But to their surprise, the woods seem deserted… until Olive sees a rustling in the trees up ahead. Aha! They march over, playing - (some birds flee, unseen by the kids) but arrive to find nothing there. Next, Ari thinks he sees a lizard sunning on a rock up ahead. They hurry over, playing – but when arrive, the lizard is gone. Did Ari imagine it? Elinor voices what they’re all wondering - why aren’t we seeing any wildlife? Just then, Elinor hears a <DEEP CROAK>. Following the sound, she leads them to a FROG. Finally! says Olive, counting ‘one frog’ in her notebook. Elinor relates that her Mom says frogs ‘sing’ to talk to other frogs. Ari brightens. Hey, if frogs like to sing, maybe they should try to play with the frog? They can jam! The kids start to play an ‘oom-pah’ song along with the frog’s croaks - but the frog hops away. Why? Elinor looks thoughtful. If the frog was trying to talk to other frogs, maybe he didn’t like being drowned out. “But we were playing with him!” says Ari, gesturing with his cymbals. He accidentally drops one on a rock, with a <CRASH> that makes them all jump. Ooh, maybe that’s part of the problem, too… maybe their loud sounds are scaring away the wildlife?
[bookmark: _GoBack]To find out, they set aside their instruments and wait quietly in a clearing. Sure enough, they start seeing wildlife… and hearing it, too. Elinor thinks the chirps and croaks are like a whole different kind of music… forest music! As Olive busily records their sightings, they sing a funny, whispered song about how sometimes it’s fun to be loud, but you need to ‘hush… shush… and don’t be in a rush’ if you want to hear…the music of the forest!
