113a: Backyard soup:  Ynes Mexia exploring for new kinds of plants 

Meg: Señor Tapir ballad
 
Pitch: In 1934, botanist Ynes Mexía sets out on her own to collect a sample of a beautiful and hardy palm tree that only grows in the remote and cold high Andes Mountains. Over her career, she personally collected ~150,000 plant samples, among them ~500 new species and two new genera.

Paragraph: Elinor see Ari, Olive, and Senor Tapir in the forest and runs to meet them, tripping over a strange tree root.  Oooh — she's never seen that tree before! Senor Tapir praises her mettle, which reminds him of another undaunted nature adventurer, Ynes Mexia. In the song that he strikes up, the verses recount her quest to the Andes Mountains to find and bring back a rare, beautiful palm tree, while the chorus describes more broadly how she fell in love with collecting plants and found a new inner strength — and a new calling — in the great outdoors. At the end of the song, the kids decide to look for more "new" plants that they've never noticed before.	Comment by Natalie Engel: What an interesting person! The only thing that’s missing for us is the idea that Mexia was a botanist – a scientist who wants to  learn about plants – and that this is why she’s collecting them (to learn more about them). We’d like to make sure it’s clear that the collection is for scientific purposes, rather than to just “have” them. 	Comment by Natalie Engel: Cool! If there’s time, could we see the kids draw the plants they find – i.e. their collections?

If anyone's interested, a couple of excerpts from Mexia's writings (including the palm tree story) are included in this book chapter (sorry about the cell phone pictures - Google Books was incomplete). She was really larger than life.

