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LS8.  Begin to understand that there are many different kinds of living things and how they may be the same or different:
d. Identify seasonal adaptations in physical characteristics or behaviors of animals
(Elinor observes and identifies the different behaviors of birds who migrate in the fall). 

SEP1. Asking questions (science) and defining problems (engineering)
a. Demonstrate curiosity about the greater world outside of their local environment 
b. Ask more complex questions about observable phenomena 
(Elinor is curious, and asks questions, about the bird calls and about the idea of migration, learning the birds from her local environment will travel somewhere else).

SEP7. Engaging in argument from evidence
a. Engage in discussions before, during, and after investigations 
b. Support thinking and argue ideas with evidence 
(Elinor and her mother observe and discuss the bird behavior and Elinor argues that from the evidence it seems they are all leaving at once i.e. migrating). 


1. EXT PARK – AFTERNOON

It’s late Fall and we open as SR. TAPIR is finishing singing a fun song. He sings the last chorus of “Let’s Explore” (from EWW101 Interstitial – Jacques Cousteau):

When something you see,
Tickles your curiosity
When you have to know more
And questions pull you out the door
Let’s go! Let’s Explore!

As he sings, we pan over the happy faces of the kids (ELINOR, ARI, OLIVE and OTHERS (in Fall accessories, Olive has a scarf) gathered around him. They are gleefully paying attention, rocking their heads and playing along with simple instruments (e.g. tambourine, etc.). When the song ends, Sr. Tapir says, “And that’s the story of a scientist who explored deep into the ocean.” Wow! Cool! The kids clap and cheer. Sing us another song, Sr. Tapir! Says Elinor.

Sr. Tapir tells them he would love to, but there is something important he has to tell them. Unfortunately, the time has come for him to leave Animal Town. Huh? The kids are flabbergasted. You’re leaving, Sr. Tapir? Yes, tomorrow. Now that winter is coming, it’s time for me to go to another town. But why, Sr. Tapir? Sr. Tapir explains it’s his job. He doesn’t live in Animal Town all year long but travels around different places playing music and selling musical instruments. As he talks, we see a thought bubble of him traveling by foot and arriving into new towns.

Aww, say the kids. But who’s gonna sing us songs about scientists? Yeah, we love your songs! Aw, thank you kids, says Sr. Tapir. That really makes my heart sing. And you know how much my heart likes to sing. He sings a few notes, and the kids giggle. As they talk, we see the kids returning the instruments and Sr. Tapir adding them to his traveler’s backpack, which is loaded with instruments (fiddle, kazoo, banjo, tuba, drums, etc.) and things.

But don’t worry, he tells them. He’ll be back again next year. Next year? The kids ask. Yes, before you know it, it’ll be spring and you’ll see me again. And maybe I’ll have new songs to sing to you! Yay! The kids are happy about that. Well, says Sr. Tapir, hopefully I will see you tomorrow before I leave, but now it’s time for you to go home. Do you know why? The kids look confused. Sr. Tapir puts a hand to his ear and listens. Suddenly, Ari’s stomach growls. Hehe. Because it’s almost dinner time! Sr. Tapir says as everyone giggles. Bye, Sr. Tapir! “Adios!” he says, “Hasta luego! See you later!” The kids and Sr. Tapir leave in different directions.

2. EXT FOREST PATH -- DAY

A short time later, Elinor, Ari and Olive walk along the forest path to their houses. Along the way, the kids talk about how they are bummed to see Sr. Tapir go.  Who’s gonna sing us songs about scientists now? At that moment, a little breeze blows through, and Olive comments, “Brrr, it’s getting a little chilly. Winter is definitely coming,” as she wraps her scarf around her neck.

Just then, Elinor has an idea. They should do something special for Sr. Tapir before he leaves. Great idea! But what? Ari says maybe we can get him a goodbye present. The kids brainstorm a few options: Maybe they can make him a new hat? Hmm, he already has a hat. Have you ever seen Sr. Tapir without his hat? Nope. Uh uh. Or they could make him a sculpture? But… he’s already got a big heavy bag, how is he going to carry it? The kids are stumped.

The sun is now very low in the sky and dusk is coming. They come to Elinor’s house and see RANGER RABBIT filling the bird feeder on the porch. She tells them they look like they are thinking really hard about something. The kids tell Ranger Rabbit about Sr. Tapir, and she empathizes with them, telling them that she heard the news. They tell her that they want to give Sr. Tapir something special before he leaves but they don’t know what. Ranger Rabbit tells them she’s sure they’ll think of something. Elinor waves goodbye to Olive and Ari who walk home. 

3. INT. ELINOR’S BEDROOM – NIGHT

That night, we see Elinor sleeping peacefully in her bed. Her window is slightly open. Suddenly we hear a strange chirping/buzzing sound. 

Ref: https://www.xeno-canto.org/species/Calidris-minutilla?dir=0&order=loc

Elinor stirs in her bed. Then we hear the sound again. Elinor wakes up and listens. “What was that sound?” She opens the window and listens for a moment, using her special bunny hearing. She hears it, and a few other sounds like it, a couple of times. She doesn’t know what it is, and she’s super curious. She goes to wake up her mom.

What is it Elinor? Mom, I hear a curious sound coming from outside. Can we go and see what it is? Mom asks what it sounds like, and Elinor gives her impression of it. Mom is a little weary but willing, as usual (she suspects she knows what it is). They get their nighttime exploration flashlights and coats and they go outside.

4. EXT. OUTSIDE THE RABBIT HOUSE AND SURROUNDING FOREST

The two of them walk outside and together they listen. As they walk a little bit into the trees, we hear the chirping sounds again. There it is again! She’s never heard these sounds before, what could they be? We hear a slightly different one coming from another tree. And that’s another one! C’mon, Mom, we need more observations! They turn off the flashlights and we have a cute scene seeing Elinor and Mom’s bunny ears turn in sync and narrow in on the chirping sounds.

They take a quick walk around, and soon discover that birds (sandpipers) are making the sounds. But these bird sounds sound different from normal bird sounds, says Elinor. These sound more like buzzy cricket-like chirps. Why do the birds sound different? Elinor has a few ideas. Mom encourages her to keep observing. 

Soon, some birds start leaving, one after the other but then all at once. They see a flock of birds flying in front of the moon and making that chirping sound. Then they see another flock. We are in the midst of a natural wonder.

Elinor says it looks like they are all leaving. And it looks like they are all going in the same direction. She thinks for a moment. Are they leaving like Sr. Tapir, because it’s almost winter? Yes, Mom explains, some birds, like these, don’t like the cold. When winter comes, they fly away somewhere warmer, and a lot of them do it at night.

Elinor hears the sound again and has an idea. Oh, are they singing a special song because they are going on a trip?  That’s right, Mom tells her that when the birds are flying to go somewhere warm they make special bird calls. Elinor mimics the bird calls and waves to the birds: have a great trip! But then she seems a bit sad. Her mom asks her what’s wrong?

“I’m a little sad the birds are leaving too, just like Sr Tapir.” Her Mom reassures her: Don’t worry, the birds and Sr. Tapir will be back again next year. That’s just the way Nature is sometimes. Elinor feels better and has a flash of inspiration. She tells her mom that she knows just what to give Sr Tapir as a going-away present tomorrow!

5. EXT PARK – MORNING

It’s the next morning, and we see Sr. Tapir putting the finishing touches on his bulging backpack as he gets ready to hit the trail.

Just as he hoists the pack on his back, Elinor arrives followed by Olive, Ari, the rest of the kids from before, and Ranger Rabbit. Sr. Tapir! Sr. Tapir! He greets them. Elinor! Kids! I’m so glad you came to say goodbye. I didn’t want to leave Animal Town before saying Adios one last time. Elinor says they’ve prepared something special for Sr. Tapir. Something special? How special! It’s a special song, says Elinor. She explains to Sr. Tapir that last night, she heard some birds flying in the night and they were singing a special song that they sing when they leave for the winter. So, they wrote a song just for him to remember them by until next year. How wonderful! The kids sing a farewell song:

	It’s time for the birds
	To fly, fly away 
	It’s getting too cold
	For them to stay

	And it’s time for us 
	To sing, sing our song
	To say “good bye”
	But not for long	

	Oh, Señor Tapir
	We thank you all along
We say good bye
	By singing this song

	When friends say bye 
	Just sing, sing this tune
	And they’ll come back
	You’ll see them soon	
	
	Oh, Señor Tapir,
	Please hear, hear these words
	Please come back
	Just like the birds

	When friends say bye 
	Just sing, sing this tune
	And they’ll come back
	You’ll see them soon	

Oh, you kids are so wonderful! He’ll remember this special song to take with him on his travels. Where I come from, we say “Adios and Hasta Luego” which means, “Good bye, and see you later”. Ari says they’ll miss his songs about scientists, and Sr. Tapir tells them they don’t need him to sing to them about great scientists. They ARE great scientists themselves! Just look how much they learn by observing.

He walks over a hill as the kids say “Adios… and Hasta Luego!”

THE END
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