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ELINOR WONDERS WHY
Ep. 169 “A Garden for All” 
by Michael Foulke

OUTLINE – March 13, 2020

Elinor’s Question: How can Elinor’s friend Hazel the lioness have her own garden if she doesn’t have a yard?
Logline: Elinor and her friends help Hazel figure out how to grow her very own strawberries, even though she lives in an apartment and doesn’t have a yard to have a garden.

Curriculum Goals:
· LS5. Begin to understand that animals and plants depend on other living things and nonliving things in the environment to meet some of their needs: b. Identify the habitats of familiar animals and plants in the environment c. Recognize that each kind of living things has a habitat that has resources to meet its unique needs (Elinor and Hazel learn they need soil, sun and space to grow strawberries)
· ET1. Begin to understand that asking questions, making observations, and gathering information are helpful in thinking about problems, and that it is important to clearly understand the problem before beginning to design a solution (Elinor and Hazel learn what they need to have before they can design a rooftop garden to grow strawberries – soil, sun and space)
· SEP4. Analyzing and interpreting data a. Collect, describe, and record observations in greater detail and in various ways b. Use the 5 senses and simple tools to gather and record data c. Record observations to describe patterns and/or relationships in the natural and designed world(s) in order to answer scientific questions and solve problems. (Elinor and her friends observe what plants need to grow, then try to replicate the conditions in Hazel’s apartment). 


1. EXT. ELINOR’S YARD – DAY

One day, Elinor, Olive and Ari are playing with their friend Hazel, a very outgoing lioness. Hazel is a ball of energy and always up for anything! The kids are in Elinor’s garden picking strawberries, and Hazel says that it’s really cool that Elinor has this garden! Elinor explains that the strawberries were so yummy because her garden always has the three S’s that every garden has to have: lots of really nice Soil so there’s always room for fruits and veggies, loads of Sun to help the plants grow and plenty of Seeds to always keep new plants coming in. Hazel explains that her favorite is the 4th S. Confused, Elinor asks Hazel what the 4th S is and Hazel does a little happy dance as she takes a bite and says, with her mouth full, “Strawberries!” 

The others join Hazel in her dance, agreeing that the strawberries are so good! Hazel says that she wishes she could grow strawberries at her house too and Elinor says that she can. In fact, Elinor can get her started with her very own pack of strawberry seeds! Hazel spins around joyfully as she can’t believe she’ll get to have her very own strawberry plants! What a day! However, Hazel stops in mid-spin when she realizes that there’s a problem: she doesn’t have a garden to plant the strawberry seeds in. Never one to pass up a challenge, Elinor explains that that is not a problem at all because they can help Hazel start a garden of her very own! Hazel celebrates Elinor’s generosity by taking one last bite from a delicious strawberry, remarking that her Dad, Mr. Lion, would love these! Elinor and her friends all love their art teacher, so they agree to take some over to Hazel’s house so Mr. Lion can enjoy them too! After they pack up a basket of strawberries, the kids head to Hazel’s house, feeling good about bringing her dad strawberries and starting up a brand new garden! 

2. EXT. HAZEL’S APARTMENT - DAY

As they arrive outside the apartment in the main area of town, they see Hazel’s father, Mr. Lion, on the balcony on top of a store, dusting some rugs. It’s a dirty job, but some lion’s gotta do it! From down below on the ground, Elinor, Olive and Ari are confused. Hazel lives here? But this is a store? Hazel explains that she doesn’t live in the store, she lives in the apartment ABOVE the store! Oh… now the kids understand, although building a garden in an apartment isn’t going to be easy. No matter, Elinor knows that they’ll find a way, somehow! As they stand under the balcony, Hazel excitedly shows her Dad the strawberries they picked and Mr. Lion invites the kids up as he can’t wait to try them, just as Hazel had suspected. She loves being right! 

3. INT. HAZEL’S KITCHEN - DAY

In the kitchen, Mr. Lion joins the kids for some strawberries and he can’t thank them enough for this unexpected and delicious treat! He also mentions, as he holds up a ripe red strawberry, that he loves that the kids brought a little color to his day! Speaking of color, Hazel tells her dad about their plans to build a garden and Mr. Lion loves the idea. The only problem is, where should they put the garden since Hazel doesn’t have a backyard? Elinor decides that the rest of their playdate should be spent figuring out how to get Hazel a garden of her own in her apartment! How hard could it be? After all, all you need is soil, sun and seeds… and they’ve already got the seeds! That’s one down, two to go! 

Since Hazel’s garden is going to be in an apartment, the kids will also need some sort of container to put the garden in, like a large pot or a box, so they need to keep an eye out for just the right container. In the meantime, they can gather up the other things they need for the garden, starting with the very first thing that every garden needs: soil. Hazel jumps up, ready to take on the challenge, saying, “Let’s go find some dirt!” Ari agrees, this is his kind of mission! Mister Lion smiles at the kids’ great attitude – he’s going back to his carpets on the balcony, “Good luck kids, and maybe you should take the wagon!” 

4. EXT. ANIMAL TOWN – DAY

With a wagon in tow, Elinor is quick to point out that they can’t grab just any dirt while looking for soil. It should be rich, healthy soil that will help the plants in the garden to grow. As they look around Animal Town, the kids find Mz. Llama is planting a new tree behind her store, which means she has to dig a big hole in the ground to plant the tree! After looking over the dirt Mz. Llama dug up, Olive and Elinor realize that this is some good, rich soil and Mz. Llama agrees! She always takes care of her yard and the good news is she is more than happy to let the kids take all the left-over soil from the hole she dug, especially since it’s going towards a garden, which is something that Mz. Llama loves! 

As luck would have it, Mz. Llama is also throwing away the wooden barrel that the tree came in, so the kids are more than happy to take it off her hands since the barrel will make a great container for Hazel’s apartment garden! They have the first “S” soil and the second “S” seeds, so all that’s left is the final “S” sun, so now the kids need to find a nice sunny spot in Hazel’s apartment to put her garden! 

5. INT. HAZEL’S LIVING ROOM - DAY

The kids arrive back inside Hazel’s apartment, with their barrel full of soil (it’s not that big), but they quickly realize that finding a sunny spot in this apartment that is big enough for the garden isn’t going to be easy. Elinor tries to think about where there might be enough space for the barrel and Hazel jumps up and twirls with excitement as she has an epiphany: Hazel suggests they use the biggest open space in the whole house… the bath tub! 

[bookmark: _GoBack]ANGLE ON: As the kids peek into the bathroom (we don’t need to see it), Elinor and Olive aren’t so sure about this idea. There is certainly enough room in Hazel’s tub, but there missing the most crucial thing, sun! There is no window next to the bathtub for sun to shine on the tub. Oh well! There has to be a good spot somewhere. 

The kids are checking out the rest of the apartment when Mr. Lion comes back in from the balcony once again, having finally finished cleaning the rug. As he enters, he comments about how hot it is on the balcony with all that sun shining on you! Elinor then has a great idea! The balcony gets plenty of sun and fresh air and should have plenty of space to set up a garden! 

They ask Mr. Lion if it would be okay to check out the balcony and Mr. Lion first praises the kids’ creatively in thinking outside the box, or outside the apartment, in this case. Then, he reminds them that they should never go out on the balcony by themselves, as it could be dangerous, but since having a garden is such a good cause, he is happy to go with them and supervise!

6. EXT. BALCONY – DAY

With the basket of strawberries on hand, the kids go out on the balcony and quickly discover that Elinor was right! This is the perfect place to start a garden. Even Mr. Lion is excited about this as he thinks a nice garden out here will really spruce the place up! As it finally looks like this garden of her own is about to become reality, Hazel dances for joy and thanks her friends for all of their help! This is the BEST DAY EVER and the best part of it is, she now has all three S’s that you need to have a garden! Soil, Sun and Seeds! 

As the music rises, Elinor and her friends sing a song about the three S’s. As they sing their song, the kids dance and help Hazel set up an amazing new garden right in the wooden barrel on the balcony and plant the seeds! 

	ELINOR
You can build a garden anywhere
In a house, or a yard or here or there
As long as you have these three special things
You can have all the joy that a garden brings!

OLIVE
The first thing is soil straight from the ground
You can dig it up or buy it, it’s all around!

ARI
Plants get their energy from sunlight
So lots of sun makes your garden bright!

HAZEL
The last thing you need are your favorite seeds
To grow fruits or veggies or whatever you need!

ELINOR/OLIVE/ARI/HAZEL
You can build a garden anywhere
In a house, or a yard or here or there
As long as you have those three special things
You can have all the joy that a garden brings!

As the songs ends, we DISSOLVE TO:

7. EXT. BALCONY – DAY

As we come out of the song montage, it’s some time later and Mr. Lion and the kids admire the seedlings poking out of the ground. Mr. Lion is so proud of Hazel for continuing to take care of her garden, which is really coming along nicely. At the same time, Hazel thanks her friends and tells them they were right, anyone really can have a garden anywhere as long as you have the three S’s: soil, sun and seeds! As she looks over her brand new, beautiful balcony garden, Hazel can practically smell the strawberries already! Actually, Hazel smells that because Elinor brought over another batch of yummy strawberries from her garden, just until Hazel’s berries come in, that is!

As they eat their yummy berries, Elinor remembers the last thing they need – water.  It may not start with an S, but you can’t grow strawberries if you don’t water your garden! As Hazel takes a bite of a yummy strawberry, then grabs her watering can, we: 
FADE OUT.
