ELINOR WONDERS WHY
Baby Steps
PREMISE – July 29, 2019
BY: Katherine Sandford 

Elinor’s Question: Why can’t we teach baby Miri to walk?
Logline: Elinor and Ari are taking care of Ari’s sister Miri but they start to wonder why she can’t walk yet, meanwhile Olive gets frustrated when she can’t do her roller-skating trick.
Curriculum Goals:  LS7 Make observations to construct an evidence-based account that young plants and animals are like, but not exactly like, their parents (and older siblings?)  
SEP – TBD at Outline.

Elinor, Ari and Olive are making their way through the park with Mrs. Bat and Ari’s baby sister Miri in a stroller.  Olive is super-excited, and all suited up with helmet and pads because she’s going to practice on her roller skates! Mrs. Bat gets the kids settled on a blanket, Miri included, while she sits reading on a bench nearby, and Olive starts practicing (she’s pretty good).  Ari and Olive are left playing with Miri, and although it’s fun to watch her crawl and make her laugh, they start to wonder why she can’t walk.  Maybe she just doesn’t know how, so they decide to try and teach her.   

Meanwhile Olive is diligently practicing when someone zips by her – it’s Koa’s big sister Lola, on roller-skates too, and WOW!!  Is she ever good!  Lola does a series of cool tricks culminating in a twirl. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZwQnfKxJ2X8 Olive is entranced - she just has to try that! Back at the blanket, Ari and Elinor are trying to teach Baby Miri to walk, as Olive tries to twirl in the background. After some comic big brother demo-ing from Ari and several silly failed attempts that land Miri on her bottom, giggling, they realize she just can’t get it.  Why can’t we teach Baby Miri to walk?  It’s a real mystery.  We need more observations.  At the same time Olive is getting frustrated, she just can’t twirl! Lola assures her that she couldn’t twirl when she was Olive’s age, but Olive gives up anyway  and heads back, discouraged.

Olive joins her friends with the baby and Elinor fills her in – they’re trying to figure out why they can’t teach Baby Miri to walk.  They observe her and after a while they notice it seems like her legs just aren’t strong enough to hold her up. Is that why? Maybe sometimes you just can’t do things because your body isn’t ready yet. At this moment Ari’s Mom comes over and confirms, Miri’s body isn’t quite ready to walk yet, and she reminds Ari he couldn’t walk at that age either – MIND BLOWN.  But Miri will be ready very soon, and in the meantime the big kids have an important job to do.  Really?  Yes, not only is it FUN to play with Baby Miri, (and she LOVES it) but you can encourage her and help her to stand so when her body IS ready, she’ll know what to do. Wow, Elinor, Olive and Ari are chuffed, they didn’t realize what an important job they had, as big kids. At that moment, Ari calls “Look!” Miri is pulling herself up on the stroller, so the kids encourage her and, to the delight of all, Miri is able to stand up, just for a second. Yay! Ari’s Mom was right, Miri’s almost ready – soon she’ll be able to walk, and they’ll help her. Inspired, Olive goes back to practicing on her roller skates (she’s had enough twirls for one day, but she knows she’ll be ready soon) as her friends (and Baby Miri) cheer her on, Go Olive!  
Sara Sweetman Notes:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Baby Steps-   I like this story idea too.  I would like to see it focused on (take away message) that most skills we know how to do need to be learned over time (as opposed to instinct) .  Most skills need to be modeled and then practiced to learn and we need to be old enough and strong enough too.
