ELINOR WONDERS WHY
Underground Soup
OUTLINE – January 21, 2019
By: Katherine Sandford

Olive and Ari’s Question: Where do carrots grow? 
Logline: Elinor’s in bed with a case of the sniffles, so Olive and Ari decide to make some soup to help her feel better, but they can’t find the carrots. 	Comment by Paul Moncrieffe: 113A 'Backyard Soup' - the ingredients elinor talked about - and collected with Ari - were peas, potatoes, cauliflower, carrots and radishes. 
In case Kathy wants to stick to what we had in the previous ep.

LS8.  Begin to understand that there are many different kinds of living things and how they may be the same or different:
a. Observe and describe similarities and differences across different types of plants.
c. Group different kinds of living things into categories based on basic similarities and differences 
[bookmark: _GoBack](Olive and Ari learn there are many different kinds of veggies that grow in different ways, then they group together root vegetables, where the edible parts grow underground). 
SEP2. Developing and using models
a. Represent observable, concrete objects, events, and findings in many different ways 
b. Distinguish between a model and the actual object, process, and/or events it represents
c. Use simple models to support explanations 
(Ari and Olive draw pictures of the veggies they hope to harvest, and then compare their models to the actual veggies.) 
SEP3. Planning and carrying out investigations
a. Identify and use a greater variety of tools to extend the senses for observing, measuring, and recording data about objects and events 
b. Compare and contrast objects and events by describing similarities and differences in detail 
(Olive and Ari use Olive’s notebook to record information and compare and contrast their pictures to the pictures of the veggies.) 
SEP8. Obtaining, evaluating and communicating information
c. Describe observable phenomena using adjectives and labels 
d. Use basic science and engineering practice vocabulary when engaged in investigations 
e. Use basic science and engineering content vocabulary when investigating and describing observable phenomena 
f. Share findings and explanations (correct or incorrect) through a variety of methods (Olive and Ari use basic science vocabulary when describing the veggies, and they share what they discovered with Mr. Rabbit.) 


EXT. ELINOR’S HOUSE - DAY	Comment by Jorge Cham: Cute and fun, nice job! Notes below, thanks.

Olive and Ari arrive at Elinor’s, ready for a great play day, but Mr. Rabbit greets them at the door. “Sorry, kids. Elinor can’t play outside today, she’s in bed with a case of the sniffles.” “Oh, no! Can we visit her?” asks Olive with concern.  “Yeah,” adds Ari, “If she’s feeling sick, maybe we can cheer her up.”  Mister Rabbit says okay but warns the kids not to get too close.  They don’t want to catch Elinor’s sniffles.

INT. ELINOR’S ROOM - DAY

“Hi Elinor, how are you feeling?”  “Are you sniffly?” Elinor says yup, she’s pretty sniffly, and AH-CHOOO!  Sneezy. 

(NOTE: Elinor sneezes cute little bunny sneezes, and practices good preschool “sneeze etiquette,” sneezing into her elbow each time. Also, if it works as a gag, perhaps Olive and Ari back up a little each time she sneezes, or just as she’s ah-ah-ah-ing.)	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Yes this will be a cute visual 

Dad says not to worry, Elinor will be better soon, she just needs to… “AH-CHOO!”  Elinor sneezes again, the kids back up.  Mr. Rabbit finishes his sentence. “…rest.” “And drink lots of water,” adds Ari, as Elinor “A-CHOO!” sneezes again. “And stories!” adds Olive. Stories always make her feel better when she’s “A-CHOO!” sniffly. 

Dad agrees, there’s nothing better for a case of the sniffles that some good stories. Luckily Elinor has her own official story-book reader.  “She DOES?” says Ari, impressed.  “Now THAT is cool!” “I think Mr. Rabbit is talking about himself,” says Olive with a smile.  Mr. Rabbit confirms this, and says he’ll just show Elinor’s guests out, then he’ll be back to perform his official story-reading duties. “Adventure stories please!” says Elinor. “Of course, adventures stores for Explorer Elinor.  Be right back.”  “Bye, Elinor,” “Feel better soon,” say Olive and Ari as they leave.  Elinor snuggles into her blanket.  A-CHOO!	Comment by Daniel Whiteson: Fun, authentic parent humor moment.


INT. ELINOR’S LIVING ROOM -- DAY

As the kids head to the door Olive says she wishes she could do something to help Elinor feel better, and Ari stops dead.  He knows JUST what to do.  They should make a big pot of Elinor’s favourite --  Backyard Soup!  	Comment by Jorge Cham: It feels a little too much for Ari to jump straight to Backyard Soup.  Suggest making it more natural. Try: Ari and Olive say they wish they could do something; Olive says her mom makes her soup she’s sick. Ari says, ooh, let’s make her some soup. Mr. Rabbit says actually I was planning on making her a batch of Backyard Soup. Ari remembers and explains to Olive.

“What’s Backyard Soup?” wonders Olive and Ari explains (he knows because he’s had it before at Elinor’s house). Backyard soup is the yummiest soup ever, Elinor and her Dad make it with all the veggies they grow in the back garden.  Awesome! 

Mr. Rabbit thinks this is a great idea. He says he will keep Elinor company by reading her a story while Ari and Olive harvest the veggies from the garden.  Then, after Elinor (hopefully) falls asleep, they can all make the soup together. Sounds like a plan!  Ari and Olive head to the kitchen and Mr. Rabbit heads to Elinor’s room.	Comment by Jorge Cham: Not sure we need Elinor to fall asleep in this episode. She can just stay in bed resting. The sleeping might confuse kids: is it night time?	Comment by Jorge Cham: I think we want Mr. Rabbit to come to the kitchen with the kids.

INT. ELINOR’S KITCHEN - DAY	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Trying to visually work out the locations – if they are told to harvest the veggies from the yard – why theyd go to the kitchen – they can get to the garden from the front door and side kitchen door but they were headed to the front door already – perhaps this seq takes place on the front porch (outside the front door) 

Okay, the first thing they need for Backyard Soup is backyard veggies!  But which ones to pick? Better make a list. Olive takes out her notebook and Ari helps her make a pictorial “harvesting list” of the veggies they’ll need, describing each one in detail. 	Comment by Jorge Cham: I think we want Mr. Rabbit to recite the veggies they have in the garden and then the kids write/draw the list. Then it’s a checklist and a quest. It seems a little odd that the kids would just make up veggies and hope they can find them in the yard.

NOTE: fruits vs. veggies. Sara’s note copied below implies that we should call them “fruits” but I think that might be confusing for our audience. Thoughts?  The idea that "fruits" the science term for fruits and vegetables or the reproduction part of the plant grow in all different places and it is fun to discover some of them are even part of the roots.   	Comment by Kevin Micallef: I would think it’ll be confusing to call them ‘fruits’ – our audience will recognize the ingredients they are collecting as vegetables – or veggies 	Comment by Jorge Cham: Agree with you that we should not confuse fruits and veggies for kids. I think the point is that sometimes it’s the root part that we eat in the plant.

Olive draws some round, red tomatoes, some long green beans, and some fat, yellow squash. Ari thinks that’s a hilarious name for a vegetable.  Squash!  We’d better be careful not to squash the squash. What else is good for the soup?  Oh, CARROTS of course, big, pointy ORANGE carrots with green leaves on the top.  Yes!  Carrots are Elinor’s favourite.  Olive draws a carrot, with a leafy green top.  Okay, that looks like a great list of veggies for our soup, let’s go get them from the garden.	Comment by Daniel Whiteson: How does Olive know this? She just heard about the soup. In Backyard Soup, Mr Rabbit gave Elinor a page with a drawing of the veggies.
	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Olive didn’t know what backyard soup was – Ari will need to think about what was in it when he had some at elinor’s previously (he also helped Elinor pick the veggies in the prev ep) 
 – and tells Olive who then draws it in the pad 	Comment by Jorge Cham: Fun, but... in Backyard Soup we point out Squash as one of the desert plants.	Comment by Jorge Cham: I think we want to have a few root vegetables here, and then outside the kids have trouble finding them (not just the carrot).  That way it’s more of a comparison: we can find these veggies, but not these over here.  What’s going on?

INT. ELINOR’S ROOM – DAY

Dad is reading Elinor her favourite adventure book.  “At that moment our Fearless Explorer…”  “Not just any Explorer Daddy,” says Elinor, interrupting with a sniffle. “Explorer Ah-ah-ah-chooo.” Elinor sneezes into her sleeve. “Riiiiight,” says Dad, handing her a tissue.  “Explorer Achooo!” “Noooo,” says Elinor giggling.  “Not Explorer Achoo, Explorer ELINOR.” “Of course, my mistake,” says Dad.  “Explorer Elin….” 	Comment by Daniel Whiteson: Fun


At that moment Dad is interrupted as he sees Olive and Ari sneak by the window.  “What’s going on?” says Elinor rousing herself.  “Nothing, honey-bunny, you just settle down and rest,” says Dad, covering as he continues his story.  	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Elinor’s bedroom is upstairs – they will not be able to see Ari and Olive from there – he’d have to be standing at the window looking down along the house to spot them 
	Comment by Kevin Micallef: The garden is technically at the side of the house – it can be seen from the back and front 
Ref – location design
EXT. BACK YARD -- DAY

In the back yard Olive and Ari search the garden and observe the various ways the vegetables grow, describing them and comparing them to the pictures in Olive’s notebook, and theorizing about why they grow the way they do: the tomato plants need to be held up by sticks because the round, red tomatoes are so heavy; the long, green beans grow on vines that like to climb poles; and the yellow squash hidden under leaves on the ground, so it’s protected.  “Ari!” “Wah?”  “Careful not to squash the squash!” Hehehe, good one Olive.	Comment by Daniel Whiteson: This is fun, but might be dense with info and pass quickly.

INT. ELINOR’S ROOM – DAY

Meanwhile, Elinor is drifting off to sleep, but just as Dad tries to sneak out, she opens her eyes. “One more story, please?”  Of course.  This is the one about the time Explorer Elinor visited the jungle. 	Comment by Jorge Cham: I wonder if we can use the Elinor/Dad interludes a little more purposely. E.g. here’s an idea: Maybe in this and the next interlude, have Mr. Rabbit actually tell Elinor a short 30 second story of Elinor Explorer exploring something fantastical/amazing. A jungle! The ocean! A mountain! (something like that) with thought bubbles. So at the end, when he tells the story of Ari and Olive (also thought bubbles) we are making the point that exploring your backyard and learning things is just as much exploring and just as exciting as the other stories.	Comment by Jorge Cham: Again, I’m not super convinced by the sleepy/sleep thread, feels a little confusing with bedtime?

EXT. ELINOR’S BACK YARD - DAY

Ari and Olive are almost finished their list, they have gathered all the veggies except for the carrots.  And you can’t make Backyard Soup without carrots – they’re Elinor’s favourite!  They search and they search but although they find lots of different plants, they can’t find any carrots at all! Duh-duh-duuuh, it’s a veggie mystery! And they know what Elinor would say  – we need MORE observations!	Comment by Jorge Cham: Include also turnips and potatoes or beets that they can’t find, but of course it’s more alarming that there are no carrots.

As Ari starts looking around, Olive checks the “harvesting list” one more time and notices something they’d forgotten.  	Comment by Daniel Whiteson: I’m not sure this mystery stands up. If they have a drawing of the carrot, how do they not understand where the orange part is?

I would move this beat later – have them look for the orange part here and not think about looking for the green fuzzy bit.
	Comment by Jorge Cham: Agree. Just have them look for the orange part, overlooking the green leaves part.
The carrot isn’t just the orange part, it also has the soft and fuzzy green leaves at the end. So they search the plants in the garden until they find leaves that look like Olive’s drawing.  Yep, they look the same alright – soft and fuzzy, but where is the carrot?

INT. ELINOR’S ROOM - DAY

“The end,” says Dad as we CU on Elinor’s cute little sleeping face.  PULL OUT as he closes the book and gives his daughter a little kiss on the forehead.  “Have a good sleep, Explorer Elinor.” He tiptoes out.	Comment by Jorge Cham: See notes above.	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Perhaps he’s in mid sentence in part of the story ‘as she explores the tall trees…’ then we hear a little snore. He sees that Elinor is asleep – and continue as you have it 


EXT. ELINOR’S GARDEN -- DAY

Olive and Ari are examining the carrot greens when Ari notices a tiny spot of orange poking out of the earth  - he moves the dirt away.  Wow it sure looks like the top of a carrot, but it’s buried underground. Should we dig it up? The kids are considering what to do when Mr. Rabbit joins them, and confirms they are right  -- it IS a carrot!  Unlike tomatoes, beans and squash, the yummy part of a carrot does grow UNDERGROUND, as the kids have observed!  Really? Ari and Olive find this soo interesting, and even more amazing when Mr. Rabbit encourages them to pull the carrots OUT of the ground.  WOW! 	Comment by Daniel Whiteson: Here is where they should use the clue of the green fuzzy top to find the carrots	Comment by Jorge Cham: Agree, move the clueing in here.  Maybe have them notice the leaves sticking out of the ground, and then go huh, these leaves look like the leaves in the carrot drawing.

Mr. Rabbit then tells them carrots are not the only veggies where the part you eat grows underground, there are a bunch of veggies that grow that way called “root vegetables”.  Cool!  He tells them they have turnips, beets and potatoes, all root vegetables and all ready to dig up in the garden. Let’s dig!	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Again, here we mentioned ‘root vegetables’ so I feel its best not to call them ‘fruits’ – but we’ll see how PBS feels about it 


SONG MONTAGE

As they sing Ari and Olive (with Mr. Rabbit’s help) harvest the root veggies.  

OLIVE: Veggies are delicious
Veggies are the best
ARI: (spoken as he pulls out) TURNIPS!

ARI: But did you know 	Comment by Jorge Cham: Hmm, I think the point we want to make is that the vegetables we eat are sometimes the parts that grow above ground (like beans and tomatoes) and sometimes the parts we eat are the roots that grow underground. Sometimes veggies are the fruits (or parts) that grow above ground, and sometimes they are the roots. But they are all from plants and they are all delicious and good for you.  Something like that.

Right now, I feel the song is telling  me that carrots are “fruit” like beans and tomatoes, except they grow underground. Which doesn’t feel quite correct? I think you wrote it best when you wrote: “carrots are ... veggies where the part you eat grows underground”
Some veggies grow
Deeper than the rest.
OLIVE: (spoken as she pulls out) BEETS!

OLIVE: While beans and tomatoes,
Grow out in the sun.
ARI: (spoken as he pulls out) POTATOES!

ARI: Carrots hide underground
Until their growing’s done.
OLIVE: (spoken as she pulls out) Now THAT’S a nice carrot!

Then they bring the veggies into the kitchen and make the soup.

BOTH: Root veggies, root veggies,
We all love our root veggies,
Beets and potatoes,
Carrots and turnips too,
Root veggies are so yummy,
And they make great soup for you!

INT. ELINOR’S ROOM -- DAY 

Later that afternoon, Elinor wakes up from her nap feeling much better  -- and what do you know, her sniffles are gone! Great news! And just in time for a visit from her friends (and Dad) who have surprise for her - an adventure story to tell her about how they solved the mystery of the missing carrots – AND a bowl of her fave soup but with a twist – instead of Backyard Soup they’ve made Underground Soup, using veggies that grow underground – YUM! 	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Perhaps she feels a bit better due to resting but I think it’ll be best if she still requires the soup – she can take a spoonful and a big smile –‘It’s making me feel better already’ 	Comment by Jorge Cham: Suggestion: Maybe have the dad come in first, have Elinor ask if he’s going to tell her another story, then Dad tells thought bubble story about Ari and Olive, then Olive and Ari show up with a bowl of soup.

THE END

Sara Sweetman Notes:
I really like this outline. The mystery seems authentic and kid friendly.   Calling them veggies is fine!  
Sara

