
		ELINOR WONDERS WHY
EWW164 Butterfly Party
OUTLINE – by Katherine Sandford
January 08, 2020

Elinor’s Question: How can we get the butterflies to come to Olive’s back yard? 

Logline: It’s Olive’s Mom’s birthday and the kids want to throw her a butterfly party, but they need REAL butterflies.
 
LS5. Begin to understand that animals depend on other living things in the environment to meet some of their needs: (Elinor observes that the butterflies prefer certain flowers that provide them with nectar).
ND2. (RTL Crosscutting concept ‘Systems’):  Begin to understand that systems developed in our world often work in similar ways to systems found in the natural world. (Elinor and her friends decide to plant a garden that includes flowers that the butterflies naturally prefer). 
SEP1. Asking questions (science) and defining problems (engineering)
b. Ask more complex questions about observable phenomena 
c. Ask and/or identify cause and effect questions that can be answered by an investigation
d. Identify a problem that can be solved by the design of a new or improved object or tool (engineering) (Elinor and her friends question why there are no butterflies in Olive’s garden, and when they realize through investigation that it’s because there aren’t any of the flowers that butterflies prefer, they design a butterfly garden.)
SEP3. Planning and carrying out investigations
b. Compare and contrast objects and events by describing similarities and differences in detail 
c. Demonstrate an ability to make and test predictions based on background knowledge and experiences 
e. Design and build a solution to a simple problem (Elinor and her friends compare and contrast the flowers to find the ones the butterflies prefer, they predict that if they plant those flowers in Olive’s yard, the butterflies will come.  Then they make the butterfly garden, and it works!)


EXT. OLIVE’S HOUSE (FRONT DOOR) -- DAY

ELINOR hops up to Olive’s house, with ARI right behind her, both of them raring to go for another great play day.  OLIVE opens the door with a big smile on her face.  She’s got something really exciting to tell her friends.  Come in!  

INT. OLIVE’S LIVING ROOM – DAY

Olive can’t wait to share her news. Guess what?  Today is Olive’s Mom’s birthday and Olive wants to do something really special for her. Elinor and Ari both think that’s a FANTASTIC idea, Olive’s Mom does so many nice things for them, they’d like to give her a really great birthday surprise, but what? 

Ari suggests a party like the time Olive had a pirate birthday, that was super fun – arrrgh, he does a little pirate pretend-playing. Elinor bounces and reminisces about the time she had a bunny-hopping party for her birthday, remember?  Now that was a HOPPY birthday!	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Should this read Ari’s bday party was a pirate party? Since elinor then shares a party she enjoyed.

Olive loves the idea of a special party but says her Mom’s not really into pirates…or hopping. Oh. So what does Olive’s Mom like?  Olive isn’t sure, her mom likes a lot of things, so the kids decide to find out.  How?  Elinor knows - by observation, of course! 	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Perhaps they actually discuss that they in fact enjoyed those parties because of the themes and it’s something the like, maybe we should have a party about something your mom likes...and they figure that’s something they need to figure out 

INT. OLIVE’S KITCHEN – DAY 

Olive, Elinor and Ari poke their noses around the corner and watch Olive’s Mom closely, trying to keep quiet so she doesn’t see them (it’s not easy, much giggling).  Olive’s Mom finishes putting the last dish away, then settles at the kitchen table with a cup of tea and a magazine (with a butterfly on the cover).  Ahhhh. Elinor observes that Olive’s Mom looks pretty happy.  Olive agrees her Mom likes sitting quietly, reading her magazine and drinking tea. Sooo, maybe they should have a quiet party?  

“A QUIET party??” cries Ari, loudly. Shhhh! “That doesn’t sound like much fun,” he finishes with a whisper.  How about a tea party?  Sure, but it’s not very special, Olive and her Mom have tea parties all the time.  So what else does Olive’s Mom like? Hmmm. The kids keep observing. 

Wait a minute…Olive looks at the cover of her Mom’s magazine and gets an idea – then she smiles as she looks around the kitchen QUICK CU’s on various butterfly decorations, then the butterfly hair clips in her Mom’s hair, the butterfly on her Mom’s apron and the butterfly on her Mom’s tea mug. That’s IT! Her Mom really loves butterflies! Let’s have a BUTTERFLY party.	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Her mom doesn’t have hair in her design.  Maybe she has a butterfly pendent on her top

At that moment Olive’s mom hears them.  “What are you kids up to?”  “Nothing, Mom!” says Olive. “We’re just going to play outside, okay?”  “OK,” says Olive’s Mom. “Have fun! And say hi to the butterflies!” Off they go.

EXT. OLIVE’S BACK YARD – DAY

So what do we need for a Butterfly Party?  Well, butterflies of course.  “That shouldn’t be too hard,” says Elinor.  She’s seen lots of butterflies fluttering around lately.  

They wait for a beat. No butterflies. Hmmm. They try calling them, “Butterflies!  We want you to come to a party!” but that doesn’t work either, then Elinor notices - LOOK! 

ANGLE ON: Over in the field next door they see lots of butterflies – come on!  

EXT. MEADOW – DAY

They run over to the meadow.  “Hey, butterflies!  Come on!  We want you to come to a party in Olive’s yard.” But the butterflies won’t come, they just stay fluttering in the field.  Why do they like it here so much?  

“Dun, dun, DUNNN – it’s a butterfly mystery,” says Olive and Elinor agrees, “We need MORE observations,” so they decide to watch the butterflies the same way they watched Olive’s mom, to see what they like.  
	Comment by Kevin Micallef: I like this parallel here.

After a while they notice the butterflies like flowers for sure, but they determine (by counting the number of visits) that butterflies definitely seem to like certain flowers (marigolds, milkweed, asters, black-eyed susans) more than others.  Before they have a chance to figure out why, the butterflies take off again and flutter away.  Follow those butterflies! 

EXT. MZ. MOLE’S GARDEN – DAY

The little flock of butterflies lands in Mz. Mole’s garden.(NOTE: I chose Mz. Mole’s house as she is Olive’s closest neighbor according to the map of Animal Town.  Happy to adjust if we want to highlight a different neighbor). 	Comment by Kevin Micallef: This is good...as we’ve only ever seen mrs.moles place in a thought bubble 


The butterflies like it in this yard.  Why is that? “Look,” says Elinor.  “There are flowers here,” And by observation they realize it’s the same kind of flowers as in the field. So that’s why the butterflies like it here. 

At this moment who joins them but Mz. Mole, coming around the corner (or maybe up from the trap door?) of her house with her gardening things.  She greets her pupil’s with joy.  Welcome to my house!  Ari is perplexed, Mz. Mole has a house?  He thought she lived at the school.  Mz. Mole laughs, not only does she have a house, she has a garden too!  But what are you kids doing here? 	Comment by Kevin Micallef: Coming up through her underground door is good 

They explain to Mz. Mole how they followed the butterflies here, and about the Butterfly Party they want to have for Olive’s Mom’s birthday.  What a lovely idea!  But there aren’t any butterflies in Olive’s yard and the kids have a theory why – it’s because there aren’t any of the flowers there that the butterflies like. Mz. Mole confirms that the butterflies DO prefer particular flowers. 

“Wait a minute” says Elinor as she figures it out. “Maybe if we had some of those flowers in Olive’s back yard then the butterflies would like to come there too!”  “Interesting idea,” says Olive. But how to get them? We don’t want to pick the flowers because that would hurt them. Elinor has a suggestion. She and her Dad transplanted some flowers from one part of the garden to the other, maybe they can transplant some flowers from Mz. Mole’s garden to Olive’s yard. 

Great idea! Mz. Mole agrees happily and encourages Elinor to give a little demo on transplanting.  As she does Mz. Mole names the flowers and explains the benefits of planting a butterfly garden (simply, so the butterflies can get the nectar they like to drink).

A Butterfly Garden?  That’s JUST what they need in Olive’s yard.  Let’s do it! 

GARDEN PLANTING MONTAGE

As they sing, the kids (under Mz. Mole’s supervision) dig up a few of the plants from her garden and transplant them into Olive’s garden. 

SONG

Butterflies love flowers,
We all know it’s true,
And they have their favorites,
Just like me and you.

If you want butterflies around,
Then listen to our song,
Plant the flowers they like best,
And butterflies will come along.

Marigold and milkweed
Lavender and phlox
We know the names of flowers
That butterflies like a lot

Sunflowers and Asters
Black-eyed Susans too
When you plant the flowers they like best
The butterflies will come to youoooooo! 

EXT. OLIVE’S BACK YARD (with Butterfly Garden) -- DAY

Olive leads her mother out of the house with her eyes closed. Okay, you can open them now - SURPRISE! 

A butterfly party  – with real BUTTERFLIES!  Wow!! “Happy Butterfly Birthday, Mom,” says Olive as she gives her a big hug. Aww thank you Olive, then she notices.  Mz. Mole?  What are you doing here?

The kids (and Mz. Mole) explain how they followed the butterflies to Mz. Mole’s garden, identified the flowers the butterflies like and then (with Mz. Mole’s permission) they transplanted some of the flowers here to see if the butterflies would follow – and it worked!! They’ve made a BUTTERFLY GARDEN. 

Olive’s Mom is delighted, the butterflies are so lovely. But how did the kids know she loves butterflies so much? “Ooooh, I don’t know,” says Elinor, as we focus on Olive’s Mom’s butterfly hair clips, butterfly apron and butterfly coffee mug. “Just a lucky guess, I guess.” 	Comment by Kevin Micallef: As noted above. She doesn’t have hair 

THE END

