ELINOR WONDERS WHY
“A Garden for All!” by Michael Foulke	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Cute- a few notes on production assets as this is a new location – plus an image as to where the apartment can be located 
PREMISE – Feb. 24 2020
Elinor’s Question: How can Hazel have her own garden if she doesn’t have a yard?
Curriculum Goals:
· LS5. Begin to understand that animals and plants depend on other living things and nonliving things in the environment to meet some of their needs:
b. Identify the habitats of familiar animals and plants in the environment
c. Recognize that each kind of living things has a habitat that has resources to meet its unique needs (Elinor and Hazel learn they need soil, sun and space to grow strawberries)
· ET1. Begin to understand that asking questions, making observations, and gathering information are helpful in thinking about problems, and that it is important to clearly understand the problem before beginning to design a solution (Elinor and Hazel learn what they need to have before they can design a rooftop garden to grow strawberries – soil, sun and space)
· SEP: To be determined at outline

One day, Elinor is playing with her new friend Hazel, a very outgoing lioness. They are in Elinor’s garden picking strawberries, and Hazel says that it’s really cool that Elinor has this garden. Elinor explains that the strawberries were so yummy because her garden has really nice soil, lots of room for fruits and veggies and gets loads of sun.   Strawberries are so good! They pick a basket to bring to Hazel’s dad. After they finish picking the strawberries, the kids head to Hazel’s apartment [image: ] in town feeling good about bringing her dad strawberries. As they arrive, they see Hazel’s father (Mr. Lion) on the balcony dusting some rugs. It’s a dirty job, but some lion’s gotta do it! They run up the stairs to the apartment and Hazel excitedly shows her Dad the strawberries they picked.  	Comment by Kevin Micallef: I trust that we will add this apartment to our established downtown location design – and not create a new ‘town’ – suburbs. Ex attached 



Mr. Lion loves the strawberries and tells the kids to bring them to the kitchen. In the kitchen, Hazel says that she wishes she could have a garden just like Elinor and at her old house, so she could grow things like strawberries and carrots and other yummy treats!  Never one to turn down a challenge, Elinor decides that the rest of their playdate should be spent figuring out how to get Hazel a garden in their new apartment! How hard could it be? After all, all you need is space, soil and sun. But Hazel doesn’t have a backyard like Elinor to put a garden in.  Elinor is sure that if they work together, they will figure out how Hazel can have a garden even though she doesn’t have a yard!
The first thing they need is soil, so they look around Animal Town and find Ms. Llama is planting a new tree behind her store, which means she has to dig a big hole in the ground to plant the tree! She is more than happy to let the kids take all the left-over soil from the hole she dug, especially since it’s going towards a garden, which she loves! As luck would have it, Mrs. Llama is also throwing away the wooden barrel that the tree came in, so the kids are more than happy to take it off her hands since the barrel will make a great container for Hazel’s apartment garden! Looks like the soil is taken care of, now the kids need to find some space for a garden in Hazel’s apartment! When they arrive back at Hazel’s apartment, she suggests they use the biggest open space in the whole house… the bath tub. Elinor and Olive aren’t so sure about dumping a whole bunch of dirt into the bathtub, but Hazel assures them that it’s fine, she does it every day. Hazel then shakes and a whole bunch of dirt shakes off of her and into the bathtub. Before they unpack that, Elinor and Olive decide that the bath-tub may not be a good space for a garden anyway, because there is no sun shining on the tub, so the plants won’t grow.  So where?  	Comment by Kevin Micallef: They should take a wagon with them 	Comment by Kevin Micallef: New assets - The apartment location is new, interior, the balcony is all new. Can we rework this section so we don’t include the bathroom for this one beat. Or they have the conversation in the family room but don’t enter the bathroom  
The kids are checking out the apartment when Mr. Lion comes back in from the balcony, having finished cleaning the rug. As he enters, he comments about how hot it is on the balcony with all that sun shining on you! Elinor then has a great idea! The balcony gets plenty of sun and should have plenty of space to set up a garden! When the kids go out on the balcony, they quickly discover that Elinor was right! It is then revealed that Elinor brought over some strawberry SEEDS. Over a song montage, the kids then help Hazel set up an amazing new garden right in the wooden barrel on the balcony and plant the seeds! It really is the perfect sunny spot for an apartment garden. 	Comment by Kevin Micallef: When did Elinor get the seeds?
We come out of the song montage, it’s some time later and the kids admire the seedlings poking out of the ground. Hazel thanks her friends and tells them they were right, anyone really can have a garden anywhere as long as you have the three S’s: soil, sun and space! As she looks over her brand new, beautiful balcony garden, Hazel can practically smell the strawberries already! Then Elinor remembers the last thing they need – water.  It may not start with an S, but you can’t grow strawberries if you don’t water your garden. 

Sara Notes:
[bookmark: _GoBack]A garden for everyone-  I like the idea that people can help plants grow in many places.  To design a garden for the apartment, it is important to think about the "needs" of the plant...water, sun, and "space".  Technically plants don't need soil..they need nutrients and stability they get from the soil but for this age group I think it is OK if Elinor notices that the strawberries grow in soil in her yard so they should get soil for the apartment garden too.  The bathtub scene is really fun.
image1.JPG




