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Olive’s Library
New PREMISE – Nov. 08, 2019
By Jorge Cham and Daniel Whiteson 

Elinor’s Question:  How can we organize all of Olives’ books?
Logline: The kids take inspiration from ants and bees and make a little lending library.
Curriculum Goals 
ND3. (RTL Crosscutting concept ‘Structure and Function’):  Understand that structures and materials in the natural world can be used or can inspire the engineering of structures with similar function in the designed world.

SEP: TBD at Outline 

It’s Olive’s birthday party. She’s excited and they have lots of Olive-ish stuff: book-shaped cake, etc.  When she opens her presents, everyone has given her a book.  She’s happy, but when she goes to her room to put them away, she finds there’s no more room. Her shelf is CRAMMED full of books.   Her closet is stuffed with books. There are books under her bed!   It’s a bit of a problem, but she loves all of her books.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Outside at the party, the kids are playing when they see a bunch of examples in Nature of animals sharing, having communal rather than personal things:
· An ant hill, where they store food 
· A bee hive where they make honey all together
· Friends sharing a slide.

That gives Elinor an idea: Olive should share her books too. Enlisting and adult (Mr. Rabbit? The Beavers), they build a mini-library (like those little cabinets or kiosks you see in a lot of neighborhoods or outside of schools nowadays) so she gets to be near her books, but she can also share them with everyone. Everyone at the party takes a book as they leave and wish her a happy birthday.	Comment by Anne E. Lund: I’m not seeing the connection with not having room for all her books.  Is the idea that if she shares them, then they will all have a place to be?  Something isn’t connecting for me here.  And I really don’t see a young child wanting to part with her new birthday books.  Maybe she decides to share the ones she has already read to make room for the new?  I think this all needs a little more work to connect the question to the solution.

Sara Sweetman Notes:
I love that it is Olives birthday.  Kids are drawn to birthday parties.  I also like the environmental impacts that book sharing has in terms of "reuse".  In a gentle and kid friendly way the episode could teach that sharing (or reusing) things like books means we are not wasting resources, instead we are saving trees and at the same time helping more people have access to books.   The actual construction of the book share shelf could have some elements of the engineering design too.  Think about the needs of the books (size & maybe stay dry), build and test/ evaluate how it works.

