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Elinor’s Question: Why are the plants different at my grandparents’ house?
Logline: Elinor learns that different plants grow in different environments.
Curriculum Goals:
· LS 5c: Recognize that each kind of living things has a habitat that has resources to meet its unique needs [ Elinor learns that different habitats support different plants]
· ND. Understand that modes of life in the natural world and engineered solutions in the designed world have common patterns, and engineers often look to natural patterns for inspiration. [ The soup is inspired by the natural plants in the local habitat]
· SEP: TBD in Outline

It’s late afternoon in the Rabbit household, and Elinor and her friend Ari are in the kitchen with Mr. Rabbit. Elinor is excited for Ari to try her favorite soup, which her family calls “Backyard Soup” because they use vegetables from their garden. Mr. Rabbit gives Elinor the list of ingredients and the kids go to the backyard to get the vegetables they need. One by one, they follow the list and pick the vegetables: Potatoes, cauliflower, carrots, peas and radishes. Elinor explains to Ari that she and her family just sprinkled a bunch of seeds in the backyard, and the vegetables just grew. The kids talk about how the plants drink water from rain and get food from the sun. A little later they are enjoying the freshly prepared soup when Mr. Rabbit reminds Elinor that they are going to go see her grandparents tomorrow, and Elinor has a great idea!  She’s going to make Backyard soup for them at their house.  They’re going to love it!

The next day, they are taking a train ride to visit Elinor’s grandparents. Elinor is holding on to the paper with the list of vegetables she’ll need to make the soup for her grandparents. We see out the window how the vegetation changes from the lush leafy forest of Animal town, to a drier, browner desert.  They meet Elinor’s grandparents at the train stations and everyone is happy. Now that she out of the train Elinor notices some differences, like how much hotter it is, and how drier it is, and how the soil looks different, and how it’s a lot sunnier here! Elinor shows them the list of vegetables and tells them how excited she is about making her favorite soup for them.

We get to the grandparents’ house and, after they settle in, Elinor is eager they go out into the backyard to find the right vegetables. But they don’t find any plants that Elinor recognizes. All the plants are different, including some that are prickly! What’s going to be in the soup?  Elinor wonders: Why are there different plants here?  She thinks about what plants need and makes a list about what’s different between where she lives and where her grandparents live. She observes that there is PLENTY of sun in the desert, but notices that the ground is very dry. She asks her grandparents when it rained last and they can’t remember! Elinor figures out that things that plants needs are different here, and that maybe that’s why the plants are different.  Her grandparents confirm this, and tell her that here in the desert, they grow plants that don’t need as much water and like a lot of sun: peppers, beans, squash, and cactuses. Elinor is excited to learn something new, but seems disappointed that she won’t get to make her favorite soup.  Her grandparents tell her that the vegetables are different, but the recipe is the same: use what’s in your backyard and add in lots of love. Her grandparents show her how to make cactus soup, which Elinor likes!  So they have adapted just like the plants!
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