ELINOR WONDERS WHY
“Just Peachy”
Tom Berger, Feb 24, 2020

Elinor’s Question: Where did all the peaches go?
Logline: When Elinor and her friends run out of peaches, they learn that fruits are seasonal and only available at certain times of the year.
Curriculum Goals:
LS4: Understand that all plants have a life cycle and can change and grow over time (Elinor and her friends learn that different fruits grow in different seasons).
SEP1: Demonstrate curiosity about the greater world outside of their local environment (Elinor’s question leads them to discover an answer at the farm). 

1. EXT. ELINOR’S BACKYARD – DAYTIME	Comment by Jorge Cham: TOP: Cute and well-written as is usual for Tom. Nice work.  We have concerns about the multiple seasons. See notes below.  Thanks!

[bookmark: _GoBack]It’s a late summer afternoon and ELINOR, OLIVE, and ARI are helping MR. RABBIT pick PEACHES from the PEACH TREE in the backyard. The tree is less than half full, and Mr. Rabbit explains that now that summer is almost over, they need to harvest the remaining peaches. Elinor holds a BASKET and Ari flies up to drop peaches into it. Olive uses her trunk to retrieve some peaches and demonstrates some impressive juggling skills using her trunk as well. 	Comment by Jorge Cham: Nice

With a full basket, the kids eagerly dig in and eat their fill. Ari chomps two down quickly and says he can’t eat anymore… but changes his mind and has one more. With full bellies but several peaches left in the basket, the kids decide to share the fruit with their friends around town.	Comment by Jorge Cham: Nice

2. EXT. ANIMAL TOWN – VARIOUS LOCATIONS – MONTAGE
	Comment by Daniel Whiteson: Cute moments!	Comment by Jorge Cham: Agree!  Maybe add one more (or swap one of the existing ones) where they were going to deliver more, but then notice they ran out.
· SCHOOL: They place a peach on Mz. Mole’s desk and she smiles gratefully.
· DOWNTOWN: They give a peach to JOE MOUSE. GEE RAFFE lowers herself and they give her one too.
· CLUBHOUSE: MARY pokes her head out of one window and ARI gives her a peach. LIV pokes her head out of the other and ELINOR gives her one.
· SALLY’S HOUSE: Sally is building A SMALL PROJECT. They place a peach in HER TOOLBOX. She reaches for a tool and grabs a peach instead. She’s pleasantly surprised.

Eager to make more deliveries, the kids discover their basket is empty! They run back to Elinor’s house to get more peaches. 

3. EXT. ELINOR’S BACKYARD – CONTINUOUS

The kids arrive in the backyard to discover the peach tree is completely bare! Ari is confused: “Where are all the peaches?” Mr. Rabbit explains that they’ve picked them all, so there aren’t any more left on the tree. The kids are shocked! Olive: “How are we going to deliver peaches without peaches?” Elinor considers for a second and has an idea: “I know where we can always get more peaches… Ms. Llama’s Fruit Stand, of course!” The gang runs off, eager to fill their basket.

4. EXT. MS. LLAMA’S FRUIT STAND – A LITTLE LATER

The kids arrive at the Fruit Stand, surprised to find that there aren’t any peaches here either. Ari looks everywhere, including behind MS. LLAMA and under the fruit stand, while Olive asks if Ms. Llama is sure she doesn’t have peaches hidden in her pockets. Ms. Llama turns her pockets out and tells them that Farmer Bear usually brings fresh fruit every morning, but there weren’t any peaches in her delivery today. Ari worries: “If there aren’t any peaches on Elinor’s tree, or at Mz. Llama’s Fruit Stand, does that mean there aren’t any peaches at Farmer Bear’s Farm either?” Olive: “But there’s always fruit at the farm… isn’t there?” Elinor: “We need more observations… let’s go!” The kids run off.

5. EXT. FARMER BEAR’S FARM – ENTRANCE - CONTINUOUS

The kids greet FARMER BEAR, who is loading PRODUCE into her TRUCK. Elinor asks if they can have a look at her peaches. Farmer Bear shrugs: “The orchard is right over there, but…” Before she can finish, the kids thank her and eagerly run off.

6. EXT. FARMER BEAR’S FARM – ORCHARD – CONTINUOUS

The gang arrives at the PEACH ORCHARD to discover it’s almost completely bare! A single PEACH hangs on a lone branch. Elinor: “There aren’t any peaches left anywhere! Where have they all gone?” Olive: “Oh no. What if this is the last peach ever?” REVEAL Ari smacking his lips as he swallows the last of the peach: “Oops, I hope not!” 	Comment by Daniel Whiteson: hahaha	Comment by Jorge Cham: yes, nice :)

Olive notices that the ADJACENT ORCHARD is full of APPLE TREES just starting to bear fruit (SMALL, UNRIPE APPLES). Olive: “Why are apples starting to grow on those trees, but no peaches are growing on these trees?” Elinor: “How interesting! The last time I visited the Farm, the peach trees were full of peaches.” Ari: “What else do you remember about the last time you visited the farm?” Elinor wonders and we RIPPLE WIPE TO:	Comment by Daniel Whiteson: This seems a bit like the role of an adult, guiding her thinking, rather than a peer, exploring with her.

7. EXT. FARMER BEAR’S FARM – ORCHARD – SUMMER FLASHBACK	Comment by Jorge Cham: We generally avoid full on flashbacks. Make these thought bubble flashbacks?

Elinor, wearing a SUNHAT (and SUNGLASSES?), and HER PARENTS bound into the orchard. In VO, Elinor recalls: “It was a really hot summer day.” Elinor wipes her brow against the heat. She happily plucks a peach from a tree and eats it. Elinor VO: “It was so hot, I remember how nice eating that peach was!” Elinor swallows the peach and is clearly relieved. She then notices the EMPTY APPLE TREES in the adjacent orchard and looks at them curiously. Elinor VO: “I also remember noticing that there weren’t any apples on the apple trees, even though the peach trees were full.” RIPPLE WIPE BACK TO:

8. EXT. FARMER BEAR’S FARM – ORCHARD – PRESENT

Elinor summarizes, noting that she remembers eating peaches in the summer, and that there weren’t any apples on the trees at the time. Ari asks: “So when’s the last time anyone had an apple?” The kids ponder and Olive brightens up! “Oh, I remember…” RIPPLE WIPE TO:

9. EXT. OLIVE’S BACKYARD – FALL FLASHBACK

SOME FALL LEAVES remain on the trees, as OLIVE helps her DAD RAKE leaves up from the ground into a GIANT LEAF PILE. Olive, VO: “It was a cool fall day and I was helping my Dad rake up the leaves.” Olive gets a running start and jumps into the leaf pile, showering leaves everywhere. She and her Dad share a laugh. OLIVE’S MOM comes out with a PLATE OF APPLE SLICES. Olive VO: “I was hungry from helping my dad with the yard work, so I remember when my Mom came out with snacks… apple slices!” Olive and her Dad both take apple slices from Olive’s Mom and chomp into them. RIPPLE WIPE BACK TO:

10. EXT. FARMER BEAR’S FARM – ORCHARD – PRESENT

Elinor summarizes: “Ok, so I remember eating peaches in the summer and Olive remembers eating apples in the fall.” Olive and Ari agree, that sounds right. Elinor wonders: “How interesting! Does anyone remember eating peaches or apples in the winter?” The kids think hard, but no one has a memory of eating either peaches or apples in the winter. Elinor: “Then what do we eat in the winter?” The kids ponder and Ari brightens up: “Oh! I remember a winter treat!” RIPPLE WIPE TO: 	Comment by Jorge Cham: We’re both a bit concerned this whole flashback section is too complicated for kids to follow along, and also too complicated for our kid characters to piece all this logic together.  We understand there are Sara and PBS notes encouraging more seasons, but maybe we can leave most of that for Farmer Bear’s exposition.

Suggest we trim out this whole section.

What the kids should flashback and figure out on their own is only that in the summer there were peaches, but no apples, and in the fall there were apples but no peaches. And from that they should figure out that each fruit only grows in one of the seasons.

Then when Farmer Bear chimes in, she can explain the other seasons, and have some interaction with the kids asking them if they remember picking fruits in winter (nope, only maple syrup) or in spring (nope, but I do remember picking radishes). (illustrated with thought bubbles)

11. EXT. MAPLE GROVE – WINTER FLASHBACK

SNOW lies on the ground around BARE MAPLE TREES. Ari helps Farmer Bear tap a tree for SAP. A POT OF SYRUP cooks over a NEARBY CAMPFIRE. Ari VO: “I was helping Farmer Bear collect maple syrup from the trees and…” Farmer Bear removes the pot from the fire and pours the syrup into MAPLE SYRUP TAFFY STRIPS in the SNOW. She collects the taffy with a STICK and gives one to Ari. Ari VO: “… Farmer Bear made delicious taffy treats by pouring maple syrup into the snow!” Ari bites into the CHEWY TAFFY with a grin. He struggles to open his too-full mouth. Ari VO: “Delicious and really chewy.” RIPPLE WIPE TO:

12. EXT. FARMER BEAR’S FARM – ORCHARD – PRESENT

Ari: “You can only get maple syrup from trees in the winter. And you need snow to make maple taffy!” Olive: “Yeah, I don’t remember eating maple taffy when it wasn’t winter.” Elinor considers: “So if I remember eating peaches in the summer, Olive remembers eating apples in the fall, and Ari ate maple syrup in the winter… what do we eat in the spring?” The kids ponder until Elinor recalls: “I know…” RIPPLE WIPE TO:

13. EXT. ELINOR’S BACKYARD – SPRING

Ranger Rabbit tends to a garden full of SPRING FLOWERS with Elinor’s help. Elinor VO: “After the snow melts, my Mom’s garden is full of beautiful flowers. And one of my favorite vegetables.” Ranger Rabbit plucks some FRESH RADISHES from the ground. Elinor VO: “Radishes!” Ranger Rabbit rinses the radishes and hands one to Elinor. They “cheers” their snack and bite into them with a satisfying <CRUNCH>. RIPPLE WIPE BACK TO:

14. EXT. FARMER BEAR’S FARM – ORCHARD – PRESENT

Elinor: “I love new flowers and fresh radishes in the spring!” Olive and Ari are looking at Elinor with a curious look. Olive: “You like radishes?” Elinor nods her head eagerly. Ari shakes his head and sticks out his tongue: “Too spicy for me!” Elinor: “Ok, so we remember eating different fruits and vegetables at different times of year, right?” Ari/Olive: “Right!”	Comment by Jorge Cham: Also trim this out?

In THOUGHT BUBBLE, Elinor summarizes as SIMPLE ANIMATION moves through the seasons: “Olive remembers eating apples in the Fall, when the orange leaves were on the ground, and Ari remembers eating maple syrup in the winter, when there was snow on the ground.” Ari and Olive chime in with agreement. Elinor: “When the flowers were blooming in the spring, I ate fresh radishes. And when it was really hot in the summer, I ate peaches to cool off.” Ari and Olive agree. Elinor puts it together: “So… that means that we eat different fruits and vegetables at different times of the year!”	Comment by Jorge Cham: Delete?	Comment by Jorge Cham: Swap this with the apples, so they kids recall and think about it in chronological order.	Comment by Jorge Cham: Replace with something like “… that means peaches grow in the summer and apples grow in the fall.”

“Yeah, and right now, it’s starting to be fall, so that’s why there aren’t any more peaches!”


Farmer Bear arrives, having overheard the gang’s conversation. She confirms that produce is “in season” at different times of the year. She tells them that each of the four seasons (winter, spring, summer, fall) have their own fruits and vegetables that aren’t available the rest of the year. Elinor: “So that’s why we can’t find more peaches… summer is almost over and peaches are out of season!” Olive looks at the apple orchard: “And the apples also aren’t in season because it isn’t fall yet!” Farmer Bear confirms: “Exactly! But don’t worry, the peach trees will be full of fruit again next summer. And every summer after that!” 

The kids are satisfied having solved the mystery of the missing peaches, but they’re still left with a problem. “We were going to give peaches to all of our friends, but there aren’t any left on the trees… now what?” Farmer Bear offers a silver lining: “Well, fortunately I have one basket of peaches left! It’s the very last one of the season, and perfect for sharing.” The kids are delighted, happy to deliver the last of the summer fruit to their friends. 	Comment by Jorge Cham: This feels a little bit unsatisfying because I feel that if there are peaches left, we are sort of cancelling out the lesson we just learned.  Consider having Farmer Bear reveal that some of the apple trees have started to give fruit, and this is the first batch of apples.  Then the kids give out these apples.

15. EXT. ANIMAL TOWN – VARIOUS LOCATIONS – MONTAGE

MUSIC STARTS: The gang delivers peaches to friends all over Animal Town as they sing.  

Winter, Summer, Spring, and Fall,
Every season has new fruit for all!	Comment by Jorge Cham: Maybe “different” is better?
If you don’t eat them when they’re here,
Don’t you worry – they’ll be back next year!

When it’s hot and bright in summertime,
Peaches are ripe and in their prime.	Comment by Jorge Cham: Feels like an adult word.  Try a different rhyme? Maybe make the second sentences “Peaches are ripe and ready to eat” and rhyme it with “When it’s summer and there’s lots of heat”?

In the fall, the leaves turn red,
And apples keep us all well fed.

When it’s winter and the trees are bare,
You can eat maple taffy everywhere!

When the flowers bloom in the Spring,
Radishes are here to do their thing!

The kids finish delivering their peaches and arrive back at Elinor’s house to discover… THREE PEACHES left in their basket. They toast to enjoying the last peaches of the summer and look forward to eating them again next year. THE END. 	Comment by Jorge Cham: If you change to apple, maybe you can have the kids say they miss peaches already, then: don’t worry they’ll be back again next year. Which is… peachy!


